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 From March 27th to March 30th, 
Kang Chiao hosted its annual Faculty and 
Student Joint Art & Design Exhibition.
 Modus Vivendi, the theme of the art 
exhibition, is a Latin phrase signifying the 
search for meaning in life. 
 According to Ms. Lien Chiang, the 
chief of the Department of Creative Arts and 
one of the founders of the Kang Chiao art 
exhibition, Modus Vivendi symbolizes the 
peaceful coexistence of different ideas, values, 
and interpretations of life. There may be dif-
ferences, integration, and conflict, but there is 
always a way of symbiosis.
 One of the participants of the ex-
hibition, Christine Lin from 12E, shared her 
own interpretation of the Modus Vivendi ex-
hibition: “the exhibition presented the sincere 
expressions of the artists, showing their view 
of life while living in the period of peace and 
chaos.”
 The Art Exhibition displayed vari-
ous types of artworks, including sculpture, 
sketch, watercolor painting, oil painting, Chi-
nese calligraphy, printmaking, graphic de-
sign, and photography. 
 As there were abundant artworks 
with their distinguishing features, revealed 
Ms. Lien Chiang, the most challenging of all 
was the selection process. She hoped every-
one’s effort could be seen through this exhibi-
tion.
 Attending the exhibition for the 
first time, Mia Chang from 10C said, “it was 
special and meaningful as it collected the 
artworks from students in Kang Chiao and

Jane Wu   10C

 One distraction that Taiwan 
students would love to have is self-ex-
pression through clothes and fashion. 
This year, for a brief period of four days, 
students at KCIS finally got to enjoy a 
chance to express themselves creative-
ly in dress. 
 As Sydney Wang from 10B said, 
“[We seldom] have the chance to dress 
up and show our spirit as an interna-
tional school.” She also expressed that 
it was nice to have this chance to dress 
up and relax and get away from the 
pressure of schoolwork.
 KCIS was relatively unscathed 
by the global pandemic, which saw 
many other schools outside of Taiwan 
shut down for remote online learning 
only. Facing only the minor inconven-
ience of having to wear face masks all 
day long at school for a year, students 
were still able to gather every day to 
share experiences with their teachers, 
classmates, and friends. 
 One of the new social experi-
ences we were able to share this year 
was Spirit Week. Excitement grew 
each day as everyone anticipated a 
week without uniforms. 
 Even those who originally 
had not planned to dress up ended 
up joining in on the fun by the end of 
the week. Amanda Wang from 9E ex-
pressed, “My friends looked so fascinat-
ing in the first few days of spirit week.

This motivat[ed] me to join them and 
be a part of the celebration!”
 Spirit Week kicked off on a 
sleepy Monday with “Pajamas Day” 
(Mar. 22). Students donned pajamas 
of all sorts and seasons: from fluffy 
and cozy onesies to cool and light 
summer shorts.
 Tuesday was “Twins Day” 
(Mar. 23). Friends got together and 
dressed up in the same colors and 
styles as duos. Some even came 
as triplets, quadruplets, and entire 
groups showed up in the exact same 
outfits.
 Wednesday was “Sports 
Day” (Mar. 24), where students had 
fun dressing up and showing the 
sporting spirit of KCIS by donning 
their favorite sports player’s jerseys 
or sports team’s sweatshirts. 
 Students not following any 
particular sports teams, in turn, 
dressed up in their usual athletic gear.  
 Thursday was “Pink Day” 
(Mar. 25) with an educational tone of 
raising awareness for breast cancer. 
 Friday (Mar. 26), the most 
anticipated day of Spirit Week, was 
supposed to be a full-scale, all-out 
“Pride Day” with similar relaxation of 
the dress code as the first four days, 
but an unexpected change of events 
interfered with student plans for the 
celebration of pride. 

organized them into an art exhibition. It is an 
exhibition belonging to all Kang Chiao stu-
dents.”
 Mia Chang’s artwork, True Cost of 
High-Rises, also participated in the New Tai-
pei City Student's Contest of Art Exhibition 
and won third place. Mia explained, “The 
artwork emphasizes how the pursuit of mod-
ern-day high-rise buildings leads to ecologi-
cal destruction.”
 Dandelion and Vitality, created by 
Christine Lin, were expressed in vivid colors 
and bold strokes. 
 “They both concentrated on the 
idea of the beauty and greatness of nature,” 
explained Christine. “People usually neglect 
the splendid performers of those small wild 
plants. I was inspired to create these two art-
works to show the vivid and wonderful art of 
nature.”
 Individuality, created by Risa Naka-
mura from 12E showed the technique of col-
lage art. She said, " Individuality was inspired 
by my insecurities as I sometimes found it 
difficult to have the courage to be different. 
Through this work, I hope to present the im-
portance and beauty of being unique.”
 Jacqueline Chin, a parent at the ex-
hibition, expressed, “I come every year, and 
it's getting better and better each year!”
 The art exhibition included works 
from Kang Chiao creative art classes, per-
forming art classes, art competitions, and AP 
and IB art classes. Regardless of the students’ 
grades and levels, each demonstrated their 
creativity and perspective of art and life.

 As a disciplinary action, 
school authorities canceled free 
dress, which led to a great deal of 
grumbling and disappointment from 
students and faculty members.
 The silver lining in the can-
cellation was the parade that came 
about as a result. Pride Day went 
on instead as a student-organized 
parade and speech event on the 
field in lieu of the original school 
and house council-organized event. 
Students found ways around the 
new regulations by buying rainbow 
face masks, accessories, and socks. 
Some even snuck in temporary tat-
toos and surreptitiously painted 
their classmates in rainbow face 
paint. 
 The week ended on a high 
note with Owen Kuo from 11A en-
thusiastically summing up that the 
student-organized pride parade was 
“a great show of support for the 
LGBT+ community from [KCIS] stu-
dents.”
 Even though the last day did 
not start out as expected, students 
and faculty came together as a com-
munity in the end for an even more 
significant expression of support: a 
student-led ad-hoc Pride Parade. As 
a true expression of student spirit, 
this was the capstone to a success-
ful school spirit week.

The faculty surprised the students by 
dressing up as Waldo for Twins Day.
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The Peaceful Gathering : A Photo Essay

One day, the sun went out. 

People didn’t notice at first. The majority of the residents were inside, where the 
only light they ever experienced was the harsh white of fluorescent ceiling panels. 
Those who had bothered to venture out onto one of those seldom-used observation 
decks had long since stopped coming. The only ones left were the scraggly, wrinkled 
flowers beside the bench. 

The first to detect an anomaly were those monitoring the archaic photovoltaics. The 
solar panels had slowly faded into disrepair after the adoption of fusion energy on 
the cruise. Now, they were maintained by curators in an attempt to preserve the 
history of the ship. When they first noticed the slow dip in the paltry output, their 
first reaction was one of general resignment. “So they’ve finally stopped. Shame.”

When the word did spread, the general reaction was one of mild disinterest. There 
were a few raised eyebrows, a few thoughtful expressions, a few “Ah, yes, that old 
thing”s. Some people didn’t remember the sun, faces scrunched up in momentary 
confusion, before dismissing it and going about their way. One girl laughed, softly, 
quietly, before nodding and turning towards the lift, a faint smile on her face.

When the cruise had set out, millions of millennia before, the sun had been a 
healthy G-type main-sequence star, with billions of years left to live. 

Those on the cruise were the social elite of old Earth, the bourgeoisie, the crème 
de la crème of society. They launched in search of “a new life among the stars”, one 
where they didn’t have to worry about petty things, like laws, or death, or taxes.

      the dying star
Yorik Chuang   9G

    Not only is April 1st a day 
for pranks, but it was also a day for 
students and teachers to scavenge 
around the campus for Easter eggs.
 On that day, fifty eggs were 
scattered all around the school, 
from the cafeteria to the gym to the 
House Masters’ classrooms. Within 
the egg-shaped containers were slips 
of paper with printed numbers and 
environmental-promotion slogans, 
also known as reward coupons. As a 
part of the incentives, students were 
able to exchange the coupons for 
prizes that included house merch and 
packaged snacks. 
 Made with eco-friendly egg 
cartons, the Easter eggs were more 
than just items of amusement. They 
also promoted the idea of reviving 
our withering Earth, highlighting 
the importance of recycling through 
a creative and interactive hunt for 
them.

the school’s decorations, and behind 
fire extinguishers. Some were even 
questioning teachers about any 
potential sightings. 
 Andrea Liao from 10G 
believed her awareness towards 
her surroundings on campus 
“has definitely increased,” with 
her noticing little details around 
the school that she might have 
otherwise ignored. 
 “I only wish there were 
more eggs for me to find,” expressed 
Isaac Lei from 11E. Although the 
eggs were widely sought, it can be 
argued that they were almost too 

So That’s What Egg Cartons Are Really For

Photos by:   Amelia Su  11A                                       Ting Kai Chang    10E                                                  Augustin Langlet   11A                                                            

Cantaloupe
By Kyle Chen   11G

Cantaloupe,
Smashes it and it breaks 
because it’s not made of steel.

Cantaloupe,
You think you have hard skin
But that toughness doesn’t protect you at all.

Cantaloupe,
Do not wish for skin of steel because
A fruit made of steel won’t have meat so sweet
It makes children smile and giggle.

Cantaloupe,
I actually don’t like cantaloupe,
It smells weird.

When Will True Love Come?
Jerry Chiang   11F

All by myself, I do not sleep at night,
but out to tread amid the soft moonlight.
Beneath the night sky glitt’ring blue with wonder,
I close my eyes and hence in silence ponder:

When will true love come?

Will you be here for me in senseless days
when mem’ries untold slowly fade to gray?

When will true love come?

Will you be here for me in lonely nights
when no one comes to share this tender sight?

When will true love come?

Will you be here for me when I bear woe
and need a comp’ny who my feelings know?

When will true love come?
The time I know not, but I do expect
that you my girl lie somewhere in my fate.
But ere that time when our paths intersect,
I’d just keep treading every night and wait.

Sakura
By Michelle Chen   7D

Small light-pink Sakura flowers
waking up in the warm spring day

Everyday it swings, dances, and sways
If they are happy, they will even sing
Sometimes birds join their singing choir

Small Sakuras sparkle sweetly in spring day
Even if it does nothing, it still attracts
All the tourists, citizens, and animals

Its beauty cannot be compared
But they only come once a year
All nice things come to an end
but it is Sakura’s turn now

Sakura is a small, timed bomb
Once its time is up, BOOM, and it is gone
Its life is short, and so is its beauty

    Poetry

 Adding to the treasure-
hunting process,  “we also want 
more people to participate in house 
events,”  noted Sherry Huang from 
11E, one of the house captains 
for Eastern House. To achieve this 
initiative, the event also allowed 
another way for students to be 
involved: by hands-on designing the 
recyclable Easter eggs. 
 Natasha Wong from 702 
described such an addition as 
unique, for the decision takes into 
account students’ different areas of 
interests, providing opportunities 
not only for those wishing to find 
the recyclable eggs, but also for 
those wishing to decorate them.
 As the day of the Easter egg 
scavenger hunt began, more students 
seemed to occupy the hallways during 
both the five-minute and long break 
times, all looking in different 
places: on top of lockers, around 

widely sought, which means the 
demand might have exceeded the 
supply. Yet every recyclable egg held 
a meaning larger than what was 
presented at first sight.
 The cardboard egg cartons 
used were not explicitly bought 
for the scavenger hunt, but were 
ones that would actually be 
disposed of soon. The Eastern 
House representatives wanted to 
fulfill their activity’s purpose to the 
fullest by reusing the manufactured 
materials, in turn also discouraging 
the act of thoughtlessly throwing 
items away.

Candy Chen 11A

The civilizations of Earth and Mars grew, flourished, and crumbled as the cruise kept 
up its lonely circuit, slowly making laps around the solar system. Never stopping, never 
ceasing, like the hands on a clock, slowly but surely orbiting around the gravity well at 
the center.

Back on the observation deck, the flowers, in all their faded, wilted glory, were joined by 
another. An errant hand brushes the crumbling tulips, the gentle touch sending them 
crumbling into dust. 

It is the girl from earlier. 

She sits down on the bench, beside the long-dead floral arrangement, looking out past 
the pitted transparent panels, dotted with tiny craters, prints from long-past collisions 
with micro-debris. Adjusting the scarf around her neck, she watches as the particles 
catch the light. She raises a hand towards the dead star, fingers outstretched, as if to catch 
the last shreds of warmth, if just momentarily, before they slip past her.

As the last rays of fading sunlight spiral past her, the solar radiation making its slow, slow 
trek into the endless void of space, the girl smiles once more. The hand falls. The cruise 
ship continues its eternal maiden voyage, drifting into deep space, now at long last cut 
free from the gravity of the old star. 

Augustin Langlet   11A Augustin Langlet   11AArmand Raichandani    11A
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                   Sweat, Spirit, and Glory
  Kevin Chen   10C

 The Choxue (CX) basketball 
competition this year took place from 
3/19 to 4/12, with one to two games per 
week. 
 Numerous schools participated 
in this competition, separated into 
several groups. The organizers placed 
Kang Chiao, Fuxing, Yongchun, and 
Songshan High School of Agriculture 
and Industry as the opponents for the 
first round of the competition.  
 In this season’s first round, 
Kang Chiao holds a 2-4 record. However, 
three of the four losses consisted of close 
games fought right until the sound of the 
buzzer. 
 CX plays a major role in 
developing students’ interests, improving 
their skills, and providing them with the 
excitement of playing and interacting 
with other players on the court. 
 Tom Tien from 10C, a member 
of the basketball team, said, “By being 
a player, CX gives us a chance to play 
against opponents every week and also 
to challenge ourselves to become a better 
player.”  
 The founder of CX, Mr. Cheng 
Ho, believes that sports help shape 
students’ characters by improving their 
value systems and leadership ability.

Therefore, he hopes students can play 
sports to learn more through experiences 
instead of always studying the textbook. 
 To change the stereotypical 
thinking that students should only 
study, Ho wants to combine the 
traditional teaching system and his 
sport system together. Therefore, the 
score requirements for every player are 
stricter than any other leagues, showing 
that student-athletes can also have good 
grades while playing sports.
 Unlike other leagues, schools 
have home games and away games. One 
reason is that the students can feel more 
comfortable and confident in home 
games. Knowing that the crowd’s cheer 
can also affect the players’ mood, Mr. Ho 
hopes they can really feel the passion of 
the crowds and really experience what a 
real basketball game feels like through 
the help of Choxue.
 Kang Chiao’s basketball team 
coach, Mr. Sean Hsu, shared, “I think the 
most important or the main reason why 
students are willing to participate more 
in Choxue is because there are away 
and home games. And when we play 
our home games the students want to 
represent the school and show the home 
crowd that we are capable of winning.” 

 On March 26th, the highly 
anticipated presidential election came 
to an end. I would like first to applaud 
all three teams for their relentless 
participation and robust patience in 
facing criticism during the election. 
 As a spectator, it has always been 
fascinating to join in discussions with 
peers, predict the results, and observe 
the candidates’ actions. Thus, I decided 
to interview candidates and spectators to 
learn what they believed were the most 
critical aspects of the campaign and to 
provide insight for potential candidates.
 To start, the general idea that 
popularity wins the election is refuted by 
one candidate. Sam Chen, a candidate of 
team 2, believes that “the character [they] 
built up” was essential. He feels while 
he wasn’t popular before the election, 
campaigning gave him a chance to 
provide a previously unseen perspective 
of his personality, particularly the side 
that he could sing: “before [everybody] 
thought we were nerds, but our song kind 
of changed that.” 
 Winston Liao, a candidate of 
team 1, and Kevin Chang, a candidate of 
team 3, mainly spoke on the importance 
of preparation. 

  The Presidential Election: How to succeed

              We didn't want it to end...

  Anthony Wang   11E
 Devoting more time to creating 
possible policies by finding out each 
grade’s specific needs was advice from 
Winston Liao; creating distinctive promo 
videos such as candidate three’s “Ok Eats,” 
two’s song “Just Tell Me”, and one’s “Let’s 
make this year different” were considered 
as necessary “headstarts” to attract 
popularity.
 The more early to be attached 
to the Instagram account and the more 
diverse the better, was a comment from 
Kevin Chang.
 The election speech was a 
determining aspect as well. A few spectators 
spoke on how crucial it was to set an image 
of the candidates during the campaigns. 
 One stated that their ideas were 
similar, but the way they expressed them 
was a different story. The picture the 
candidate yields to the public, such as 
leadership and confidence, shows that they 
can communicate their ideas efficiently to 
become the voice of the students. 
 Kevin Chang also commented that 
confidence was crucial during the speech, 
and stated that during the speech “[his] 
microphone wasn’t working too well,” and 
their smaller voices affected their speech 
quality. Time for new microphones?

Thomas Hu   10D

 Karate is not Taekwondo. It 
is a modern martial art with ancient 
roots. Masters of Okinawa-te traveled 
to Taiwan and China to learn Kung-
Fu, combined that with local fighting 
systems, and created the popular, brutal 
and highly effective art of karate.
 I started as a toddler, and 
now hold 4th Dan certifications with 
the International Karate-Do Goju-Kai 
Association and the Chinese Taipei 
Karate Federation, and a 5th Dan with the 
Taiwan Karate-Do Goju-Kai Association. 
I’ve competed for both South Africa and 
Taiwan, and I am proud to have won 
medals for Taiwan internationally.
 Established in 2012, the KC 
Karate Club practices Goju-Ryu Karate, 
a traditional style of karate which 
includes punches, strikes, kicks, throws, 
and grappling.

 Karate is a highly eclectic art, 
taking from other systems what works 
and discarding what doesn’t, making 
it a truly mixed martial art. The 
roundhouse kick, for example, was 
adopted from Muay Thai, but there are 
many similarities between karate and 
judo, aikido, and BJJ.
 Karate is a great form of 
physical and mental exercise. It is 
an effective self-defense system 
that improves coordination, muscle 
development and concentration, 
builds confidence, and teaches 
respect, patience, and humility. The 
focus gained by practicing karate 
may even contribute to improving 
school grades. At our club, we practice 
modern competition-style karate, 
traditional combat karate, and even 
some weapons, like the sai.

                         Enter the Dojo

 He also recommended trying 
different approaches for senior high and 
junior high speeches, since juniors are more 
energetic while seniors, who have listened to 
speeches for years, prefer more constructive 
and unique ideas. 
 For advertising, it was crucial 
to interact with the students as much as 
possible. Fiona Kao, a candidate of team 2, 
spoke on the strategy of separating voters 
into categories such as teachers, high school, 
and middle school students, figuring out 
what policies appeal to each group the most. 
 A spectator stated that when the 
teams took photos with the students, they 
interacted with them to ask for possible 
policies to make them feel like their voices 
were heard. Additionally, Winston Liao 
commented that each candidate’s Instagram 
posts needed unique designs to convey each 
team’s unparalleled policies to gain more 
attention.
 In conclusion, the recommen- 
dations and notes from the interviewees 
mainly focused on these points: confidence 
during campaigning, preparation for more 
ideas, unique advertising strategies to stand 
out, and connecting more with the public. 
To succeed in the House Council Election, 
novel ideas give the greatest chance to win.

 Our students participate in 
national and international competitions 
and represented Taiwan at the 2015 
IKGA Asia Pacific competition in 
Jakarta, Indonesia, winning 12 medals 
for Taiwan. At the 2017 IKGA Global 
Championships, held at the Richmond 
Olympic Oval in Vancouver, Canada, our 
school’s competitors also won 4 medals 
for Taiwan. We are currently preparing 
for the next IKGA Global Championships 
to be held in 2022 in Chiba, Japan.
 Very few people who start 
karate reach black belt, but Kang Chiao 
students are dedicated and train hard, 
so we have an above-average number 
of students who achieve black belt. We 
follow a strict syllabus and students are 
graded to higher belt levels as they master 
the curriculum. Since 2012, our club has 
produced 19 black belts!

 The KC Karate Club is more 
than just a sports team. Students compete 
mostly individually, but progress cannot 
be made without teammates. Trust is 
developed and friendships are forged 
in the dojo, which results in a close-
knit community, often referred to as 
the karate family. We have summer and 
winter camps every year, and hope to 
visit Japan again during winter breaks 
once the pandemic has passed.
 All students are welcome to 
join the after-school karate club, but to 
ensure quality instruction, membership 
is kept low at about 20 students, and 
since achieving a black belt takes at least 
3 years if you train often and very hard, it 
is better to start earlier.
 Our students will continue to 
train hard, reap the rewards, and keep 
the Kang Chiao flag flying high.

Mr. Leslie Barnett

Mr. Hsu also suggested, “students can 
work on different skills against different 
schools.” 
 He feels like team spirit and 
learning from past experience is the 
biggest impact of CX tournaments. 
Choxue gives students the opportunity 
to work as a team, to develop their 
teamwork and chemistry. They also need 
to learn from the previous games, see 
what they did wrong, and improve in 
future tournaments.
 Just like Phil Jackson, a former 
basketball player and coach, said, “The 
strength of the team is each individual 
member. The strength of each member is 
the team.” 
 Choxue teaches that in order for 
a basketball team to succeed and win the 
games, teamwork is indispensable. 

Ophelia Tsai demonstrating 
self-defense against Aaron Cheng.

Timmy Wu doing a flying kick with
Alex Lo.

Leslie Barnett Sensei 
demonstrating competition 
techniques against Charlie Tao.

Timmy and Jimmy Wu took third 
place at the global Goju-Kai 
Championships in Vancouver.

 The cycling trip is a unique ex-
perience, with friends by your side, en-
couraging each other to push on to stay 
awake.  
 Before the trip started, like eve-
ryone else, I was very excited and was 
looking forward to finally leave school 
and have fun for two weeks. But I still 
kept learning.   
 This trip helped me to improve 
strength-wise and communication-wise.  
 It was really dangerous to bike in 
the city because with cars left and right, 
we never knew which one was going to 
drive into us. We had a close call one 
day when a motorcycle on our left sud-
denly cut into our group. We squeezed 
the brakes, and nearly crashed into each 
other. The teacher was furious, but what 
was funny was that the motorcycle that 
cut in immediately bumped into the rear 
of a truck, and karma was served.
 My favorite part of the trip was 
when we were lining up to go down a su-
per steep and long road next to the high-
way. There was a line of students and two 
Giant employees who were letting  stu-
dents go down one at a time. That was 
the only time in the entire trip where we 
could ride fast. 

 My least favorite part of the 
trip was when it rained because that 
meant we had to put on our raincoats 
which made it very hot when biking 
and we sweat so much. But if water 
got into the raincoat, it would be super 
cold, with the raincoat sticking to our 
bodies. 
 Moreover, our backs would be 
super dirty, from all the dirt and sand 
splashed from the back tire. There was 
this one rainy day, we were at a stop to 
rest, and the restroom had showers. So 
imagine, a bunch of guys in a shower 
showering with their clothes on. I regret 
doing it afterward because it was super 
cold. 
 To future 10th graders, my first 
advice to you is to stay healthy. A lot of 
people were getting sick and having 
to sit out for a day, which would be a 
waste. Be mindful of your condition, 
especially after rainy days.   
 The last and most important 
piece of advice is for you is to enjoy the 
trip while it lasts. We were having fun 
during the 12 days, and when it came 
to the end, it felt like we didn’t have 
enough time, that we didn’t want it to 
end. So, enjoy each day while you can. 

Two photos above by Bobe Wu 10F
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       A Hopeful Gambit

 A group of KCIS students 
(Kevin Chang, Joyce Lee, Kita Hu, 
Nicole Chang, Sunny Wang, Andrew 
Pan, Shannon Wu, and Sylvia Liu) joined 
the 2020 International CyberFair to 
raise awareness for Community Groups 
and Special Populations through their 
research.
 We focused on the following 
topic: To fulfill the needs of increasing 
markets and an aging society, migrant 
workers from Southeast Asia travel to 
Taiwan at an ascending annual rate; 
however, the Taiwanese government has 
not yet developed a mature policy to help 
those workers. 
 As we researched our topic, 
we discovered a group of young adults 
who have established a non-profit 
organization to help Southeast Asian 
workers learn skills and share their 
culture. The organization found the name 
“One-Forty” because one out of 40 people 
in Taiwan was a migrant worker in 2015. 
 Kai-Hsiang Chen, one of the 
founders, traveled to the Philippines 
for three months after graduating from 
university. The experience formed a 
unique bond between him and the 
migrant workers. Another co-
founder, Jyh-Ning Wu, had met  
Yani, an Indonesian woman, who 
enlightened Wu to devote herself to 
migrant workers’ contemporary issues.

Kevin Chang   11B

Conformity, a Good or a Bad Thing?

               

 In an interview with Kai-
Hsiang, he mentioned Mandala, who 
had reached out to One-Forty for as-
sistance. She had wanted to own a shop 
(mainly a pet shop or a bird shop) due 
to her love for animals. When she was 
in the One-Forty school, Mandala drew 
a blueprint of her dream, naming her 
dream shop and confirming her next 
goal. 
 In 2019, Mandala returned 
to Indonesia and established her store, 
painting the One-Forty logo on her wall. 
She appreciated the organization for as-
sisting her in Taiwan; it had brought 
light to her life. Finally, inspired by One-
Forty, Mandala found a social volun-
teering organization in Indonesia. Her 
organization gathered volunteers to help 
clean the beaches and rivers; Mandala’s 
story is only one example of One-Forty’s 
achievements in assisting migrant work-
ers.
 One-Forty's goals were not as 
easy to reach as imagined, and their fu-
ture is still going to be arduous. 
 Kai-Hsiang and Jyh-Ning have 
devoted their time and effort to overturn 
society’s stereotypes and fight for a bet-
ter future for Southeast Asian migrants. 
They have tried to give this group of 
people a better life. Our hope is that the 
Taiwanese government can also come in 
and assist these organizations.

Grandmaster games” while also 
accounting for the school setting 
by using the competition type of 
“elimination, to lower the time amount 
on each round.”
 According to Anderson, the 
competition result was “surprising, 
because there were a lot of people 
interested, which was more than 
expected.”
 However, KC3 still had its 
share of difficulties, such as absent 
competitors and scheduling problems 
due to students being busy. The 
scheduling problem and the numerous 
students attending caused the 
competition to be postponed several 
times, which delayed many individual 
players’ matches.
 Despite the difficulties, many 
students enjoyed the competition. 
 “I think the competition 
was very fun; there were 4 rounds in 
total and I met several other strong 
competitors during the matches,” 
said Charlie Ku, the winner of the SLG 
division. “I signed up because I think 
chess is a very fun game involving a 
variety of strategies and tactics, and 
I wanted to test my skills as a chess 
player in the KC3 tournament.”
 When asked to describe 
the KC3 Championship, competitor 
Jonathan Yang stated: “The prizes of the 
competition were excellent, especially 
the grand prize. I greatly enjoyed the 
competition and the skillful opponents. 

I never thought I would make it that far 
into the competition, which makes me 
want to participate in another similar 
competition in the future.” 
 Even though the competition 
was a success, the main organizer 
Anderson Yang is in 12th grade, which 
initially put the future of similar 
competitions into question. For now, 
Anderson says he wants to focus on 
“helping other grades to continue 
chess.” When asked of the changes he 
would make if the competition could be 
held again, Anderson wishes the prizes 
can include official school-sponsored 
transcripts for participants and a higher 
2000 NTD grand prize, which would 
make “everyone benefit from being 
interested in chess.”
 Fortunately, the chess 
championship will still continue. The SLG 
winner Charlie Ku said, “Next year, my 
friends and I will try to continue to host 
the KC3 competition after the original 
host Anderson leaves for university, so 
I hope we will be able to make it even 
more successful!”
 The KC3 Championship was 
certainly an astonishing success, in 
both igniting the spirit of chess in Kang 
Chiao and in creating a new thrilling 
competition for students. As KC3 ended 
this semester, the future looks bright 
for chess in Kang Chiao, with many of 
the competitors inspired to participate, 
or even organize, another chess 
championship in the future.

    Albert Lai   11A

               Endeavoring for Absolute Justice

  During an intense three-day 
competition from 3/8 to 3/12, students 
played against each other in two 
groups in the KC3 Kang Chiao Chess 
Championship. The Standard Level 
Game (SLG) had a total of 16 players, 
composed of newer chess players, while 
the High Level Games (HLG) had a total 
of 8 players, composed of veteran chess 
players. 
 The competition was organized 
using the simple and efficient bracket 
system, with two players from their own 
respective groups playing each other, 
with the winner moving up the bracket. 
Each game was organized in the same 
manner as standard professional games, 
with each player randomly assigned 
white or black pieces and a total of 15 
minutes for making their moves.
 The championship also had 
a wide variety of prizes, such as the 
1000 NTD grand prize, KC3 chess pins, 
and printed certificates, which were 
all prepared by the organizers.
 KC3 was first envisioned 
by Anderson Yang after he watched 
the popular Netflix series Queen’s 
Gambit, which first brought him to 
play chess. After being introduced to 
chess, Anderson wanted to enter a 
chess competition, but after realizing 
that there were none in Kang Chiao, 
he decided to organize a competition 
himself.
 Anderson conceptualized KC3 
by studying “the organization of Chess

10 category and combining KC Pitch 
Perfect with the 2nd foreign language 
singing contest,” added Winston. “It 
was tough because we had to unite 
the schedules of the two different 
contests, but after discussing many 
times with the Learning Center, we 
succeeded.” 
 Another change the Western 
House made to this year was changing 
the name of the contest from KC 
Voice to KC Pitch Perfect. When asked 
about this change, Winston explained 
that the new name was inspired by 
the famous and popular movie Pitch 
Perfect in order to produce better 
advertising effects for the singing 
contest.
 A large number of participants 
applied for the contest, but according to 
Winston, not many sent their videos in 
the end, which was an issue.
 “I participated in KC Pitch Perfect 
for fun, and I also saw it as an opportunity 
to test my performance skills”, said Sam 
Chen from 11C, the winner of the G11-12 
category. “Every contestant was skilled, 
so I feel very honored to be chosen as 
the winner.”
 However, Sam also pointed 
out that the organization of KC Pitch 
Perfect was a bit messy. According 
to his analysis. “First of all, the 
preparation and organization of the

event need improvement because 
the important dates kept changing. 
Secondly, hardware management 
during the finals could be better.”
 To solve the problems he 
stated, Sam suggested setting clear 
dates for the contest, as well as 
adding an information session for 
participants to allow them to better 
understand how the contest works.
 Despite the issues regarding 
this year’s KC Pitch Perfect, overall 
students still felt satisfied with the 
results.  
 “I participated in KC Pitch 
Perfect because I wanted to try 
performing onstage,” said Cheryl 
Chen from 7F. “The competition 
was very interesting; although I’m a 
little sad that I made some mistakes 
during the preliminaries, I feel that 
it was a good chance to improve my 
skills, so I would like to participate 
again next year.”
 KC Pitch Perfect not only 
allows students to experience the 
excitement of performing onstage, 
but also trains students’ singing 
skills by providing an incentive 
to practice and improve. Now 
that KC Pitch Perfect has ended, 
students are looking forward to 
next year’s contest, whether as a 
potential participant or spectator.

 On 2/26 and 3/12, students 
battled it out with their voices in the 
finals of KC Pitch Perfect, a singing 
contest organized by the Western House. 
A total of 18 students were chosen, 6 
each from 7th to 8th grade, 9th to 10th 
grade, and 11th to 12th grade. 
 During the preliminary stage, 
contestants were required to record 
and send a video of their singing 
performance to the organizers from 
Western House; their videos were 
then evaluated by several judges to 
determine the final six that would 
eventually enter the final round of the 
contest.
 Due to the COVID-19   pan-
demic, the Western House leaders 
faced several challenges while or-
ganizing KC Pitch Perfect. According to 
the Western House Captain Winston 
Liao, “the organizing process was 
tiring as the prolonged winter vacation 
messed up our schedule, but I think 
overall it was pretty successful in the 
end.” 
 Winston also said that 
because of these issues, the organizing 
team made impromptu choices during 
the contest as well. 
 “We also made several 
changes to this year’s contest as 
compared to last year, such as adding 
a best popularity award for the G9—

Perfect Pitch In Pitch Perfect
    Charlie Ku   11C

 In today’s world, we, as humans, accept 
the rules set up by society. Of course, these 
“rules” might differ depending on where you live, 
but still, there are matters that pretty much apply 
to everyone.
 People tend to follow the “rules” set by 
society, which we called the act of involving a 
change in belief or behavior in order to fit in with 
a group — conformity. 
 In practice, people are extremely 
conformist, and it’s the way the world works. 
Humans adapt to these norms without thinking 
about them all that much, yet, every single action 
committed affects the order in our society. That’s 
the main reason we have the “rules” in society. 
 There are so many people in this world 
that do not feel like others, yet they are, in a way, 
obliged to follow society’s norms because they 
were pressured into doing this, even when it’s not 
something that they want. And as much as this is 
a good thing, it’s also bad.
 In a conformist society, people lose their 
individuality so that they can become accepted 
in order to escape the burden of committing an 
action with negative consequences. What’s more 
disturbing is that we find ourselves pressured 
to fit the “perfect image” in our society or the 
groups we supposedly belong in. When we fail 
to do it we are met with criticism, bullying, and 
disapproval. Group pressures can take on many 
forms, yet the end result is always the same — 
negative consequences on one’s wellbeing. 
 The truth is, most people will remain in 
their comfort zone whilst persistently following 
the norms set up by society. Society is built on

specific norms for a reason, and some people feel 
perfectly comfortable living with societal norms. 
Some personalities are perfect for being a part of 
a group and belonging somewhere, while others 
are simply not made for that. 
 At the end of the day, you can be 
whatever you choose to be, and you won’t be 
making a mistake as we all choose how our 
lives will end up. Whether you see conformity 
as a bad thing, a good thing, or something in 
between, be whoever you want to be regarding 
your own happiness. The key is to always stay 
yourself.

Angela Tsai   10F

 Individuality -   Risa Nakamura   12E

Monkey on the Train -   Kyle Chen   11G

Right:
Harvest-
Emily Chen   11C
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 However, Arteresting was not 
only an exhibition. We collaborated with 
a charity, donating every dollar of our 
tickets to people in need. After the two-
day exhibition, we donated about four 
thousand dollars to the charity, so the 
exhibition was also a token of our will to 
support those we usually cannot help. 
 After organizing this event, we 
felt satisfied and content. 
 “I’m glad that by sharing my 
artworks with my parents, families, 
and friends, I can help those in need 
simultaneously,” said Mia Huang. 
 Even though Arteresting was 
only two days, we met people who 
enjoyed and appreciated our artworks. 
By receiving advice from art teachers, 
the exhibition became a unique 
experience for us to learn too. I believe 
that Arteresting will become one of the 
most unforgettable memories of my 
high school life. 

 From March 21 to 22, six art-
devoted 11th grade students, Cecily Liao, 
Melody Tsai, Jean Hsieh, Venetia Liu, Mia 
Huang, and Sylvia Liu, mounted an art 
exhibition, Arteresting, to display various 
styles of artworks. The art exhibition was 
held at the Fiveart Gallery near the Taipei 
Main Station. 
 We started to plan this exhibition 
in October 2020. The poster, logo, and 
tickets were all designed by us. We also 
opened an Instagram account to promote 
our art exhibition. After all the preceding 
procedures were finished, we waited until 
March 21 to bring all the tools required, and 
gathered at 9 am to set up the artworks. 
 The exhibition provided a chance 
for us to share and present our artworks. 
One of the students, Sylvia Liu, used a 
specific luminous pigment in her artwork 
to display the idea of light penetrating 
through the ocean. Melody Tsai, a girl who 
is concerned about environmental issues, 
painted an elephant standing between the 
combination of the natural and the artificial. 
By painting with a dark and contrasting 
theme, Venetia expressed her pressure 
of work and interpersonal relationships. 
I painted several different photos of 
landscapes (taken by myself when traveling 
around the world with my family) by using 
various techniques. 
 Arteresting was an opportunity for 
us to share how we view the world, what we 
enjoy, and what we are passionate about.    

 I never knew that I can learn so much at the 
same time. The first Scout camp has actually amazed me. 
Although it was really tiring, I still think it was a unique 
experience.
 On the first day, I noticed that I only have such 
little time to take my stuff and then go into the groups. I 
have to be efficient and organized at the same time. I was 
annoyed at first, but then I started to realize this is to train 
me to be more efficient like a Scout member. 
 Being a Scout member must be really tiring, but 
it’s the goal to train yourself. I found out really quickly 
that we cannot just mess around. We have to be really 
concentrated on what we are doing and listen to every 
word the leader says. After this crazy training for us, I felt 
that this kind of activity is actually really helpful for me, 
especially in the future. 
 I know there will be a lot more challenging 
activities, so I must be more hardworking to stay in this 
camp. While in training, I had a lot of beautiful memories. 
The most unforgettable one was the night that we had a 
campfire. We sang among the fires and then danced around 
with joy. While everyone was together, I felt so happy even 
after the hard training. It was fun after all. 
 When we were gathering and dancing around the 
campfire, I remembered some Scouts poured a bit of water 
on us. It was so comfortable while the water splashed on 
me. I felt warm and happy at the same time. It was such 
an unforgettable experience. I hope I can continue to stay 
in this Scout troop and try my best to achieve the highest 
Scout rank.

 Scout camp really helps the new members to 
understand the life in the wild and helps us deal with 
issues by ourselves in different situations. The event means 
a lot to me and of course it could also benefit my life and 
make me more prepared for my future Scouting. 
 In addition, this experience also trained my 
leadership. I took the job as a quartermaster who had 
to manage cooking for everyone in the team during the 
camp. I’m very thankful for this chance. It made me more 
confident with my decision making. 
 Moreover, this camp teaches me how to be a nice, 
responsible person because we have to clean up everything 
we used and I have to fix every object I damaged. I’m very 
happy about the extremely fun Scouting experience, and I 
will definitely join next time. 
 Lastly, I learned massive amounts of Scouting 
knowledge in my mind by doing it. This event forced me to 
get out of my comfort zone, which made my family really 
proud after pushing myself to have the ability to deal with 
some hard tasks. All in all, I’m very proud of myself being 
a formal Scout member, and I will always remember these 
special experiences. And also, I will never forget what I 
learn and gain in this huge lovely Scout family.

       Evaluating the Scout Experience

Jubilee Yu   7D

 Cecily Liao 11F

  Arteresting: Our View of the World

 In the summer of 2019,   I  volun-
teered  at an elementary school in Hualien 
with the Eden Social Welfare Foundation, 
teaching rural-area children there. 
 After the experience, I 
remembered how the children always 
put on their smiles. I remembered the 
family issues, including grandparenting, 
single-parent families, and child abuse 
that the children faced. I remembered 
the children asking whether I would 
be back again. Moved by empathy for 
their situation, I decided to organize a 
summer camp for rural-area children. 
 After a year of preparation, 
including drafting proposals,  con-
tacting the elementary school, 
recruiting more volunteers, and dealing 
with all general affairs, in the summer 
of 2020, I started a camp at the same 
elementary school. The camp was called 
“Welcome to My Breakfast Shop.” The 
idea of this name came from a saying, 
“Breakfast is the most important meal 
of the day because it gives you the 
energy you need.” 
 I wanted the camp to bring 
children energy through the lessons and 
company that we, a group called “Along 
with Children” with 12 volunteers,
 gave them.

 The camp lasted for four days. 
Each day, there were different activities, 
which included hands-on activities 
related to different subjects we studied 
at school, and team-building and self-
exploration activities. 
 During volunteering, I often 
talked with the children. One day a 
little girl told me, “My dad often beats 
me and my sister. The government 
said if he does this again he will be 
sent to jail for four years.” A triplet 
told me their grandfather pushed 
one of them down the stairs because 
he was drunk. Hearing those stories, 
I know I can’t do much to change 
how their family behaves. The only 
thing that I can do is be with them, 
support them, and listen to them, 
which is one of the most important 
purposes of this camp. 
 Being fully involved in the 
formation and participation in this 
camp, I found that child-teaching 
volunteering is a “two-way” teaching 
experience. As we teach the children 
with educational materials, the 
children also teach us a lot. They 
taught us how to be appreciative, recall 
our naiveness, and bring us back to 
our childhood.  

 I have been studying at Kang Chiao Scouts since 
I was in 7th grade. In 7th grade, we had Scout class once 
every week, but at that time, I was not really interested in 
Scouting.  So then why would I  want to be in the Scouts 
Troop? 
 Well, the story started when my parents 
recommended me to join one of the Scout camping 
activities on campus. Back then, I wasn’t in the troop yet. I 
went to the camping activity only to see what this troop 
involved and had some new experiences. We had so many 
different cool activities, including things like making a 
campfire, setting up the tents, or even having a barbeque 
and grilling food for meals.
 Then, after this camp, I started to have some 
interest in Scouting. I felt like these activities would be so 
fun. One day, the Scoutmaster, Mr. Huang, asked me to 
join and be part of the formal Scout membership. At that 
moment I was wondering, should I join or not? But then 
I realized that if I am a Scout member and if I can achieve 
great rankings, these would help me in the future when I 
go to university. So it was a big yes, and I accepted the offer.
 Being a Scout member isn’t just all for fun. The 
true reason that we join the troop is to continue to learn 
new skills and prepare ourselves for our adult lives. We 
want to achieve a better troop relationship and to learn 
about teamwork. 
 Sometimes tasks aren’t going to be easy. We have 
obstacles to get through too. I have an example from my 
own experience. When I was taking the test for the second-
ranking, I had to do flag signals that were in coordination 
with one other member. The flag signals always made me 
struggle. I’m good at sending the message but terrible at 
receiving and analyzing it. Still, if you can’t make it the first 
time, try the second time. Just keep trying until success 
comes to you. I’ve learned to never give up. 
 In conclusion, I think the most important thing 
is to persevere for things you love. That is the point. If you 
want to get better, you must try. Nothing will come to you 
if you don’t do anything. On the other hand, if you do, then 
it will lead you to success.

Enid An   9G

 This is the first time I have walked out of my 
comfort zone and been in contact with nature, which is 
very fresh and challenging. I needed to sleep outdoors 
in a tent! Although it was a bit difficult for me, because 
this was my first time participating in a Scout event 
and for totally three days, I still believe that this was a 
valuable experience. 
 The obstacles and adversity encountered in 
the process made me more mature and understand 
the ways of solving difficulties, including the skill of 
tying knots, cooking food, drawing maps, and using a 
compass. Although it may not be useful now, I believe 
that one day these techniques I just learned will make a 
great contribution to me in the future. 
 The process was astonishing and memorable. 
We camped, sang and danced around the campfire on 
campus. The lesson that impressed me the most is the 
Scout promise. It allowed me to understand the good 
side of the Scouts, which made me admire them and 
want to join to be a part of them. 
 The three-day winter camp taught and helped 
me to accomplish some promises. For instance, one of 
the Scout promises is happiness. The time I spent with 
Scout friends brought me happy emotions. We did a 
lot of things together, played and smiled. Secondly, 
another promise is helping others. The way Scouts get 
along is in groups, and cooperating with each other. 
Capable people help those in difficulties. Finally, 
the responsibility. Scouts are in a disciplined team. 
Everyone will obey the norms and instructions given 
by the leaders. 
 The preparation for the last day's performance 
was my most unforgettable experience. During the 
process, the exaggerated plot and the humorous role 
playing created remarkable memories and lessons. In 
our team, we cooperated with each other. And learned 
from other people to make up for our own weaknesses. 
 All in all, I am grateful to have such experience, 
and I hope I can attain more in this big loving Scout 
family in the future!

C.Y. Huang   9C

Ethan An   9B

Each year, the KCIS Scouts attend camps and training sessions that teach survival skills and encourage students to co-operate with each other. One of the 
camps took place from January 20 to 22.

 So what do I find in 
volunteering? After this volunteering 
experience, I discovered that in 
Taiwan, many rural places are already 
full of resources. What they really 
need is people. Moreover, I truly 
understand the meaning of  “it's 
more blessed to give than to receive.”
 To me, volunteering is 
more than receiving service hours 
and college applications; it is a 
meaningful life experience, an 
experience that changed my attitude 
when viewing the world. It is a 
way to empathize with people who 
suffer in unpleasant situations. 
 To every student:
 The school requires us to 
do volunteering each semester in 
order to earn the volunteer hours we 
need to graduate. That being said, 
since no matter what, you’ll have to 
volunteer, why not make it worth 
it?  Why not do volunteering that 
can truly impact someone’s life? As a 
student who has already earned over 
500 volunteer hours, I encourage you 
to properly make use of this time 
to benefit someone’s life. During 
this process, you might even grow 
and earn valuable life experiences.

 Sherry Huang   11E

Welcome to My Breakfast Shop

Designed by Cecily Liao   11F Who is the real Savage? 
Sylvia Liu   11E

Destination 
Cecily Liao   11F

Dream
Mia Huang   11G
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Through The Eyes Of A Thespian
    Ilya Chernysh   12A

 There is a world that’s just like ours 
but doesn’t make much sense. Our eyes see 
that world as false, but our minds take it for 
real. This world lies between our reality and 
imagination. Unlike our world, this world 
bends space and time, where every being is a 
god. 
 This world may come in many 
names and many forms and shapes. Some see 
this world as fluff—clouds of pointless words 
and motions. Others call it acting. 
 As a senior actor in the school 
theatre club (KCIS Players), I have seen, felt, 
and pictured many things. I have had the 
extraordinary opportunity to see all sides of 
human beings, from the sweet and innocent 
kindness of a fairy, to the crooked evil 
mischief of a villain.  
 On stage, with the guidance of 
our brilliant director Mr. David Mitchell, 
our talented and diverse cast of more than 
fifty students are able to create captivating 
performances for our audience. 
 Since my first class in the drama club, 
I felt right at home. Our ensemble is a family 
glued together by love, respect, kindness, 
passion, and creativity. The stage is our home 
with walls made of solid and refined acts, and 
a wooden floor smoothed out and polished 
by our shoes and sweaty socks. 

     The Fantastic Toast Dropper and Other Stories
Ms. Lali Curry

 This semester, the grade 8 Design students 
were tasked with designing and crafting the much-
dreaded Rube Goldberg machine. A Rube Goldberg 
machine is an overly-complicated machine that 
completes a seemingly pointless task. 
 Classic examples are machines that help 
wipe your mouth after eating, or a machine that 
helps staple papers.
 Working together with their science teach-
ers, and following the design process, students were 
asked to research simple machines and find exam-
ples of other Rube Goldberg machines. Then, they 
planned their machines, through careful blueprint-
ing and materials lists. Next, they crafted their ma-
chines, taking meticulous notes and making journal 
entries about the problems they faced, as well as the 
solutions they found for these problems. Finally, 
students filmed their machine as it worked almost 
flawlessly, completing their innocuous tasks with 
ease. 
 At the beginning of this task, students were 
concerned about whether they would be able to ac-
complish the feat of their machines but drawing 
upon their tenacity and determination, they proved 
to not only be risk-takers but also inquirers, who 
would not quit until their machines were finally able 
to put their cereal into their milk. A multitude of 
kudos is rightly deserved for this year’s grade 8 stu-
dents and their Rube Goldberg machines!

The Cat Feeder 
Designed by Valerie Fu   8E

The goal of my machine is to feed my cat. 

 [On] the last day I worked on building the ma-
chine, I tested it a lot of times (37 times) because the 
location and the angle of different steps had to be in the 
right place, this way the machine would work. So I kept 
on adjusting the details about the machine. I also built 
the swing that would knock down the first book, so the 
rest would work like dominos. The swing is the new step 
I added. I changed the spoon part to the swing...because 
the spoon didn’t work very well. I also changed the last 
step which is the pulley part. The original version is us-
ing a box, but a few weeks ago, I changed it to a bag 
which is easier...However, I changed it again today. I de-
cided not to use the bag, instead, I tied the string that’s 
connected to the cup on the bottle. This way, the amount 
of steps are the same, and the machine would work bet-
ter. 
 Process of my machine: I will put the blocks at 
the top down, and its movement will hit the book...the 
books will fall like a set of dominos. Then, the last book 
will hit the ball, the ball rolls down the track, [and] hits 
the bottle. The bottle falls toward the ground and pulls 
the cup. Last, the food in the cup will be poured into the 
cat bowl. 

  The Learning Center, estab-
lished in 2018, offers various courses, 
including four world languages and 
afterschool classes, academic activi-
ties and competitions, mock tests and 
English minimum requirements for 
students, aiming to help the leaners 
achieve academic excellence and gain 
national as well as international recog-
nition in education. 
 Three sections are included in 
the Learning Center—the teaching sec-
tion, the counseling section, and the 
library section: 
 The teaching section provides 
students with courses and holds aca-
demic contests, as well as extra-cur-
ricular activities, to enable them to be 
ready for in-depth learning and global 
mobility; the counseling section holds 
a series of orientations regarding how 
to make a smooth transition to their 
study-abroad experience; the library 
section, last but not the least, encour-
ages students to read by holding fantas-
tic book fairs every semester.
 To equip our students with 
more international mobility to benefit 
their future studies, the Learning Cent-
er’s mission is to create more academic 
leaning aids for the learners in expec-
tation that our students can stand out 
from the crowd.

 Our club isn't just a playground; 
it is more a lab. A lab in which we 
work with acting formulas (such as 
Meisner, Hagen, and Stanislavsky), and 
experiment with moves and voices. 
Some things work out and some 
don't, and that's the beauty of it. Like 
all labs on planet Earth, our lab has a 
purpose—to unite people with ideas 
and emotions, to give them hopes and 
dreams. 
 True passion fuels our acting, 
not grades, nor fame, nor college credits 
because, in drama, such arid matters 
don’t play roles. 
 This year, my last year here, 
we planned to perform two plays; a 
play called Hoodie by Lindsay Price 
and a play called Fear And Misery Of 
The Third Reich by Bertold Brecht. 
Both plays present ideas that aim to 
challenge our thinking. Hoodie takes 
the audience on a journey to explore 
the struggles and challenges faced by 
teenagers, while Fear And Misery Of 
The Third Reich throws viewers back in 
time to portray the horrors of Hitler’s 
rule and challenge their morals. 
 Join the drama club if you feel 
the need to act!

The Door Closer
Designed by Emma Liao   8C

I want to build a machine that can help me close 
the door when I am on my bed. 

Reflections:

I successfully connected the design and science 
concept in my machine. I not only created the Rube 
Goldberg machine, but also did all the energy cal-
culation in each part of it. 
 I think I presented as an active learner 
while I was making my Rube Goldberg machine 
because I always learned from the past failure and 
did some adjustment to my machine. These im-
provements eventually lead to my success of creat-
ing this "Door Closer" machine.

The Toothpaste Squeezer
Designed by Teresa Chen   8B

My machine is going to help you out on squeezing 
your toothpaste onto your toothbrush. 

 Through this IDU project on both subjects 
Science and Design, I increased my understanding of 
both designing with a whole blueprint of a machine and 
basic use, and how simple machines work.
 There were lots of problems. The ramp at last 
did not work at my original location (in my room) after 
changing the location, the U-shaped dominoes pile did 
not work 90% of the time. The angles were really hard 
to measure and pile up correctly. The marble was hard 
to hit as well, where it was really hard to have the marble 
stay still and be easy to hit at the same time. Also, the 
original pulley kept on falling off, where it had to be 
held or else it would fall as well. The car tied to the pul-
ley’s string sometimes hit the dominoes and sometimes 
(most of the time) did not. Lastly, the books were too 
heavy to fall on each other.

Solutions: 

 Due to the ramps needing a height for the ball 
to roll down, I changed my location onto a table, allow-
ing the marble to fall from a specific height. I tried to 
pile [the dominoes] as close as I could, making the turn 
of the u-shaped have less gap in between. And for the 
marble, to let it stay well on the surface, I had a domino 
placed below it. This way, the domino had a greater fric-
tion than the glass surface of the table, but also the ac-
celeration of the marble from a specific height and the 
weight allowed the marble to roll faster and hit the can 
better. To solve the problem where the pulley kept on 
falling down, I used a magnet that sticks on to the wall 
better, and have the magnets sticking each other. And for 
the problem that the toy car did not hit the dominoes. I 
placed the dominoes even closer than I did before. Iso-
lating the table from the books reduced the vibration 
caused from the action of falling of the book, this is the 
solution I [found] to the problem how the dominoes 
were falling when the books formed vibration.

My machine can help me put a coaster below 
my cup.
Designed by Gabriel Chen   8B

Calling my mom on the phone
Designed by Seline Dung   8C

My goal is to put jam on toast by using 
many different machines.
Designed by Nathan Yeh   8E

The breakfast-providing 
machine
Designed by Bill Shen   8E

  Creating a blueprint:

The 10th Bookman English Book 
Report Contest for Senior High 
school students

The 2020 Kang Chiao’s English Book Re-
port Contest was held last semester, aim-
ing to look for students with great writing 
ability to represent the school at the 2020 
Bookman English Book Report Contest, 
which is a famous interschool book re-
port contest in Taiwan. Three candidates 
were selected from the school contest to 
represent our school, and won this com-
petition, beating top students around the 
country. Congratulations!

The 2020-2021 New Taipei City 
Speech and Composition Contest 
for Junior High & Senior High Stu-
dents

To enhance students’ capability, the 
Leaning Center held a school speech and 
composition contest to prepare our stu-
dents for the interschool competition. 
Four senior high and four junior high 
students participated in the 2020-2021 
New Taipei City Speech and Composi-
tion Contest and managed to win this 
challenging competition, thus proving 
their true ability. 

2020--2021 International Olympiad 
and Olympiad Training Camp

133 students participated in our Olympi-
ads and AMC program this semester; 32 
individual classes, including IJSO, IGEO, 
IOI, ILO IEO, AMC 10. Three of them, 
11C Charlie Ku, 1102 Ingrid Tseng, and 
11C Sam Chen beat students coming 
from schools all over the country and 
won the qualification of taking part in 
the 2021 International Olympiad and 
Olympiad training camp ; Charlie Ku, in 
the Economics Olympiad; Ingrid Tseng 
and Sam Chen, in the Earth Science Ol-
ympiad training camp.

         Introducing the Learning Center

Candy Chen 11A  -  1st Prize

Charlie Ku 11CThe Speech and Composition Contest

Ms. Trista Yang


