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 The immense power art wields is un-
bounded. It expresses the message and emo-
tions the artist wishes to convey through vari-
ous mediums of art. 
 In our school, two mediums of art, 
represented by the visual arts and drama de-
partments, further expanded their already in-
fluential capabilities through collaboration in 
the production of a drama performance, Ali 
Baba & The Bongo Bandits, that took place on 
January 13th and 14th. 
 With the visual arts students care-
fully designing every single large backdrop and 
prop, and the drama club cast members devot-
ing countless hours of rehearsals to this grand 
production, the final performance was greatly 
anticipated. 
 The performance mainly started with 
a princess named Satsuma sneaking away from 
her overly protective father for a day, which 
leads her onto a journey where she meets Ali 
Baba, the son of Flossy. The journey then con-
tinues to develop into a series of incidents in-
volving romance, conflict, greed and misunder-
standings. 
 The performance of such an intricate 
and sophisticated plot involved a total of 49 stu-
dents and the assistance of numerous teachers; 
with Mr. Mitchell being the main director of 
the production and Clara Huang as the student 
co-director, other students each took on vari-
ous important roles and responsibilities apart 
from the key cast roles, including lighting op-
eration and the choice of songs during the per-
formance. 
 Chloe, a student who was part of the 
cast, expressed, “It’s fun how everyone works 
together [and] how everyone creates this mem-
orable production,” and when asked about how 
she believes participation in this production 
has changed her, she responded, “It definitely 
helped [my] speaking skills and confidence”. 

Phoebe Lin 11C

 The International Genetically 
Engineered Machine Competition, or 
iGEM Competition for short, was origi-
nally started in 2004 as a global synthet-
ic biology competition aimed towards 
university students, but later expanded 
to high schools. A few years ago, Kang 
Chiao also implemented the iGEM pro-
gram, where students can learn biology 
and take part in the competition.
 Every Thursday, from the 5th 
to 8th period, the 10th and 11th grade 
students can choose to attend iGEM. 
iGEM is a one-and-a-half years pro-
gram where they will learn about sci-
entific and biology concepts such as cell 
cloning, gene splicing, or genetically 
modified organisms. They then apply 
these concepts in experiments inside of 
the school’s laboratory.
 After learning the concepts, the 
students will apply their knowledge to 
one project. They choose a problem they 
would like to solve, and design a scien-
tific solution. The final product appears 
in the form of a wiki page, a poster, and 
a presentation, which will then be pre-
sented to compete with other schools. 
 The end result is by no means 
easy to achieve. "It's not just science; it 
takes a lot of different skills," explained 
Ms. Parker, who works alongside Ms. 
Kuo, the instructor of the program, in 
designing the iGEM curriculum. "We 
also need kids into programming, or 
design. All of that is needed for the pro-
ject to come together.” 
 For last year’s competition, 
iGEM students managed to design a 
more efficient and accurate method 
for testing for Coronavirus, creating a 
white testing strip that changes color in 
response to a positive result. 

 For many iGEM students, 
the draw of the program lies in the 
learning opportunities it provides. 
Victoria Wang from 11B shared her 
experience: “It provides a realistic 
and holistic approach to biology and 
the scientific field, through hands-
on experience such as laboratory, to 
help us understand the process of 
scientific concepts such as cloning.” 
 Andrew Chou from 11E at-
tended iGEM to further explore a 
future profession. “Biology is some-
thing that will relate to what I would 
like to do as a major in the future, 
so that is mainly why I’d like to do 
iGEM,” he said.
 Additionally, Ms. Parker 
noted that those interested in the 
field get to explore their specific in-
terests. Although Ms. Kuo teaches 
the material, students conduct ex-
periments mostly on their own—
from laboratory work and collecting 
data to analyzing results and draw-
ing conclusions. Some students may 
take a special interest experimenting 
using laboratory equipment, while 
others might prefer examining the 
data afterwards. 
 Ms. Kuo recommends that 
those interested in attending iGEM 
should be students with strong aca-
demic rigor, who are curious, eager 
to learn, and possess the creativity 
to solve problems. She emphasized 
that they would have to be passion-
ate about the science, biology, or 
medical fields, as they will commit 
one year and a half to this program, 
sacrificing class time, study hall 
time, as well as part of their summer 
break to participate.

 On the visual arts design side of the 
production, the project was led by Sammie 
Yao and Anna Huang as chief designers 
along with six other students in the pro-
duction and design team. They were de-
signing two large backdrops: an Arabian 
Town and an Arabian Palace, since the 
story takes place somewhere in the old 
Middle East. 
 In addition to the backdrops, 
students also demonstrated their talent 
beyond the two-dimensional form and 
designed a 3D structure, the "Cave of 
Wonders," alongside other smaller props, 
including the Sultan's throne and a big 
ketchup magic bottle. 
 According to Mr. Socrates, who 
is the teacher directing the visual arts de-
partment, “The activity offers the students 
the opportunity to expand their creative 
horizons by producing backdrops and 
props for a theatrical performance.” 
 Through this unique interdisci-
plinary project collaboration, they expe-
rienced something new and shared their 
creations with the KC actors and a live au-
dience. Sandra Chi, one of the students in 
the design team, stated, “I really enjoyed 
participating in this project knowing that 
the final productions of our team will be 
shared with a wider audience.”
 The collaboration between the 
two unique mediums of art has provided a 
remarkable and one-of-a-kind experience 
for the students involved, and hopefully 
the same for the audience. 
 This project set a prime example 
of how collaboration in art, despite being 
different mediums, ignites infinite pos-
sibilities and potential for the end result, 
further creating a better experience for the 
audience.

 From learning about advanced 
biology and listening to lectures, to ex-
ecuting meticulous laboratory experi-
ments, many iGEM students do ac-
knowledge the challenges of the class. 
“We’ve never thought we would be 
learning how to utilize such a variety 
of equipment,” expressed Kate Wang, 
an iGEM student from 1002. 
 Although only half a semester 
into the program, many students ex-
pressed praise for the program. 
 “iGEM has always been a 
great experience. I think it provides 
great potential for future projects,” 
noted Andrew. “There is a lot of equip-
ment we can use to explore our crea-
tivity and knowledge; for now it has 
been a really cool experience.”
  Despite the intense curricu-
lum of iGEM, students seem to be in 
unanimous agreement about the in-
valuable experience and opportunities 
iGEM provides, whether in exploring 
their specific scientific interests, learn-
ing more about science, or providing 
aid in opening up future opportuni-
ties. 
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 Ryan felt the warm rays of the early morning sun on his face, waking him from 
his satiated slumber. The night before, he had gorged himself on three or four of the 
freeze-dried dinners he had dug out of the plane. His stomach still felt woozy from his 
feast. As he rubbed his bloated belly, the reality of his situation began to settle back in 
and he felt a slight tinge of regret from having so recklessly downed three days of meals 
in one night. He resolved then and there to inventory his salvaged meal packets and ra-
tion them out so that he could last as long as it took to be found. If he limited himself to 
eating one a day, he could last for about four months. Enough, he thought, it might just 
be enough to last until he would be found. Someone would come for him, he was sure.
  The days went by pretty uneventfully. It must have been a month or two, or 
maybe three. He had now begun to notice how short the days had become and how the 
weather had become rather hard to predict. He was woken in the middle of one night to 
a bright flash of lightning followed quickly by a rumble of thunder. 
  As he sat up and looked out of his makeshift home, he saw another bright flash 
of lightning streak across the star-filled sky and strike a nearby tree, setting it ablaze. If 
not for the constant pouring of water from the heavens, the fire surely would have con-
sumed the entire forest as kindling, turning the mountain into a blaze suitable for the 
roasting of marshmallow manna by camping gods.
 Another loud rumble sounded in the distance, and it just kept getting louder 
and louder as if it were getting nearer and nearer. Finally, the earth next to him shook as 
the side of the mountain that was being washed away passed by him in a tangled mass 
of mud, trees, and rushing water.
 Fortunately, he was unscathed and his shelter remained untouched. The 
next morning, he got up to check the damage the rainstorm had caused. It had been 
worse than he had imagined. The food that he was depending on to survive until 
rescue had been washed away in the landslide. He decided then that he would start 
fishing again.

     Shayna Faul—An Up-and-Coming Young Author
 Andrea Ho 10A

    Welcome, dearest visitors! 
Have you come to hear about Kang 
Chiao’s 20th Anniversary Carnival? 
Yes? In that case, allow us to walk 
you through the events of the day. 
 This year, the carnival 
was run alongside our annual 
sports day. We were blessed 
to have beautiful weather — 
unlike the gloomy, gray skies 
that arrived last year. At the 
beginning, there was an opening 
ceremony with honored guests 
giving their reflections on the 
past years and their hopes for 
the following years to come.
 The 1800m run always 
starts off the morning with high 
spirits. The competitive team, 
which is a new category added in 
honor of the carnival, ran first. As 
the first horn of the day blasted 
our eardrums out, the selected 
athletes from each house flew 
forward from their starting 
positions to round the field once 
before making their way up the 
mountain. The seated students 
and teachers cheered for them 
and filled the air with excitement. 
 Following the competitors, 
members of each house also ran 
along the same route. We had the 
chance to breathe in the fresh air 
while jogging with our friends. It’s 
a rare opportunity for everyone 
to participate in the same sport. 
 After the run, students 
headed off to different parts of 
the campus. 

KC Carnival: Breathing the Fresh Air

 One of the most welcomed 
new additions to the day is the 
booths that appeared all around 
the campus. Some of them offered 
different types of snacks and 
drinks, ranging from bubble tea 
to fried chicken, while others held 
equipment for mini games. Walking 
through these areas, you could see 
students trying out the activities and 
enjoying this special day together. 
 While enjoying the food, 
students and teachers did not 
forget to check out the ongoing 
competitions! Everyone was the 
most excited about the dance battle 
held at building 2. Students gathered 
in the venue ahead of time in order 
to reserve seats which provided a 
good view. As they cheered for the 
dancing competitors amidst the 
spotlights, the crowd relished the 
heightened atmosphere. 
 A competition category that 
stood out among the traditional 
ones is e-sports. The games were 
projected onto the screen in the 
Conference Hall, and those who 
were interested could take a seat 
and observe. There were also 
games in the back that you could 
line up to play with your friends! 
 In the end, victory can 
be sweet, but the whole point of 
the day is to come together and 
celebrate our time with each other 
and be thankful for this chance. 
Isn’t it wonderful?

Sydney Chen 9B, Kai-Jean Hsiao 9B, and Angelika Wong 9E
 He would get up each morning and catch a fish a day that would keep him 
alive for the next few weeks. Each day the air became cooler and cooler and the water 
went from cool to freezing. Each time he had to go fishing he became more and more 
reluctant. The last day he went out with a hook and line was the morning before the 
great blizzard blew in. That was when the water was particularly cold and his hot 
breath steamed white in the air each time he exhaled. All night the wind howled and 
giant flakes of snow swirled around him. He sat curled up in his shelter for the next 
three days. When the wind finally stopped, he burrowed himself out to witness a beau-
tiful frozen white world. The sunlight shining down on the white snow was gloriously 
radiant but at the same time perilous, for the lake that had sustained him, was now 
locked up by a covering of ice. 
  He fell to his knees and marveled, but there were tears in his eyes.

 After three days huddled away in his shelter without food, he now had a 
raging hunger and his body was also weak from the lack of nourishment. Though the 
sight of the white wonderland warmed his heart, his body was cold to the bone from 
the freezing air. As if it couldn't get any worse, the fire was on its last embers so the 
first thing he needed to do was to find more wood. After the blizzard, it took him all 
day to uncover kindling from the thick blanket of snow. When he got to his shelter, 
he dropped to the ground and laid there all afternoon. Someone would come for him 
soon, he was sure.
  The fire he stoked back up warmed his body, but as he assessed the situation 
around him, this chilled his soul. Laying next to the fire, he began to slip into a dream 
state and saw the figure of a tiny man in the flames smiling brightly at him. “It’s warm. 
It’s so, very warm. Thank you, little friend.” He smiled and exhaled his last puff of 
steaming breath into the cold air and shut his weary eyes.

      The Perilous Wild

 Shayna Faul, an up-and-coming young author in twelfth grade, pub-
lished her short story “The Perilous Wild” on the well-known website, Teen Ink, 
a magazine written for teens, by teens. The story follows a man named Ryan on 
his journey through the “perilous wild.” The story centers around the common 
fictional writing conflict of man versus nature. The author vividly tells her story, 
describing beautiful images and including a shocking ending.
 Shayna hopes to pursue an education and career in archaeology, the 
study of history using remains from ancient civilizations. At the time of writ-
ing, she had just received her first offer from the University of Edinburgh for 
Archaeology and Ancient History, which will provide her the opportunity to 
explore ancient Mediterranean civilizations.. She was still awaiting replies from 
the other schools, with her interests all focused on a mix between archaeology, 
anthropology, classics, classical civilization, and philosophy.
 Shayna felt enlivened and amazed when she received notice that her 
writing would be published in the magazine. In her writing, she often covers 
human emotions and conditions, tying to her interest in philosophy and psy-
choanalysis. She has written a plethora of stories and poetry—mostly free-verse 
poems and sonnets. In eleventh grade, she won an honorable mention for the 
Society of Classical Poets’ High School Poetry Competition.

By Shayna Faul 12B

A better me  
Hank Chen 11B

If me and myself were friends,
we would have tattoos on our hands
record the experiences we’ve gone through together
Let us recall these memories when we felt alone.

But we can never meet each other
Because we are like clones, always doing the same things
But always in a ‘back to back’ circumstance
like we don’t even realize each other’s existence

After a few years
we can gradually try to understand each other
Chatting, Communicating, Conversing, Continuing
Just like two little carefree birds

Finally, we will meet at a memory restaurant
And order some past memories and recollect the taste
Chatting happily and having a lot of fun.
After these joyful times we spend together,
we will combine and be a better me.

Songs of the Garden
(response to Anne Sexton’s “Her Kind”)

the cosmos (Shayna Faul 12B)
I have been in the field of flowers,
where blossoms are purer than snow,
reached the summit of infinite hours,
far above the misty below,
drifting past snow-dusted spires, 
 beyond the symbols and signs.
An old thing like me, when bells toll,   
no longer cowers.
I have been all kinds.

Poetry
How much are my words worth?
Antonia Wu 12E

No one escapes.
Laughs between their lips with
apathetic eyes,
indifference in their lies.

Revelers, regulars,
playing the part, playing along.

Does it entertain you,
watching
my glistening shattered
edges.

I no longer speak.
Truths are inferior.
I smile and listen and
blink. 'US'     Sammie Yao 11D

The carnival included trampolines, racing games, pop-the-balloon, and many more fun 
challenges.

The Northern House won both the Spirit Award and the 
Championship this year.

The esports tournament was an exciting new activity at 
this year's event.

The mascots helped the students and teachers to warm 
up for the day.
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Our Predictions for the Future

The winning essay from Ashley Chang 12B

 Magic is just science yet to be understood. With the astronomical speed of 
human technological advancement, what would have been inconceivable a hundred 
years ago is possible now. Robots, space travel, automation—concepts that seemed 
only to exist in science fiction—are slowly becoming feasible. The order of these 
feats of technology being achieved in this century, from most to least likely, is that 
agricultural work will no longer require human workers, commercial space travel will 
be available to anyone who can afford it, eyeglasses will become obsolete, and the 
majority of surgeries will be performed by robots.
 There is a high probability that agricultural work will no longer require 
human workers, because with the trend of automation replacing humans in jobs that 
require a low skill level, it is reasonable that the trend will take place in agricultural 
work as well. In factories, the demand for human laborers is decreasing due to 
increases in productivity caused by advancements in automation. Since agriculture, at 
least, manual labor by farmers, does not require a high level of education or variable 
skillsets, robots that do not have the same physical constraints as human beings will be 
preferable to business and agricultural property owners compared to human farmers.
 The proliferation of commercial space travel is the second most likely to 
happen in the list of predictions, as in present day, the space travel industry is already 
nascent. With private space companies such as Space X on the rise, and Jeff Bezos 
successfully taking part in non-government funded space travel, the possibility of 
private space industry growing grows every year. Moreover, due to the novelty of space 
travel and oligopolistic market structure, commercializing this industry will inevitably 
boost the economy, therefore incentivizing governmental support. However, as the 
technology required is highly advanced, the completion of this prediction still shows 
some difficulty.

 In celebration of Halloween, 
a series of events hosted by the student 
council took place on Friday, October 
29th. 
 Students from 7th to 12th grade 
all participated by cosplaying as various 
movie and fictional characters, exhibiting 
their individual styles with creativity. 
 In addition, all four houses each 
held respective activities: the Northern 
House presented a haunted house 
surrounding the theme of COVID-19; 
the Eastern House hosted fun games; 
the Western House organized painting 
activities and Piñata to celebrate the 
Mexican Day of the Dead; and the Southern 
House placed a photobooth for students to 
capture the memorable moments on this 
spooky holiday.
 A common theme for cosplay 
among students this year was the Korean 
nerve-racking television show Squid Game, 
whose popularity has recently taken over 
the world like a storm with its emotional 
plot and enlightening message. Characters 
such as Seong Gi-hun, Kang Sae-byeok, 
Oh Il-nam, the creepy doll “Younghee”, 
and also the iconic guards bearing cryptic 
masks of varying shapes, were all spotted 
on campus during the event. 

  Halloween: Different Perspectives

              It’s Our Honor To Help

   Eric Chang 10F and Jerry Sun 10B

Vanessa Chang 7E

 Eyeglasses becoming obsolete, although slightly possible, shows significant 
difficulty in being achieved. Even though contact lenses are already replacing eyeglasses, 
contact lenses have been proven to cause eye strain and other problems. Although even 
now, contact lenses are common, it is doubtful that they will fully replace glasses without 
a significant technological leap in which all of the problems of contact lenses are solved.
 The prediction that the majority of surgeries will be performed by robots 
is extremely difficult, if not impossible, by the end of this century. The human body 
is infinitely complex, and even though surgeons use robotic and computational 
technologies to aid in surgeries, the doctors are still the main operators. While robots 
have the possibility of being more precise than humans, they do not currently have the 
capability to respond to the unpredictable variables of biological sciences, such as if the 
patient’s body does not react according to plan. Moreover, it is doubtful that human 
beings will trust robots enough to perform surgeries in the current state of robotics.
 With the advancements of modern technology—from the industrial revolution 
to the robotics we have now—nothing seems impossible. However, with the current 
progress of our technology, there are still varied probabilities of certain predictions 
coming true. However, I predict that in the near future, the wealth gap will widen due 
to technological advancements, whether in developed versus undeveloped countries or 
the higher class versus the lower class. With the trends of automation and the snowball 
effect that capitalism has on wealth, the wealthy will continue to benefit from technology 
because they can afford it while the working class suffers because their jobs are being 
replaced by robots. No matter the speed of technological advancements, there are bound 
to be trade-offs to development. Only with the collaboration and mutual understanding 
between nations and classes will humans mitigate the harmful effects and advance the 
benefits.

 From November 1 to November 
28, the Kang Chiao students worked with 
the Genesis Social Welfare Foundation 
and Taiwan U-Life Association to hold the 
“Our Lives” fundraising activity. 
 The Genesis Social Welfare Foun-
dation helps people whose brains are dam-
aged and who cannot move even if they 
want to. Often all they can do is to stay in 
bed all day and wait for people to serve 
them food or help them do necessities 
each and every day. Taiwan U-Life, on the 
other hand, helps elders who live alone but 
cannot afford to live a good life. With the 
help of students from Xiugang, Qingshan, 
and Hsinchu Campuses, they tried to get 
the most amount of money they could in 
these four weeks. Using the money, they 
will accommodate the people their chari-
ties serve. 
 According to the student coun-
cil, students, houses, and classes could 
get awards based on great effort, great 
promoter, participation, and donations. 
In addition, students could get volunteer 
hours by doing the fundraising activity 
too. It is obvious that this year is far diff

erent than all the other years; due to the 
COVID-19 circumstances, most of the 
events changed a lot. The same happened 
with the fundraising event. It turned into 
an online version of fundraising. Students 
were given a link to transfer money in and 
they could send them to their friends or 
family. 
 Emily Hsu from 7E describes this 
new and special version of fundraising 
as meaningful but less educational. She 
believes that the fundraising activity 
usually gives students an experience to talk 
to strangers and develop their confidence, 
but since this time’s activity was online, 
she felt she lost the opportunity to go up to 
strangers and persuade them to help. 
 But even so, we were still glad to 
help the charities and learn the importance 
of helping people who need it. 
 This event helps students develop 
their persuasive skills, and teaches them 
the importance of helping people, and 
what this society needs right now. It is also 
an amazing opportunity for students to 
gain experience, gain confidence, and even 
gain awards.

The winning essay from Judy 1002 

 There are a lot of possibilities in our life due to our developed technologies. 
We use the technologies to make our life more convenient and better. There are four 
possible predictions for the future that I think will come true by the end of the century.
 Firstly, the one that I believe will definitely come true is that the majority of 
surgeries will be performed by robots. There are several reasons why I feel this way. For 
example, robots can execute surgeries more precisely than humans. I watch dramas 
sometimes. When it comes to the doctor taking surgeries, the people that are sick 
or have injuries sometimes die due to the accidents caused by the doctor; therefore, 
robots could do better than humans. Moreover, if the surgeries are being performed by 
robots, people usually trust more and could be more comfortable about the surgeries.
 Next, agricultural work will no longer require human workers. I believe that 
this one is possible in the future, but not as possible as the first one. The reason is that 
agricultural work needs some professional knowledge. For instance, when we grow 
plants we need to know how much water we should add, or if the plant dies, we need to 
know what is the problem. There are a lot of problems that robots or unhumans could 
not fix. However, it would still be possible if the technologies are developed quickly.
 The third prediction is that eyeglasses will become obsolete. It is likely 
to happen for some reasons. In my opinion, most individuals have some eye sight 
problems; they still don’t use glasses because of the pursuit of beauty. Moreover, 
the technologies in the healing of eye problems are getting better; as a result, most 
individuals will fix their eye problems.
 Lastly, the one that I think is unlikely to happen is that commercial space 
travel will be available to anyone who can afford it. First, we don’t have much money to 
build space stations and to check the safety system again and again. Second, if no one 
wants to travel (because of concerns), then how should we solve the money problem?
 In conclusion, I think there are a lot of possibilities in the future. The most 
possible prediction that will happen in the future is that surgeries will be performed 
by robots, and the most unlikely prediction is to travel to space. Maybe in the future, 
the four predictions would all happen—they would benefit our life a lot.

 As stated in Arthur C. Clarke’s Third Law, “Any sufficiently advanced 
technology is indistinguishable from magic.” The technological advancements of the 
past two centuries have transformed the world from one where the the slightest cold 
could kill you and where words traveled only as fast as the fastest horse, to one where 
we have, through vaccines, eliminated smallpox and all information is accessible at the 
touch of the screen.
 Whether or not our dreams can become reality is the focus of much scientific 
research and development, and the topic of this year’s English Essay Competition.
 As one of the competitions held annually by the Learning Center (the 
others being the Speech and Book Report Contests), the English Essay Competition 
encourages students to innovate and develop their writing skills. In this contest, first 
held in 2020, students have to submit a handwritten essay answering a unique prompt. 
This year, with a time limit of 40 minutes, contestants had to answer the following 
prompt:

Look at the following predictions for the future; what order do you think they will 
come true in, and why?

1. The majority of surgeries will be performed by robots
2. Agricultural work will no longer require humans 
3. Eyeglasses will become obsolete
4. Commercial space travel will be available to anyone who can afford it

There were two winners: Judy, from 1002, and Ashley, from 12B. Below are the winning 
essays. For more information about entering these competitions, contact Mrs. Trista 
Yang in the 6th floor Learning Center.

By Yorik Chuang 10G  Charles Chu from 10F said, “The 
guards even handed me the invitation cards; 
it was so realistic that one moment I thought 
I was in the TV series.” 
 Other students dressed as 
delivery men, “CAUTION” floor signs, and 
stimulus vouchers. Some boys also took this 
opportunity to express the hearts and souls 
of damsels in distress, cross dressing in fancy 
wigs and ostentatious gowns. 
 At noon, students dashed to the 
school gym to challenge their guts in the 
COVID-themed Haunted House. The house 
was decorated with pieces of dreadful props, 
while students could also feel the presence of 
lingering ghouls (portrayed by our dearest 
faculty members) and uncanny obstacles as 
they advanced ahead. 
 Ho from 10A, who rocked adorable 
bunny ears and a jersey on the day of the 
event, expressed her fondness for the haunted 
house: “The haunted house was done well! 
[Especially] the jump scares and stuff!” 
 Kai Jean Hsiao from 9B remarked 
that this year’s Halloween event was 
completely unprecedented, and in a great 
way: “I thought it was the best this year,” 
she said. “The choices of games were very 
diverse and the entire event exceeded my 
expectations by far.”

 Other participants of the 
event, such as Derek Wang from 10G, 
also commended the variety of games 
provided during the event: “I thought 
it enhanced the solidarity among Kang 
Chiao students, which was great.” 
 However, despite its exciting 
nature, many were unhappy with the long 
queue leading up to the Haunted House. 
Hsiao stated how the lengthy queue 
refrained her from enjoying the other 
games in the gym, which to her “seemed 
really fun” and felt it was a pity time ran 
out before she could participate. There 
were also complaints among students 
pertaining to the school’s organization, 
such as the duration of the event, as well 
as certain regulations which were dubbed 
very unreasonable. 
 In addition, there was a sizable 
amount of criticism toward the choice 
of theme from students. Aaron Hung 
from 11D felt astonished by the student 
council’s insensitive decision to adopt 
COVID, the ruthless culprit responsible 
for the death of over 5 million people in the 
past two years, as the theme for this year’s 
Halloween party: “It’s like how you don’t 
talk about sensitive topics in speeches. I 
just thought it wasn’t appropriate.” 

 Ken Yang from 10C also took 
a similar stance, commenting that 
“innocent lives are being taken away 
from the horrible virus.” 
 Others also had thoughts on 
the contradictory use of the Mexican 
holiday of the dead as an inspiration for 
fun games: “The meaning of the   Día de 
los Muertos is to celebrate and welcome 
the return of the deceased, whereas 
Halloween is to scare off these ghosts. The 
organizers should’ve thought of [the true 
meanings behind these holidays] before 
deriving them as tools for entertainment,” 
said one student.
 Nevertheless, many still praised 
the school’s effort. Catherine Hung from 
10B felt it was refreshing and was able to  
acclaim the idea: “It was very creative of 
the school to combine such a global crisis 
with a fun haunted house.”
 Despite the objections, it was 
generally agreed among all of the 
interviewees that the festive event was a 
huge success and a massive improvement 
from previous years. The Halloween event 
unveiled the immense creativity and 
attempted to show awareness of current 
trends among students, further testifying 
to the internationalism within KCIS. 

'Strange Towns'   Wilson Chang 9G

According to the DSA, this year the Xiugang Campus students raised NT$5,976,227 
for the Genesis Social Welfare Foundation and the Taiwan U-Life Association. The 
total amount from the three campuses was NT$9,501,470.
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       The View from the Top: Uphills and Downhills

 The public commonly perceives 
introverts unwelcomely. 
 “She was very quiet and un-
happy.” 
 An introvert is neither shy nor 
unhappy. Introverts, are self-conscious 
but not fearful of social reaction, but 
merely prefers a smaller company. 
Introverts simply spend more time in the 
mind. 
 According to an article in Mind 
Journal, “An introvert wants and prefers 
to have a meaningful discussion with one 
person he/she truly connects with rather 
than be part of a club.” Perhaps because 
the force of unison in society can drive 
“mindless violence,” or perhaps because 
of the misconceptions in the old days, 
introverts do not have a good image. 
 As an introvert myself, this 
implicitly disconfidences me. Theresa 
May, known as the prime minister of 
the United Kingdom (2016~2019) and 
leader of the Conservative Party once 
said, “I’m the leader of the Conservative 
Party, not a presidential candidate,” 
stressing that she did not want the focus 
to be on her. Jon Baker, in Introvert in 
Business, refers to this quote as showing 
traits of introversion, where he explains 
introverts as “not hogging the limelight.” 

Nicole Weng 804

KCHCC: The First Student-led Course

               

He lists the qualities of introversion, such 
as “think[ing] before they speak” and 
“mak[ing] quality friends.” 
 I agree with this statement. In-
troverts are mindful beings. I seek trust-
worthy company, someone who will not 
portray me as negative, someone who 
endears me as a creative mind. 
 From the paragraph above, you 
must have a brief glimpse of how to iden-
tify introverts. Introverts don’t have to fit 
the lists of characteristics. For instance, 
“introverts listen to others and respect 
opinions,” but I find it difficult to respect 
other opinions. While this trait of mine 
does exist, I believe my own thoughts, 
this mindful trait, is stronger. Everyone 
has different qualities and opinions, and 
this is just one way to see it.
 Introverts are mindful, respect-
ful listeners, self-conscious, and they 
seek solitude. Extroverts are socially 
confident and optimistic. Both have 
equally intriguing qualities that you 
might envy. There are equal amounts 
of introverts and extroverts, and  ambi-
verts also exist.
  As we come to an end to this 
conversation, I hope you have acquired 
some new thoughts, neither good nor 
bad, that shall help you in any way. 

Perhaps the true purpose of this trip is 
to assure students of the inevitability of 
failure, but to also be an opportunity to 
allow us to look at difficult situations and 
at people with different perspectives.” 
 Teachers and students shared 
similar opinions on the memorable 
moments of the three-day journey. 
 Benji from 8A expressed, 
“People encouraged each other when 
they were not feeling comfortable. I like 
the way how all people accomplished our 
goal together.” 
 The mountain climbing activity 
served to emphasize the importance 
of teamwork when working toward a 
common goal. 
 “Going uphill, we could get 
ahead of all teams. Our team likened 
this event to a tortoise and hare race. 
Everyone cooperated when we went up, 
and finally we were the first to reach the 
top of the mountain,” said Valerie from 
8C.
 Some groups approached the 
climb as a friendly competition to hearten 
the experience. The “tortoises” showed a 
steady climb, whereas the “hares” were 
far ahead, rapidly reaching the peak. 
However, on the return to the bottom, 

 
     
the tortoises prevailed, displaying the 
strengths of a slow journey. 
 In the span of three days, 
students were able to explore the value of 
friendship and determination during the 
hardships. 
 At the North Peak, students kept 
warm in tents, playing games and taking 
photos. This reflects that the trip can be 
enjoyable, despite the struggles. The jokes 
and conversation along the way made the 
journey much easier, distracting us from 
our exhaustion, the soreness in our legs 
and the weight of our backpacks. 
 The contradicting senses of 
accomplishment and relief engulfed 
many on the last day of the mountain 
climbing journey. The reflections of the 
trip permitted us to fully understand 
the unforgettable memories and 
opportunities this mountain climbing 
activity provided. 
 The Hehuan Mountain Climbing 
activity not only challenged physical 
fitness, but also tested the relationships 
of fellow classmates through the need 
for teamwork and encouragement. This 
experience will change the students’ 
perception of themselves and help them 
to recognize their growth. 

    Serena Chen 8A and Jacqueline Lutsch 8A

               She is neither shy nor unhappy

  There is no doubt about the 
dramatic impacts of the COVID-19 
epidemic on societies worldwide and 
global economies, and even academic 
institutions. 
 This year’s Grade 8 Hehuan 
Mountain Climbing trip would be like 
no other. We experienced a different 
journey than the years before. Without 
sufficient training due to the effects of the 
pandemic, the West Peak was removed 
from the trip. Although a crucial test 
of willpower and physical strength was 
withdrawn, the emotional challenges 
were not compromised.
 Overwhelmed by fatigue and 
reluctance, the Kang Chiao students 
persevered through the tough days of 
mountain climbing, step by step. We 
woke up in the early mornings to begin 
our climbs, tired and groggy. With the 
help and support of faculty and students, 
all participants of this trip successfully 
reached the peaks of all five assigned 
mountains. 
 Ms. Eliza, a teacher that followed 
the students throughout the three-day 
expedition claimed, “Mountain climbing 
is a way and form of transcending self 
doubt, fear or the lack of persistence. 

 All eleventh graders take a 
mandatory first aid and safety training 
course during their swimming classes 
the first semester and take the test 
during the second semester. Students 
learn first aid and emergency first 
response skills such as bandaging and 
CPR skills in the course. There are 
mixed feelings and opinions about the 
usefulness of the course. 
 Chris Tien from 11G said the 
course was beneficial to him, since he 
would like to know how to help the 
person in need during an emergency. 
He said that the bandaging session of 
the course was the most beneficial to 
him because it was easy to understand 
and he saw it as the most valuable skill 
of the course.
 In contrast, others said the 
course was not beneficial to them. 
Julian Chen from 11A stated that 
the course covered much of what 
Individuals and Society teacher Mr. 
Barnett taught in his Emergency First 
Response (EFR) club on Fridays. 
Though the first aid training course

teaches valuable skills like AED  
CPR, he thought it lacked depth and 
detailed explanation.
 In a survey sent to grade 11 
students, many suggestions of how to 
improve the course were received. For 
instance, one claimed that the course was 
too short, and they would like to have more 
time in the hands-on process. Another 
suggestion was to shift the timeframe 
of the course to one semester only.
  “I think the course should be 
done by the second semester instead of 
dividing it into two semesters’ content. 
This is because we are having the test next 
semester instead of this, and we might 
forget what we've learnt this semester,” one 
student wrote in response to our survey.
 The eleventh grade first 
aid and safety training course is an 
opportunity for students to learn 
hands-on basic first aid techniques 
such as bandaging and CPR. Yet, the 
course still comes with both benefits 
and disadvantages, as can be seen by 
the ideas for improvements that were 
suggested by some of the students.

A Lifesaving Class
   Valerie Wu 8C and Shannon Wu 8C

 The Kang Chiao Historical 
Committee Council (KCHCC), the first 
ever student-led course, was launched 
at the beginning of this semester. Irisa, 
Candy, and Amanda, the three founders of 
the organisation, said that they started this 
activity because their AP US History final 
project was a conference record and they 
wanted to put this into reality. 
 Through this conference, they 
wanted to show that history, a course 
commonly seen as dull and lame, can also 
be interdisciplinary and incorporated into 
different subject areas while establishing 
it as a tradition that Kang Chiao can have 
even after their graduation. 
 During the semester, the 
members in the course take turns to lead a 
session in which they choose and research 
a topic. The leading representatives (LRs) 
of each session design their own meeting 
with activities, such as questions, what-ifs, 
and games. 
 Throughout the conference, 
all members throw in their thoughts on 
the proposed questions and ideas, with 
the LR organising the thoughts later on 
into a single piece of work, submitting it 
to publishing sites. In the semester, the 
members also take turns to be the clerk, 
which further contributes to strengthening 
their organising and analysing skills. 
 According to Irisa, prior to 
the actual launching of the conference, 
they had only two months to complete 
the proposals, designing, registration, 
information session, and the interviews. 

Chris Tien 11G

Even under such time constraints, the 
three founders still managed to design an 
attractive and interesting conference, with 
more than twenty applicants applying to 
the activity. 
 Irisa, Candy, and Amanda all 
expressed that they were overwhelmed 
when they saw the amount of applicants 
willing to participate in their activity, as 
they had never expected the number. As 
one of the applicants, I fortunately passed 
the interview and joined the conference. 
In the selected nine-people group, I was 
even more luckily elected as the secretary, 
providing me with another insight into the 
operation of the conference. 
 As both the secretary and a 
member, I am able to see the event from two 
distinct perspectives. From the member 
perspective, I am able to see how every 
member provides their own insights into 
the historical events and how the LRs each 
have a different method and approach in 
expressing their leadership skills. However, 
from the secretary’s perspective, I can see 
the unseen effort that the founders have 
put into the conference through designing 
activities and criterions, and discussing 
with teachers about modifications to create 
the best conference! 
 In addition, the members also 
demonstrate their commitment to the 
activity by providing detailed planning 
and research for the other members to be 
more involved in the conference. 
 In the actual conference, we 
discussed the Transformation of American

Society after WWII from three different 
angles: political, economic, and cultural/
social. The political focus brought out how 
the US changed their stances in international 
relations; the economic focus brought out 
how the war led to an uprising in the US 
economy, establishing it as a superpower 
among the world; whereas the social aspect 
discussed the transformation of the individual 
values and psychological conditions. Through 
the general discussions and the what-if 
sessions, the members all provide answers to 
help us form our knowledge on the different 
aspects of American life after WWII. 
 Candy explained how the conference 
actually turned out quite differently than what 
they had planned and imagined during the 
summer. 

She said that they imagined the 
conference to be formal and follow 
a strict ROP. However, the members 
played their creativities and brought in 
a lot of games and activities which went 
against what the founders had thought 
at first but positively influenced the 
conference. 
 Furthermore, they originally 
planned for the conference to be an 
extracurricular activity. Nevertheless, 
it became a school course which 
contribute to the students’ GPA. This, 
from another perspective, Amanda 
said, showed how their hard work has 
been approved and transformed into 
the first ever Kang Chiao student-run 
course! 

'Imagine'  Apple Tso 11A 'Inner Activities'  Vivian Chang 11F

'Inside Out'  
Cynthia Chang 12G

A tessellation inspired by M.C Escher
Annie Wu 8D.
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 The first checkpoint wiped out 
half of the participants, but there were 
more. The honeycomb challenge tested for 
patience; the tug of war tested for strength. 
As all the rounds came to an end, the final 
champion was born, and she took back 
with her a brand new Apple Watch.
 Alina Lin from 7G said her 
favorite part of the night was the 
honeycomb candy activity because they 
“could eat the rest of the candies even 
if [they] lose the game.” The prize wasn’t 
what they wanted; instead, the memory 
was special enough to be a prize, especially 
for the ones who are having their first year 
at the dorm.
 After the night, the moral of the 
story was once again emphasized by the 
director, “travel alone to go fast, but fight 
along with your teammates to go far.” 
 Another student, Diego Lin, from 
9G commented that “the celebration this 
time is actually quite interesting” because 
it breaks the whole night down into several 
parts like “checkpoints in an actual game, 
which creates tension and more chances 
for us to participate more.”
 Every semester the dorm holds a 
big party for the students whose birthdays 
are close. Every semester the theme of 
the party is different, following the latest 
trends of the world. Every semester this 
is the most anticipated event for all the 
students.
 So, come and live in the dorm to 
join us for this fun!

 Ariel Lin 11D
            Squid Game at the Dorm

 
 Every weekday at 4:55, the bell rings, playing the 
familiar melody that everyone is  anticipating. School for 
the day seems to be officially over, but is it though? For 
many of our KC students, we join after-school clubs that 
offer a variety of extracurriculars. Today, let’s talk about 
after-school clubs and help you decide whether joining a 
club is suitable for you.
 Let’s start off with the good. After-school clubs 
are for students that take an interest in improving or 
competing within an activity. I’m sure everyone has friends 
wearing school team jackets around school. By joining 
clubs and competing for the school, you get to wear the 
jacket as “a symbol of your hard work and devotion,” said 
Bond Shiao, a member of the basketball team. 
 The school also offers a wide variety of activities 
that students are able to pick and choose from. Popular 
choices include basketball, volleyball, swimming, triathlon, 
soccer, canoe polo, and karate. So there is no shortage of 
clubs you can choose from that the school offers.
 Since students have decided to devote extra 
time after a long day of school, the lessons have to be 
high quality. Teachers from each club are passionate 
about teaching and offer great coaching. Kenny Chen, 
from the canoe team, said, “Teachers get into details on 
every activity we perform and give effective practices 
for students to improve.” As a volleyball team member 
myself, I agree the teachers do a fantastic job at teaching 
the sport.
 Now, let‘s move on to the bad. The major reason 
holding students back is the vast amount of time required 
for joining a club. Every week, you will have to stay until 
6:30 p.m. before you can leave the school; it will be well 
over 7:00 p.m. once you get home. To add to that, you 
still have to eat dinner, take a shower, and finish your 
homework. A typical day for me ends up with me being 
too tired to do anything I want. 
 Then, there is the effectiveness of each lesson. 
If you don’t find it in you to push yourself, teachers will 
not always be able to push you. There are often too many 
students for teachers to keep track of. So even though 
the training is high quality, it comes down to yourself to 
make the training effective. This is a big thing to consider 
when joining a club because the hard work is something 
you have to put in yourself. 
 “It is an important point to keep on pushing 
yourself even if the teacher isn’t watching,” Laurence 
Chen from the triathlon team added. 
 I know time constraints and effectiveness may 
be factors to consider when deciding whether to join a 
club. But many students that have joined have had good 
things to say. Some stressed that clubs are a long-term 
commitment that can help with applying for universities. 
There is also a variety of clubs to choose from, and 
competing for the school is something to be proud of. 
 So, if you take an interest in an activity and want 
to devote time to improving in it, club is a great option. 
Make sure to join a club you like the next time the school 
allows for registration!

Jaydon He 11D

Years of blood, sweat, and tears paid off for 
Rena Wu and Oscar Su when they were tested 
and successfully promoted to 1st Dan Black Belt, 
thereby earning the title of “Sempai”.

         After-school clubs—the good and the bad
 As midterm ended, the semesterly 
birthday celebration at the dorm came 
along. This time, it was about a dangerous 
competition where participants risk 
elimination to win a series of games. 
Although teams were made, betrayal was 
inevitable before the lure of the ultimate 
success. It was a decision between life and 
death; it was the Squid Game at the dorm.
 In the Netflix series Squid 
Game,  participants fight for their lives 
to win the final prize, an extreme amount 
of money for the only winner. Money 
means opportunity. It means a new life. 
But the road to the prize will be covered 
with blood sweat and tears. Although the 
series reflects the darkness of humans, 
brought to the dorm, the competition 
was a game of teamwork, a game of 
cooperation, and a game of unity.
 For this semester, the event 
happened on November 4th, the night 
before the Sports Day Carnival. After 
ending an ordinary Thursday at school, 
the celebration finally began.
 To start off the night, the first 
activity was introduced: Red Light, Green 
Light. Unlike the original version, the 
challenge was more intense here; students 
had to play it along with the three-
legged game. Passing, alone, was tough. 
Students needed to reach the finish line 
within the time limit, pay attention to 
the countdown, and freeze when needed. 
Even the slightest movement would get 
them eliminated.

           Behind the Annual Christmas Prom
 Kevin Chang 12B

prom back to the gym. They did have a 
reasonable explanation, though. The risk of 
losing money if the event has to be canceled 
would become our burden, and no one 
would want to catch COVID because of a 
single event. We did not voluntarily bring 
the event back to the gym, and we hope you 
can understand the school administration’s 
decision. 

                2. Only way out
 Since our dreams could no longer 
become a reality, my team had to make a 
compromise. We needed to offer better 
activities and prizes to attract participants, 
but we also had to lower the price (I literally 
chopped over half the price, from $2000 to 
$850!). This eventually became a massive 
problem because, with a limited budget, it’s 
hard to live up to the expectations students 
have of us. So, I cut the cost intended for 
celebrity performers by half and decided 
to decorate photoshoot areas on our own. 
Fortunately, by shifting the focus of our event 
and promoting as hard as we could, over 370 
students participated this year.
 Throughout my collaboration with 
the school admins, I couldn’t help but wonder 
about the pressure student council members 
work under. With more activities just like 
prom to organize each year, it must’ve been 
much more complicated than I’d imagined. 
 Planning an event from scratch is 
challenging. Remember, next time you attend

 “Why choose the gym for this 
year’s prom?”“Who’s in charge of this? 
This year kinda sucks.”
 As a former candidate for Student 
Council President, I’ve grown used to 
these types of comments already. But 
regardless of how I reacted, the members 
of my Christmas Prom Committee felt 
discouraged in previous months because 
of these criticisms. 
 Sure, an annual Christmas 
Prom at a venue that sits in the middle of 
nowhere –– with monkeys and trees and 
nothing else –– perhaps doesn’t appeal 
that much, but I do want to assure you 
all that an event here can also be great. 
With that said, here are some behind-the-
scenes facts for this year’s event.

 1. Uncertainties of the pandemic
 COVID has been behind our 
back for two whole years by now, and it 
disrupted all the plans my committee 
had. Earlier this year, my team negotiated 
a great price with a hotel in Taipei City 
and allocated a budget to make this year’s 
prom memorable. And then COVID 
broke out. All of us had to stay at home for 
distance learning. That’s when I realized 
that this year’s event wouldn’t turn out as 
expected. 
One day this August, I received a call from 
the DSA informing me that the Board of 
Directors had decided to bring this year’s

an activity organized by the school –– 
especially when it’s managed mainly by 
students –– please understand that there 
are more than student preferences that the 
school has to consider. We tried our very 
best to satisfy you all, and that’s that. 
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IESO: An Experience of a Lifetime
 On August 25th, 199 students from 33 countries joined together to participate in 
the International Earth Science Olympiad, or IESO for short. Because of COVID-19, this 
year’s IESO was held online, but the members of Team Taiwan, including the students 
and professors, were lucky enough to be able to gather at NTNU and participate in this 
event together. We spent the last few days of our summer vacation interacting with our 
fellow earth-science enthusiasts all around the world.
 The IESO was unlike any other competition I’ve participated in before. The main 
objective of it wasn’t to find out who holds the most knowledge, but to give us a chance 
to interact with peers from different countries and to have fun while learning more 
about our Earth. Several activities in the IESO required us to work with participants 
from around the world. For example, for the Earth System Project, I was teamed up 
with students from Australia, Japan, Korea, and Pakistan to create a presentation on 
carbon sequestration. It was interesting to see how everyone had a unique working style, 
reflecting their unique minds. It was also fun to see other students from Taiwan working 
with their teammates. Although we were given the same topic, every team had a different 
dynamic and produced dramatically different results.
 In the IESO, the ability to create art is as important as the ability to solve 
complex earth science related problems, thus there was an activity called IESO Arts 
and Science. Students participating in this activity need to produce some form of art, 
including but not limited to poems, paintings, songs, and videos, for everyone in the 
IESO to appreciate. Some even created memes related to earth science or took photos of 
amazing landscapes. Among the best was a music video created by an Italian student, in 
which he played several instruments while photos of different rocks under a polarizing 
microscope were shown. It was truly a work of art. It made me realize that science can be 
easily and gracefully incorporated with art, and that science itself is art.
  The activity I enjoyed the most was the National Team Field Investigation. My 
teammates and I went on a four-day trip to Tainan to figure out what makes the area 
ideal for the formation of mud volcanoes. Apart from studying outcrops, we also dug up 
quite a lot of fossils, my favorite one being the laganum, a white, round sea cucumber 
also known as the “sea cookie”. The most exciting part was that we got the rare opportunity 
to operate million-dollar equipment to gather data on the electrical resistivity underground. 
We returned to the hotel every day covered in mud, sweat, rain, and mosquito bites, but the 
treasures we found in the fields were enough to make up for it.
  Participating in the IESO was truly a unique and unforgettable experience. It 
added a little bit of excitement to my ordinary life, and inspired me to go on the never-
ending journey in search of the secrets of the universe. 

    KCMUN: discussing pressing issues

Enid An 10B and Ethan An 10D

 The grand scout event happened on No-
vember 6 and November 7. All scouts in New Tai-
pei City entered Wufeng Junior High and Wen-
shan Junior High to test their advanced scouting 
skills, thus becoming a First Class Scout instead 
of a Second Class Scout. First Class is a step closer 
to obtaining Palm Class badges, the highest hon-
or among the scouts’ symbolic network. 
 The scouts’ symbolic network is clear: 
from the primordial level of Tenderfoot to the 
highest level of Palm Class, there are also classi-
fications of Second Class, First Class, Lion Class, 
and Great Wall Class in the middle. 
 The purpose of this camp was to make 
the Second Class Scouts become  First Scouts 
with the approval from the Scoutmaster. In or-
der to gain the recognition, scouts have to pass 
technical tests such as CPR, bandaging, knotting, 
handicrafts, and estimation.
 However, this time the test was different 
from the previous scout advancement tests. The 
Kang Chiao Scoutmaster Shen Huang said, “ Be-
cause of Covid-19, we were not allowed to attend 
the test of the First Class Scouts like we used to.”
 Due to the impact of the epidemic, an 
epidemic plan was adopted for this test camp of 
2021. As a result, several skills that should be test-
ed were trimmed from 29 items to 10 items, and 
the original three-day accommodation camp also 
became a two-day camp where participants could 
go home.

 STEAM has been a buzzword in 
education for the last few years and teach-
ers have been looking for ways to integrate 
technology and arts into a cohesive lesson 
where students can express their creativity 
with technology. STEAM education, and 
specifically the integration of the arts into 
more mathematical skills, has been touted 
as a way to improve student’s analytical 
and creative thinking skills. 
 In AP Computer Science A, stu-
dents learn how to program in Java. Java 
is one of the most popular programming 
languages, and is known for its portability 
across a wide range of devices, from cell-
phones, computers, wearables, and even 
to web services like Netflix! 
 But how can STEAM be imple-
mented well in a programming class that 
is focused on helping students write hun-
dreds of lines of code?
 My AP Computer Science A stu-
dent’s have been combining their coding 
skills with arts by drawing snowflakes. Us-
ing a graphical user interface from their 
online textbooks, students have been 
practicing writing loops with a turtle that 
can move around a window, change pen 
colors, and draw! 

 KCMUN is a school-held Model United 
Nations conference where students represent a 
country and debate a specific topic, taking that 
country’s stance. From November 20th to 21th, 
the 2021 KCMUN practice conference was held. 
This was the very first online conference since the 
creation of KCMUN, due to the pandemic. 
 The event was organized by Mr. Craig 
Mitchell and Ms. Frankie Tsui. Both are teachers 
that have been responsible for putting together 
conferences for a long time. Of course, let’s not 
forget the chairs who worked hard to make this 
meeting possible!
 A delegate who attended the conference, 
Yorik Chuang, said, “It was quite an interesting 
experience. I’ve done online conferences before, 
but not as a double delegation. I feel like the sepa-
ration made it a bit easier to coordinate with my 
partner, as well as prepare for speeches.”
 He also mentioned that this online con-
ference was a special one for him since having a 
partner provided him with a fresh perspective. He 
said it was interesting to hear different ideas from 
his partner and work together to create resolutions 
to lessen the problem.
 Because he wanted to perform well dur-
ing the conference, he put a lot of effort into re-
searching and gathering information about his 
country, Iran, writing a position paper, and com-
ing up with possible solutions for the proliferation 
of nuclear weapons beforehand. 
 “The meeting was fast-paced and intense. 
It was really an eye-opener. I was able to enhance 
and hone my negotiation and research skills even 
more,” he said.

Snowflakes and STEAM
 Students need to consider the 
degrees the turtle must rotate to create tri-
angles, squares, and other polygons. Then, 
they must write a loop that tells the turtle 
to move, rotate, and move again. Other 
considerations include the colors of pen 
that the turtle can use, and even how large 
each polygon can be.
 Combining drawing with pro-
gramming is an excellent way to integrate 
arts into programming, as it helps stu-
dents visualize what a loop in program-
ming does, as well as offer an opportunity 
to improve their creative thinking skills.

Ms. Lali Curry

 “Nevertheless, after the flexible adjustment 
from the Scout Association and the efforts that everyone 
put into it, congratulations to all of you that passed all the 
test items in the test camp! You guys deserve the title,” 
said Scoutmaster Huang.
  Scoutmaster Huang also stressed that even 
though a temporary rest was allowed, we still had to try 
as hard as we could to reach the next milestone. Also, 
although the number of test items in the test camp was 
reduced, the pre-departure tasks that the Scouts needed 
to prepare before the camp increased. The assignments 
included making a presentation to introduce animals, 
plants, and star directions that train the ability of obser-
vation. Another added activity was designing a “DM” to 
introduce the scout activity so as to test your information 
skills. 
 All in all, the trial camp as a whole was a great 
success that went smoothly. Congratulations to all the 
scouts in Kang Chiao! Through everyone's hard work, 
perseverance and earnestness, the scout troop in our 
school have all passed the testing items in the test camp. 
Although they still need to check whether the National 
Association has approved the pre-departure assignment, 
this was already a big step forward to the success of get-
ting a First Class badge. 
 Among the Scout Essentials, there is not just 
knowledge and skills, but also character, leadership and 
good interpersonal relationships. Scouts must under-
stand self-cultivation, along with memorizing the scout 
promise, law, and motto to be a good scout. The advance-
ment camp this time was a great success!

Tyler Chen

 Terry Chang, another delegate who was part 
of this year’s conference, said, “I’ve never attended an 
online MUN meeting before, so it was really cool to 
take part in one. There were technical difficulties and 
my eyes were sore from looking at my computer screen, 
but it was totally worth it.” 
 Countries were split into two blocs with op-
posing stances. On November 20th, which was the first 
day of the convention, the councils mainly focused on 
moderated caucuses, and delegates found out which 
countries had similar stances as them, then wrote the 
draft resolution (DR) with their bloc members. During 
the second day, the councils discussed the two DRs and 
called for unmoderated caucuses to revise them, then, 
in the end, they voted on which DR to put into effect. 
 Despite the limitations of the online confer-
ence, many delegates still said that they enjoyed the 
experience, and “it was still as exciting and unforgetta-
ble as an actual one,” as one of the delegates remarked. 
They did not let the pandemic confine their ideas and 
voice their opinions on global issues; instead, they 
spoke out bravely. That is the goal of MUN, to make 
students aware of pressing issues in the world. 
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