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the process, saws, carving tools, and 
sculpture from a cube of foam. �roughout

sandpaper were used to give the sculpture 
form; while acrylic paint was used to 
give the sculpture color and shading. 
I also used clay and wire to sculpt the 
feathers which formed the horse’s mane.

Christine Wang 11C

I made a foam sculpture of a crushed 

the can, it didn’t look like a can at all. 

Anjie Shih12C

Since foam sculpture is a new medium 
for me, it is hard to work it ideally 
because most of us only got one chance.
Unlike clay, chunk of foam can fall if I 
slice in in the wrong angle. Eventually 
I gave up part of my sculpture and 
replace that part with paper clay, and 
the outcome is better than I thought.

Julie Su 11E

Portfolio Art Class

Grade 10 Personal Projects

Seen Around School

Ms. Wunderink advised me to create
geometric lines and carve into the lines. 
It took me a while to get the idea, but the
more I did it, the better I got. It’s still not
perfect, but it is an improvement from
my �rst attempt.
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    Working as a Team

to clean all the trash. All the groups lined
up where group 1 would start picking up
trash. If there was any missed trash that
was not cleaned up, the second group
cleaned it up. A�er a long day of beach
cleaning, all the students were tired but 
everyone had pride on their faces.
        “At the end,we �nished the work
because we worked together,” said Sunny.
        Northern House Captain Wendy 

Wu, who was part of organizing this 
event,  said, “I think this event is really 
meaningful as we not only go out there 
to clean the beach ourselves but also 
make this world a nicer, safer place by 
improving the ecosystem and the 
environment.”

�e students that enrolled in this
event were given four hours of volunteering
service hours, because their hard work 
can make a change in our society.
         “We are cleaning up the Earth, our
one and only Earth. We must do something
to protect it,” said Wendy.   

 

 

 

   Daniel Yang 12G  
�is experience was way more

meaningful than I thought it could ever be.
As one of the vice captains of the Northern
House,I try to promote di�erent activities
with my team that can not only create 
stronger bonds between people in our 
house, but also raise awareness on issues
concerning environment and equality.

�e fact that our mascot is a tortoise
and the speci�c natural resource Northern
House represents is “water” prompted the
idea of starting our annual beach cleanup,
which eventually became a tradition of 
ours. Although this year's activity was 
postponed to May because of the weather,
the number of participants actually rose.   

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

Darren Huang  11C

        Creating Stronger Bonds

 Creating a Caring Community

        On May 5, a group of 80 students
from Kang Chiao went on a beach cleanup
in Keelung. Hosted by Northern House,
this activity was held for the third time.
Every year, the enrollment is always full.
�is year was not an exception.

Beach clean up is a di�cult job. Not
only do students have to stay persistent,
but they need to endure the fabulous 
smell of the garbage! However, Kang 
Chiao students still faced these challenges.
         A student from 9E, Sunny Wang, 
said, “I believe that helping the environment
needs hard work.”  
         It was Sunny’s �rst time to attend 
this kind of activity, but she likes the 
topic of protecting the environment. 
As a result, she put in exrta e�ort on this
beach cleanup event.
         She also thinks beach cleanup isn’t
an easy task and, in order to succeed the 
gaol, students need to work together as 
a team. Students were separated into 
groups and all the groups worked together 

When we arrived at the site, all of us were 
shocked by the amount of trash lying on the
beach, as if it was a land�ll. A�er the gloves
and tongs were allocated, the activity o�cially
started.
         Surprisingly, no one complained about
the heat, the pain a�er bending down for 
hours, and how tedious the task may be.
People actually identi�ed the di�erent types
of garbage and their possible sources and 
worried about the obstructive e�ects of this
waste.
         I was really satis�ed to see the drastic 
changes we made and what everyone said 
they learned from our activity. We are looking
forward to seeing you all again next year!  

Herman Melville, the author of Moby
Dick, once said: “We cannot live only for
ourselves. A thousand �bers connect us 
with our fellow men.’’
         In Kang Chiao International School, 
each house carries out that spirit of 
connection through organizing charity
events, sush as the �anksgiving food
drive run by the Eastern House. During
this semester, it was the Western House’s
turn to help the community with the 
clothing drive event. “Humanity is the 
theme of the Western House,” said Lillian
Liao (11A), one of the house captains.
“�is year we donated the clothes we
collected to the Eden Social Welfare 
Foundation.”    

�is foundation is based in Taiwan,
disabled and for disaster victims. �e people 
at Eden Social Welfare believe that 
community service shouldn’t be limited 
to initial aid, but needs to be followed up
by helping the victims successfully 
integrate back into society.

�e Western House has managed
the clothing drive event for many years. 
House members organized and executed
every step, from brainstorming to the 
intricate logistics which comes with 
managing such a large quantity of clothes.
Although managing such a large e�ort is
no easy task, the hard work the Western 
House put in made the clothing drive a
resounding success.  

        “�is year we raised over 1100 pieces 
of clothing,” Liao said. All of the donated 
clothes will eventually be given to underprivileged 
individuals and families to help improve their
lives.
        Poverty and misfortune will always exist
in society. But thankfully, there are many
people who share a passion to help others.

�e success of the clothing drive is proof
that the school’s humanitarian spirit is going
strong. �e Western House made a constructive
impact in the community through organizing
this event, and hopefully in the future they 
will continue this positive trend. 
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                       ENO—Students for Climate
 

 

                 First Place!
         On March 5th, when the orchestra
members heard the message, the joy was
hard to hide. It was the seventh champion
spot the KCIS orchestra received out of 
the nine competitions we have participated
in since 2010.
        �e orchestra has remained in the 
seat of  the �rst place for the fourth 
consecutive year. We did not win for no 
reason. In fact, we started practicing as 
soon as the school year started. Most 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday evenings 
and weekends, we stayed a�er school for
extended practice.
        Despite the �nal bright and triumphant
appearance, at �rst the orchestra also 
contained several faults. In the beginning,
some of the members did not like to attend
practices. Some did not always pay attention
in class. As a result, it was hard to create  

a decent piece of music. Fortunately, as 
the competition was approaching,  the
team �nally started to gel.
        On the stage of the 2019 National 
Music Competition, all of the members 
focused and gave  an  outs tanding  
performance.
        At the same time we were practicing
hard, there were many laughs from time
to time as well. Sometimes the conductor
would tell jokes during practice to lessen
the pressure and make practicing more 
relaxing. Sometimes a member would 
make a silly mistake, and everyone would 
burst  into good-natured laughter.  
Practicing was not that monotonous, in 
this case.
        Hard work pays o�. �e time we
dedicated to practicing, was not wasted.

 

 

Ryan Ou 11C and Amber Wang 11A

Competition of Music.

        Sounds. Lights. Visuals. 
    Sonia Yang 11B

   

perspective �lled with discontinued lines
and shapes. �e experience nonsense 
news report and three seemingly 
ever-loading screens. �e experience of
rows of desks suddenly lighting up with
children’s haunting chants and uniform
�ipping of pages.
        Each piece, with its own ways of 
portraying concept and media, was more
compelling than the next, none of them
anything like the traditional feamed 
paintings we were used to. �e  installations
were much more alive, both in concept 
and in spirit.
        Not only was the �eld trip an 
inspiration towards our art-making, 
but an eye-opening experience clarifying
the extent of what art is and what art 
can be.  

          Be Part of the Change
         On March 22nd, one of the most 
important elections was held-the students
council (House Council) election.
         Unlike the previous years, this year’s
students council election was a lot more
intense and more competitive.With the 
candidates of up to 8 students,divided 
into four teams, competing for the position
that has the ability to in�uence and guide
the school.
         �e preparation of an election is 
never easy. Before going into the �nal
round which decides who’s elected for 
the student council,each team has to make
su�cient preparations in order to build 
a strong foundation for the team’s future
development and to win the heart of the
students. One of the slogans from Hosea
Ho and Jinney Chang was, “Be bright, 
vote for who’s right”. According to Hosea,
 “We wanted a recognizable quote that 
could be easily remembered, and also have
the power to let people know what was 
their actual choice.”  
  

 

 

 

          Within this time period, each team
had to come up with e�ective and eye 
catching slogans to catch attention and 
posters were stuck on the walls all over 
the school to publicize their idea.
         Also, positive and in�uential politics
needed to be formulated so that students 
knew what each team was �ghting for. 
�is is important because it helps students
to decide which team they should vote for.
Moreover, social media such as Instagram
was widely used to help spread their ideas
and urge people to vote.
         Finally, a�er these weeks of  intense
and high-pressure hard work, the result 
of the election came out.
        �e team of Samson Tu and Julia Chu
won the students council with 707 votes.
        �is event shows not only the value
of total democracy and right that the school
has given, but also the e�orts that each
candidate put in to �ght for what they think
is good for the students.
         And the determination and boldness
that each candidate showed is absolutely 
remarkable and priceless.    

 

 

 

 

 

 
        According to Mr. Wong, the teacher
of the ENO Club, representatives from 
over 100 countries will be present. Moreover,
the representatives will meet the president
of Finland and other dignitaries.Su, who
is a past participant of this conference, 
said, “During the conference, international
members exchange their ways to protect
their environment. �at attracted me 
because environmental issues are common,
and Finland’s  e�ort  to  keep their  
environment is pretty progressive. A�er
our trip to Finland, we started to think 
about what we can do for Taiwan, because
Taiwan is a populous island and it has a
lot of trees so we have to protect our 
mountains.” 
        �e goal of the ENO club is to come
up with fun and creative solutions to help
the environment, according to Su. He 
recommends students to join the club for
at least one semester.“In our school, there
are not many clubs related to environmental
protection,” Su said.
        “�is  i s  a  great  way  to  s tar t  
[environmental protection] as the 
resources here make it easily accessible 
and the weather conditions are nice. You
don’t need to water the trees or cut the 
weeds as much. Also, in our club, you will
get in touch with people who devote their
career to environmental protection.”
       Members of the club hope to continue
their endeavors to protect the environment
and will continue to provide innovative 
solutions to environmental crises.  

 

 

 

Leo Hsieh 11G

 Ashley Chang 10B

        �e ENO Club, a group of students 
advocating for environmental preservation,
planted about 230 trees in one of the 
mountains of  Xindian in an e�ort to reduce
global warming. According to ENO’s o�cial
website, in 2017, schools worldwide planted
a total of 30 million trees.
        “I would de�nitely recommend the
tree-planting activity to other students,”
Oscar Su, a member of the ENO Club, 
said. “It’s really a great experience. Normal
students don’t really have the chance to 
get close to soil, plant a seed, water it, take
care of it, and watch it grow. Trees require
long-term care, and the progress is not as
obvious as that of �ower.”
        According to Armand Raichandani,
another active participant in the club, the
members have not been planting new 
trees, instead, they have just been taking
care of the trees they originally planted.
        “We have been cutting the weeds 
around [the trees], watering them, and 
trimming them so they grow properly,” 
Raichandani said. �e tree-planting activity
is only one of the many actions ENO 
members are taking to protect the 
environment. According to Raichandani,
the club members build birdhouses made
out of recyclable materials as well.At the 
beginning of June, two members of the 
ENO Club will be attending an environmental
preservation summit in Helsinki, Finland
as representatives of Taiwan.  

        �e �eld trip to the Taipei Fine Arts
Museum on the 6th of March was just 
what our class needed as a boost of 
inspiration.
        One installation would be a dreamy
globe planetarium with vivid lights and
delightful interpretations of our planet,
and the one beside it would be a wildlife
experience full of lush chirps and singing.
        Some say museums are boring, and
all they are are buildings where pretentious
people go to admire empty pieces with 
no particular meaning, trying to spin a 
story onto paintings, and force a character
of which they are not.
        �e Taipei Fine Arts Museum 
subverts the traditional stereotype of
museums and o�en brings art through
experience with its exhibitions.
        �e experience of making an artwork
then tearing it apart to create a new    
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                An Eye-opening Trip
Yingli Lu 10E

“We are experiencing the traditional out�ts of
students during the Tang Dynasty. We dressed
up and learned how to greet our teacher and
parents formally.” — Tinwi Lee 9F 

“On a farm in Gan Jia Bao Village, 
we painted a wall that we designed 
ourselves. However, some of the 
designs are inspired by the famous 
New York artist, Keith Haring.” — 

Cynthia Chang 9G

“We went to a place called Ya Dan Ghost City. It 
was very hot that day, but we still rode our bicycles.
It was a very cool but tiring experience.” 
— Chad Hsu 9C

“At the Singing Sand Dunes in Dunhuang, we are 
experiencing camel riding. Each of us has the opportunity
to ride on a camel and enjoy the desert view that we 
wouldn’t be able to see in Taiwan.” — Charlotte Chu 9D 

         �e 9th grade exploration trip 
grant students the opportunity to 
broaden their global vision and acquire
international knowledge; this year, the
9th graders were o� to China. Historical
museums, modern and traditional 
drama exhibitions,  and current 
industrial innovations were o�ered for
the students to probe during the trip.
        “I love a visual art performance 
exhibited in Dunhuang, called  “See 
Dunhuang Again”  as  the  show 
provides an in-depth understanding 
of Dunhuang history and allows us to
observe...the development of a brand
new generation of art: using technologies
and scriptwriters to present distinctive
branches of art! At the same time, I 
saw the advanced level of Chinese art
culture,” said Cynthia Chang.
        Students got to participate in 
activities and events in far-o� places
that they would have never experience
in the urban areas, which was an 
eye-opener.   

   

        “Travelling to Dunhuang at 
which we visited the Mogao Grottoes
and cycled around the Yardang City,
and staying in the desert were the 
most remarkable experience for me.
�ese few days being completely out
of the cities, we were able to live... 
a very di�erent culture and life,” said
Fiona Kao.
        Cherishing the moments of 
learning while spending time with 
friends is also one of the most valuable
parts of the trip.
        “I’d say that the most memorable
part of the journey was travelling 
along with my friends. During the 
12-day trip, we walked through every
corner of the Silk Road, saw numerous
historical attractions, and  experienced 
a variety of activities. Yet, friends are
what made the trip a lot  more 
meaningful!” said Charlotte Chu.
        With all the positive feedback 
from students in which they have 
created unforgettable  memories 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Student feedback

         “My design was selected by the art 
teachers, so my job was to design the 
poster and the invitation card for the 
exhibition. But I also joined other AP 
students to set up the exhibition. I 
enjoyed discussing with other curators 
on how things should be displayed. 
        Although the work was quite tiring,
there are still things I learned from this 
experience. I learned how to hang pictures
to the rails, which is something I have 
never done before”. 

Avril Yen 12B

         “I was part of the team that helped
set up the art exhibition. We took a day
o� and went to the exhibition site. We 
designed where the works should be 
placed. It was really hard and tiring. 
However, I feel very proud to be a part 
of it because as an art student, I believe 
that I should help set up the art exhibition
of our school to support our schools' 
artistic students. I enjoyed the part when
we could use our creativity to design the  

space, which is not o�en seen because
normally teachers have the power to tell
us what to do. �e time, we are the one
who has the power to make the space 
prettier. Also, I am very honored to be 
among those who can see the works and
the exhibition site even before it actually
starts.”   

Kevin Chen 

 

 

Renee Chang   12E
 
         “It was fun but exhausting. Since I 
had always been interested in organizing
an exhibition, it was an interesting and 
helpful experience. I enjoyed discussing
and working with my friends. I felt that
people from DCA should have contributed
some work. If the school had provided 
us with some level and ruler, this would
really help.”

Emma Hsu  12G

         “It was a brand new experience to 
participate in an exhibition. I really 
enjoyed working with my classmates 
and discuss with them about the placement
of the works. Because we did not been
noti�ed what equipment should we bring,
therefore when we arrived there was a 
lack of scissors, rulers, and ladders. �e
job would be �nished earlier if we knew
what equipment we had to bring!”.  

Annika Lee 12E
 

“Although I did not submit my artwork 
to the art exhibition, I did take part in 
setting up artworks. During this activity, 
I saw plenty of amazing artworks from 
other students and learned to arrange 
these artworks on the wall together with 
classmates. I realized that setting up 
artworks were exhausting, not as easy as I 
thought and it took lots of hours for us to 

are so many talented students in Kang 
Chiao willing to show their artworks”.

Ophelia Chen 12B 

         meraki : exhibiting your soul
Mr. Rigopolous

        �is year’s art exhibition included a 
variety of student works across all grades
from both SP and OP. �e exhibition
showcased print-making, painting, collage,
digital-design, sculpture, photography, 
design, installations, etc.
        �e title of the exhibition (Meraki)
exempli�ed our students’ love of art and 
their creative spirits. �e gallery space was
divided into two sections, one room 
showing works mainly from MYP and SP
 (grades 7-10) and the other showing 
artworks from our seniors (Portfolio 
classes, AP and IBDP).
        Featured 7th-grade projects included
 “Dream Rooms” and “Web Drawings.” 
In “Dream Rooms,” students applied 
one-point perspective to design a series 
of fantasy rooms, while in “Web Drawings,”
students demonstrated their tonal value 
skills. 8th-grade projects included “Paper
Cutouts,” done in the style of French artist
Henri Matisse and “Tessellations,” inspired
by the work of graphic artist M.C. Escher.
        9th-grade projects included “Sculptures
in Motion” which were done in the style
of Alberto Giacometti and “Surrealist 
Cityscapes,” which made use of two-point
perspective and surrealist imagery.    

        �e senior’s section was arranged
according to di�erent themes. When 
walking into the room, visitors could see
the theme of “Anxiety/Stress” which 
moved into “Technology”. Next, were 
“Fantasy/ Surrealism” and “Personal 
Relationships/ Love”.
        �ese were followed by the themes 
of “Identity,” and “Death/Destruction.” 
Lastly, was abstract and nonrepresentational
works. A small photography section as 
well as a number of artworks done by 
our art teachers and club instructors 
were also exhibited there. 

        “�is is actually my �rst time being
a part of an art exhibition, I was really 
surprised at all the work that was put 
into the decoration and placement.
�inking of ways to make artworks 
representable and visually pleasing in 
an area was hard. I really hoped the DCA
would have helped us along the way, 
and I wish the admission promotion 
poster could be smaller, it seems to me 
that the people would be distracted.” 

with one another,  learned Chinese
social values, and experienced a few 
days of rural life, there were minor 
�aws that could be improved to make
the trip even more enjoyable.
        “Since we were the �rst group
of 9th graders who went for the 12-day
trip to China, there were some plans 
that could be rearranged, such as 
waiting in line for a 15-minute activity
for a long time. Yet, I pay great respect
to the teachers who came along; it is 
also understandable that the trip, 
involving so many students, could be
prone to delays. Travelling with friends
also made the trip a lot more fun,” 
said Alison Yang.  
        �e exploration trip provided 
opportunities for students to live out 
of their comfort zones and create 
unforgettable memories with friends 
before graduating. Despite the minor 
problems that may have happened, 
the 12-day trip is one of the most 
worthy experiences students could 
have.
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         Martin Luther King, Jr. once stated, “�ere comes a time when silence is betrayal”.
Speaking out against injustice is something that makes one vulnerable to being attacked
by the public. We should all take part in supporting a friendly environment that does
not tolerate bullying or discrimination, but rather accepts the di�erences in everyone.
        Gender equity education emphasizes understanding, acceptance, and respect 
of gender and sexual orientation diversity. A well-established education system on
gender equity could possibly decrease the rate of children struggling with gender and
sex orientation, help prevent discrimination towards LGBTQ youth, and pave the 
way for a more open-minded society in the future. Gender equity education through
compulsory education should be enforced in Taiwan. Imagine realizing your loved
ones never felt the right to love themselves. Many struggle to feel comfortable 
with having any other sexual orientation other than heterosexual, as it might make 
them feel ashamed. Gender equity education could prevent the consequences of one 
not feeling accepted by themselves, and teach how one should embrace and ove their 
di�erence. For example, Sweden, a country praised for its positive reputation for 
tolerance and openness, started enforcing lessons to attempt to elevate awareness of 
the LGBTQ communitysince 2016. According to Gita Nabavi, a spokeswoman for 
Sweden’s feminist party,Feministiskt Initiativ, the lessons are geared towards 
students in  primary schools and high school. �is is the prime time of learning because 
the members of the younger generation are the ones who establish and shape norms.
        �e“di�erents” can become easy targets for bullies. If the LGBTQ concept is not
acknowledged by students, the minority LGBTQ youths could become potential 
victims of physical attack, insults, and discrimination. According to a survey done
by the Ministry of Science and Technology of Taiwan and Kaohsiung Medical 

 

 

 

University Hospital, suicide ideation and temptation have been experienced by 31% out
of 500 gay men living in Taiwan. Furthermore, 56% of those surveyed mentioned that 
they faced discrimination socially and were bullied verbally, online, and physically, with
the cause stated as their sexual orientation and level of masculinity.
        What is also alarming is the fact that both victims and bullies are prone to elevated
rates of psychiatric disorders in their adulthood, including depression, anxiety, and 
antisocial personality disorder. Gender equity education is the only solution in making
understand, accept and respect di�erences in everyone so that anyone has a right to 
choose however they want to express themselves.
        Even though Taiwan has been regarded as a more progressive country towards the
LGBTQ social movement in Asia, the national referendum in Taiwan that took place on
November 24th, 2018 was still turned down. At the very least, it raised the public’s awareness
of the clash between the conservatives and the liberals, with the topic of same-sex marriage
and gender equity education. Some conservatives, concerned for the traditional “family”
value, preached that true marriage is a sacred form of commitment ordained by God,
which should only include one male and one female. However, the book of John verse
13:34 states, “A new command I give you: love one another. As I have loved you.” We  
should show love in form of acceptance and respect towards people around us with no
bias. Even if one does not agree, one should still be open to understanding other perspectives.
       Gender equity education should be enforced in Taiwan in compulsory education. �e
purpose is to prevent the struggle of the “confused,” the bullying of the “di�erents,” and
introduce a way for a more open-minded society. Let’s raise our voices against injustice
and strive for acceptance, understanding, and respect for all genders with gender equity
education. 

 

  

 

Essay has been edited for publication. Complete essay includes MLA citations.

Gender Equity Education
Eva Liao 11E

Write! Write!  — A Word of Advice on College Application Essays
         As students approach their senior year, they face surges of inundating 
college application work. One of them— the application essay— is notorious
for its demanding creativity and language skills.
        College application essays are the best opportunity for students to tell
the universities who they are, what they love, and why they are �t candidates
for those universities. �erefore, student, it is clear, the core of the eassy is YOU. 
        Ms. Ting, a college admission counselor, says: “While most people rarely
take the time to sit down and really think about who they are, when writing
your college essay, it is essential to attempt to answer the insuperable question:
 ‘Who am I ?’”    
         Sometimes students try so hard to describe a situation, event, or idea that
they forget the focus should always be themselves; and that regardless of how
the content is described, it should always connect back to, again, themselves. 
        But that is not enough. Emotions are the essence. When someone wants
to know who you really are, objective hard facts are far from su�cient.Humans
are inherently controlled by both sense and sensibility, and most of the time,
sensibility trumps sense. Just as students learned in rhetoric class, ethos and 
logos alone are not enough to truly convince people; pathos, emotional 
appeal, is instrumental.
        “College application essay should be personal and unique and emphasize
the author’s emotions, the speci�c situations, while still trying to answer the
topic prompt,” con�rms Mr. O’ Sullivan, a head teacher of the senior English
department.
        However, students should always keep in mind that their essays still 
need to clearly answer the prompts. Yet they should not be constrained by
the prompts. �e prompts are not the closed lines within which students need
to colour, but foundations upon to build wonderments.
        Aside from losing focus, neglecting pathos, and writing astray from the
prompt, predictable and hackneyed experiences should generally be avoided.
         "A lot of people will write about overused topics, because they have ...
the same experiences as every other [KC student], like Cycling Around 
Taiwan,” says Ms. Toerien, an 11th grade English teacher, “so the challenge 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  Vivianne Liang 12B

 Kang Chiao House Council -  Terry Hsu

           It has been an amazing year for 
the house (student) council. I still 
remember that burning motivation 
we felt at the start of our term to 
achieve something great, something
di�erent. I hope we did that.
        Many of you probably have the 
question: exactly what have you guys
accomplished? Frankly, not much.
�ere is a new student ID card, we’ve
hosted a great dancing competition, 
you can a l l  now wear  your PE 
uniforms to school on Wednesdays, 
and we started an instagram account
with an anonymous feedback system
that I think will leave a lasting impact.
�e biggest accomplishment of this    

council is this legacy of student 
participation.
        Perhaps also the greatest thing a
person like me can share with the rest
of you: experience. Knowledge of how
the school works and why things are
the way they are. �ere is no simple
answer here, no one person in charge
calling all the actions. As confusing as
that sounds, that's exactly what we 
had to face when we fought for
something: �ve meetings and a total
of 5 hours is the amount of time we 
had to reach everyone in the school. 
Even so, sometimes it isn’t even up 
to the principal to decide. Even he 
has someone to answer to, and that 

 

 
person might not show up.
        Indeed, it was very frustrating at
times. Working on a banner for so 
long just to be rejected, requesting a
budget of 5,000 NT just to be denied, 
planning an event for a month just to
be dismissed. But there is still a lot to
cherish. Kang Chiao is a place �lled
with opportunity and teachers that 
want to see students succeed. Director
Cheng helped us make the 12th grade
basketball competition happen, Director 
Wu he lped  us  persuade  other  
administrators to update the student
ID, Ms. Mia from the DSA worked 
tirelessly every day to organize the 
entire system, Mr. Erasmus responded
to us whenever we needed him, and
there were so many more teachers 
who were willingly to do so. 
        I remember when I was still in 
Junior high, contemplating every day
why the school wanted us to wear
our uniforms to class, why we were
forced to read a book every morning. 

 

 

 To outsiders, these things might seem 
like little things that don’t deserve any 
attention, but for us, it meant a lot. As 
such, these were the things we fought for
as the �rst set of our policies.
        As ashamed as I am saying it, I now
see it the same way. Wearing my uniform
to school isn’t an inconvenience. It's a 
privilege. But I understand something 
even more important: if it wasn’t for this
thought, I would have never had the 
ambition to run for president. It was my
ignorance and the ignorance of many 
other students that gave us the motivation
to �ght.
        So if I have to leave one message 
behind for you all, it is to be ignorant 
enough to start something, and be strong 
enough to �nish it.  

 

 

                  

 

said Mr. Chen, the creator of the 
Media Production Club. 
        �e club o�ers various types of
videos, including commercials, new,
micro�lms, and food programs. 
Students not only shoot their video 
in the studio, but also at schools or 
outdoor sets.
        �e production of a 30-second 
video clip seems simple, but it actually
requires a lot of e�ort and process. 
�e photographer needs to pay 
attention to lighting, background 
music,  shooting angles, actor’s 
posture, etc. 
        “When we were �lming for our 
handbag commercial, we went to 
Fortress San Damingo. People were 

 

 

 staring at us while we were �lming,
and it felt quite embarrassing; however,
it felt like I was really an actress 
presenting my acting skills to the 
audience. At that moment, I felt like
I achieved my dream at some point,”
said Rhone Cho, the star of the �lm.
        “Shooting seems simple, but it
takes a lot of time and e�orts,”said
Sophia Lin, one of the participants.
“When we were producing our
micro�lms,we spent almost ten hours
every weekend. We need to rent a 
studio, arrange the setting, and build
up the emotion to �t ourselves into
the character. We were exhausted, 
and sometimes we wanted to give up.
However, when our �lms are presented
on Youtube with compliments,    

  
 

 everything is worth it."   
        In order to join the Media Production
club, at least one of the group members
need to have professional shooting 
equipment, including a single lens camera
and a microphone. More importantly, 
it requires passion and strength.
        �e ultimate goal of Mr. Chen is to
ful�ll the students’ dream. Many students
have the dream of acting; however, the 
lack of a performance platform restricts
their passion and desire.  
        �e creation of the Media Creation
club o�ers a new occasion for students 
to understand the importance of teamwork.
Even though not all of the group members
might be talented, when they work as a
team to create a �lm, student gain 
experience and learn to uphold their 
creativity.   

 

 
 

     Karen Chen 12D Paintings by Alice Wu 12A
        �e creation of the Kang Chiao
Media Production Club o�ers act, and
they are required to design their own
script and cut their own clips. Since
students are divided into di�erent
g r o u p s ,  t e a m w o r k  w i l l  b e  a n  
important element while producing 
a video. 
        “�e Media Production Club 
provides a platform for students to 
explore  the ir  dreams through 
implementation. �e club emphasizes
the self experience, self-understanding,
and self-construal. By playing di�erent
roles in the team, students can 
recognize their meaning of  existence,” 

is to put your own twist on it, whether it is the images you use, or what you decide
to focus on speci�cally, you need to make it individual, personal, and honest.”
        Choosing an experience that is common, trivial, and perhaps shared by 
others is acceptable; but to make essays stand out, students need to use their 
creativity to design and build something uncommon, something of personal 
uniqueness.
        Honesty is another thing students need to be aware of; it is something the
admission o�cers can easily detect. While students need to constantly be aware
of their audience, they should de�nitely steer clear from overly appealing to 
universities, and tailoring everything towards such angles.
        “[Sometimes students] are trying to write what they think someone wants 
to hear,  rather than what they have to say. �ere are certain formats, certain 
ways of presenting yourself, of course, but it is more important that you are 
authentic,” says Mr. Best, an English teacher of grades 10 and 11.
        Writing these essays not only helps students greatly in developing writing 
and thinking skills, but also during their interviews, according to Joy Peng, a
student from 12G, who is going to Singapore Yale: “[�e essays] helped me 
during my interview; they asked questions that actually could be answered 
through the prompts. So you kind of know your own story.”
       In essence, answer the prompt, be yourself, be honest, don’t hold back your
emotions, give a creative and personal twist, but still keep your audience in 
mind. 
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             I started doing triathlon from Grade
2. From the baby distance to the normal
distance, I �nished more than 10 races. 
In Junior High School, I received professional 
training of triathlon and tried di�erent
styles, locations, and distances of triathlon. 
         I am lucky that my parents support
me to do this sport. At the same time, I do
my best to get good grades at school. Not
only the school work needs to be completed
on time, but also the training course needs
to be followed strictly. �erefore, to be
followed strictly. �erefore, the trade-o�
happens all the time.
        I learn how to manage my time perfectly
and pay attention in class to keep my 
school work on schedule. On the weekends
and holiday I have little social life because
I train a lot.
        If students are considering doing a 
sport, previewing is always helpful and 
plan ahead. My future goal is to keep doing
triathlon, make progress and even move
forward to farther distances.    

 
 

 

 

         Every piece of engineering originates
from the desire to solve a problem. �e
Romans built aqueducts to solve the 
problem of their cities’ water supply
shortages.�e Arabs perfected the 
astrolabe to help their trading ships 
navigate the treacherous seas. During
this semester, Kang Chiao’s IBDP 
students set out to use their scienti�c
knowledge to join this illustrious group
of problem-solvers, as part of the
International Baccalaureate Group 4 
projects. 
        �is G4P involves all of the six 
science subjects found within Group 
4. �e Group 4 teachers o�ered students   
subject-linked engineering projects to
allow them to use their knowledge and
interests in devising a solution to a 
problem.

 

         What distinguishes the G4P from
regular school projects is the focus 
placed on process. Students have to
overcome obstacles such as working
with unfamiliar people from di�erent
subjects, developing engineering skill
from zero, and having to combine each
others’ ideas into a working product.
        “Our focus was on how the students
approached the project and how they
worked together to create ideas and 
solutions,” Dr. Dino, the head organizer
of the G4P, said. "Finding answers to
the questions of ‘Why’ and ‘How’ and
‘What if…’ is what should drive a 
person. One would expect the students
to approach the problem a sense of 
curiosity and a desire to problem-
solve.”
        And sure enough, the IBDP 
cohorts had to use all of their knowledge,
perseverance, and skills to make their
project work.
        “Our device broke right in the 
beginning when a huge wave crashed
into it,” said Jennifer Tsai (11B), who

  

 

 

was assigned to the tidal energy 
generator challenge. “We spent the 
rest of the morning holding the 
remaining parts in our hands, hoping
for the waves to turn the turbine.
       Jennifer’s group was one of many
who faced the torrential rain and 
bone-chilling wind to build their 
project on the day of  demonstratio.
�e challenges were excruciating, the
o b s t a c l e s  s e e m i n g l y  a l m o s t  

 

 

 

Bim-Ray Yau 11C

                  Scientists of the School, Unite! 

 Science and Language
         William Shakespeare and Robert
Boyle. �e two separated by a mere 
fourteen years, seem to have lived on
opposite sides of the spectrum: one a
man of language, the other of science.
What connects these great minds?
What could these two �eld possibly
have in common?
        �e IB 11th grade Chemistry and
12th grade English Language A classes
aimed to answer these questions as
they entered the National Museum 
of Natural Science on January 18th.
�is �eld trip, coordinated by Dr. 
Dino and Ms.Toerien, aimed to provide
the students with a broader view of 
how di�erent subjects a�ect one 
another. �e two classes merged 
together, choosing three strands for
this project: Science and Belief, 
Science and Power, and Science and
Communities. Forty days later, on 
February 27th, a bright,  sunny 
Wednesday, the two classes showed
their �ndings to the 10th grade 
honors chemistry and 11 AP English     

 

students.
        “Life is all about connections, 
and when we learn more connections,
we can piece it together to see how the
world �ts together,” shares Sonai 
Yang (11B), whose report focused on
Science and Communities.
        �ough the presentations were 
informative, some 10th graders found 
the location and organization of the 
event to be a bit overwhelming.
        “It was confusing to navigate 
through students and properly focus 
with everyone talking at the same time. 
We knew what their topic was, but the
speci�c details were hard to catch,” 
Eileen Chang (10A) commented.
        �e entire event was organized by 
the students, from how to arrange the 
booths in the venue to deciding the style
and length of the presentations. Juliet 
Ho (12G) recognizes that, as Eileen 
Chang mentioned, “[they] didn't fully
utilize the venue and therefore people
were crowded in the same area.” She 
believes a lack of “posters and visual   

 

 

 

 

supports...made the presentations less 
interesting and attractive .” However, 
like the 11th graders, she found that she
“learned collaborative and interpersonal
skills [which] can be very useful during
the course of IB, in college, and also 
during...future careers.”
        If these two subjects could connect,
if Shakespeare’s and Boyle’s work could’ve
had something in common, then there 
can be a billion new discoveries out there
waiting to be developed, waiting for 
someone to just make that pivotal link. 
�e world is not as black and white as 
one might think; instead it is a mixture,
a painting, decorated with all shades of 
gray. “Language is only the instrument 
of science, and words are but the signs 
of ideas.” 

 

  Janna Lee 10B

 

 

 

   Eugene Pan     10A        Lucy Wu     10F

51.5 km Olympic Distance Results:

Males: 4th place overall : Eugene Pan
Age category: 5th place : Kuan-Yi Chen

6th place: Anderson Yang
7th place: Rex Chao
8th place: Jaydon He

9th place: Ken Chuang
Females: 5th overall: Lucy Wu

Age category: 1st place: Sonia Yang

2019 Taitung Payuma Triathlon : Eye on Our Athletes

        Gaining New Experiences - Catlin Gabel Exchange program

E

I loved spending the weekend with 
my homestay family and visiting 
the mountain restaurant. - Annabel

What was your favorite part of 
the experience?
My favorite part of the experience 
was taking her to the night 
market and also the time we spent 
at home chatting. We talked about 
our homeland and also our friends 
at school. She showed me her 
friends and invited me to visit her 
in Poland.   
Was it easy to get along with 
your exchange buddy?
It was quite easy. We have the 
same hobby and we both have a 
sister. We have many common 
points, this made us connect with 
each other easily. We became really 
good friends in just one day.  Sandra & Zoie

What advice can you  give to 
students who are too reluctant to  
experience other cultures?
It is really fun and you won't regret 
gaining all the new experiences and you 
gain a whole new skill set. -  Greyson

Do you think your Mandarin has 
improved?
Yes, a lot. I think that being surrounded 
by Chinese conversations makes my 
Chinese enhanced.- Keola

What is your favorite  
memory of the trip?
Playing basketball   with 
the Kang Chiao students.- 

Audrey

Did anything about our 
campus suprise you?
The landscape is very beautiful 
and very surprising. - Mir

insurmountable.But the students did 
their best.
        “I saw students overcome with joy
at seeing their project o�ering positive
results. I saw students see their projects
crumble but not despair,” Dr. Dino 
proudly remarked. “Instead, they tried 
to problem-solve and improve their
projects. �ese two examples were 
pleasing to see as both an educator and 
part of the G4P.” 

Victor Yang     705                

        I compete in approximately �ve to 
six races each year, including both sprint
distance and olympic distance. I have
completed over ��een races throughout
my so-called triathlon life, and will de�nitely
complete more races in future.
        Since I’m currently enrolled in the 
national team, I spend about fourteen to 
sixteen hours per week for practice.
Triathlon training comes in multiple 
phases, personally my workout includes 
technique and skill session, explosive 
speed workout, interval training, long 
distance cardio training, and transition 
brick workout. 
        Representing Chinese Taipei, I 
competed in the Subic Bay Asian Cup, 
the most competitive race I ever attended,
running against some of the fastest junior
athletes in Asia. 2019 is the peak of my 
performance, accordingly, I planned to
attend another six to seven regional races
for the second half year. 
        I wish to practice group ride through
competition, gaining  experience about 
dra�ing ,  forging a comprehensive 
triathlete. 

        �is was my �rst triathlon competition.
I felt very nervous  the day before the 
competition because I’m afraid that I will
be the last one to complete the competition.
        I also worried about not being able to
�nish it because of not having enought
training. �e most challenging part of my
competition was the last 10km of running
because this was when my feet started 
feeling very sore and my muscles started
to cramp. At this time I started feeling 
tired and wanted to give up, but I told 
myself that if everyone else can �nish the
race, why can’t I ? So I kept on going until
the race �nished.
        My next race will be the Meihua Hu
triathlon in September and I hope I can 
�nish the race in three hours ten minutes.  

What is your favorite memory of 
the trip?
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      An Extraordinary Friendly Match

         In the morning of March 17th, 
Kang Chiao’sBasketball team had a
friendly match with Singapore’s 
Temasek Junior College basketball
team.     
         Both the girl and boy basketball
teams participated in this event, 
hoping to learn and evaluate their 
skills. With teamwork and solid 
dedication, both the girl and boy 
basketball teams defeated their tough
competitors, which was challenging
as the players were older and more
experienced than the KC basketball
teams.  

 
        Shockingly, the KC boy basketball
team had an extraordinary performance
when playing against their competitors.
        Lilian Liao said, “�e boys were
fully prepared for the friendly match.”
        With steady training, they were
able to smash their competitors, 
taking huge leads throughout the 
game. �e KC boy basketball team’s
dedication and e�ort paid o�, as they
were able to seize their victory.
        On the other hand, the KC girl
basketball team was nervous and low
in morale. Nichole Huang said, “ 
As we talked to the Singapore’s 
Temasek Junior College basketball
team, they said they were all senior
year, and the �rst thing that came     

 

 

 

to my mind is we are going to lose.”
        When the game started, the 
competition was intense. �e points 
were close between the two teams. �e
KC girl basketball team members felt
nervous, which caused them to lose a
lot of stamina.  However, “none of us
wanted to give up,” Nicole Huang said.
With such spirit the girl basketball
team was able to defeat Singapore’s
Temasek Junior College basketball
team. 
        Despite facing stronger and more
experienced opponents, the KC girl
team was still capable of defeating them
with teamwork and strong dedication.
Nicole said, “the match makes my love
for basketball stronger than it used to
be.”  
        A�er the match, she believes that
their team will make big progress and
improvements in the future. 

 

 

Tony Chen 12E

Anthony Wang 9E
         In the morning of March 22nd, 
Kang Chiao’s canoe polo team set 
course for Sun Moon Lake, for the 
chance to win the National Youth 
Cup of Canoe Polo.  �e team won
every game against the other teams 
of Taiwan and won the championship.
With the teamwork that has to happen
among ten players, how did they
achieve the great results they earned?
        Of course, the e�ort and the hard
work they put into the training has 
been more e�cient than ever. �e
players train at a�er-school clubs, 
three days each week. 
        On Tuesday, �ursday and Friday,
the canoe polo team practice from 
5 P.M. to 6 P.M. and train to improve 

 

 

 their tactics, to prepare for tournaments, 
and to increase their �tness.
        One of the ten players is Daniel
Chiang from 9E. He emphasizes the
fact that the team tries hard all year,
not just only before a tournament.
        Not only do they train in the 
swimming pool, but they also go to
the �tness center to train weightli�ng
and �tness. With this, their arm 
muscles, such as triceps and biceps, 
and their chest muscles and back 
muscles will become stronger. 
Moreover, tactics and strategies are 
an important part of their daily drill.
Daniel says, “We train hard, and our   

 

 

main goal is to win a championship 
for canoe polo and continue to win for
3 years. With this motivation, the team
and I work hard every week.” 
        �e captain of the canoe polo 
team, Archer Lin, wants to enter more
international competitions.  Archer 
believes the team has the capability to
enter international competitions such
as the one in Germany.
        With the good status of the canoe
polo team, Daniel Chiang, Archer Lin,
and the rest of the team look forward
to attending more tournaments and 
winning for the glory of Kang Chiao. 

 

 

 

         On the 5th day of the biking 
journey, all of the students dragged 
their exhausted bodies to face one 
of the biggest challenges, reaching 
the Shouka Biker Rest Stop. While 
we used our worn-out legs to stamp 
on the bike pedals, the warm rays of 
the sun shone over our faces, bathing 

kilometers up to the Rest Stop, all of 
us smiled and cheered for ourselves. 
Besides completing the most arduous 
task, what made us proud and 

one, cheering and encouraging each 
other along. From this memorable 
experience, I learned to never give 
up and cherish the moment being
together with your classmates. heering
and encouraging each other along.  

Standing Together, 
Discovering Ourselves
   Melody Lai 10D

The Feeling of 
Accomplishment
   Joanna Chuang 10E

We Wear Our Bruises Like 
Flowers

    Jacqueline Hsu 10F
         I crashed. Rain poured like a 
waterfall, as if God was weeping from 
above. Wind blew on our faces, as if 

route seemed endless, extending to 

as cars sped by. As my body hit the 
ground, a sudden pain shot through 
my waist then to my back. My hands 
landed on the ground, scratching 
through the cloth and scraping my 
sunburnt skin. My classmates darted 
past my fallen bike and continued. I 

on me, concerning any major trauma. 

the abrasive road. Green, purple 
welts started to deepen on my waist, 
leaving a mark to remember. Rain 
kept pouring, urging me to go. I rode 
on. I was far behind my class; thus, 
I chased, stepping on the pedals fast 

I caught up with my classmates by 
a red light. “Are you alright?” they 
asked. I nodded, showing them the 
bruise from my incident. Over the 
next few days, the bruise faded like the 
last petals of summer, kissed purple 
and yellow as the hue of my skin 

in my heart, never to be forgotten. Persistence is Key
   Iris Ho 10D
 
top of a 2 kilometer uphill, my 
legs were burning and my heart 
was beating a million times per 
minute. Sliding down the hill, I 
stared blankly at my friend, who 
was just a few meters away from 
me and blocking the entire view 
of the road. I couldn’t see an end 
to our tedious and strenuous bike 

shouting behind me. A whole 
scenery of grassland, so green 
and so clean, where windmills 
turned with the wind. A beautiful 
canvas of the sky, so blue and so 
clear, where the clouds and the 
dawn blended like watercolors. I 
felt the wind on my skin, the sun 
on my back; I felt the pain in my 
legs, the distress in my mind. I 
felt myself moving forward, each 
and every step accounted for. 
From then I realized biking is a 

devote is relative to the product. 

the faster you move forward; the 
quicker and harder you work, the 
faster you reach your goals. When 
you are feeling hopeless, turn 
around and look somewhere else, 
and there will be hope and light. 

                       Beauty and the Bruise

        �e tenth grade students saw 
countless beautiful landscapes of 
Taiwan during their cycling trip: broad
plains in Chiayi, tall mountains in
Taitung, and water-blue coastlines in
Pingtung. Yet I saw not only the beauty
of Taiwan, but the beauty of ourselves
as Kang Chiao students. On the way 
to Hsinchu, I accidently bumped into
my classmate. My brakes broken and
tilted, I stopped on the sidewalk to
seek help, while my classmates biked
forward. Soon a teacher �xed my bike,
though my class was too far away from
me. At that time three classes had
passed by, and I at last biked with the
1001 class. �e road to Hsinchu was
rigorous: I saw several girls in their
class struggling to bike forward. “Let’s
go! We can do this! Almost there!” �e
rest of the class cheered for the girls. 
Although I did not belong to the 1001
class, I joined the cheering and encouraged 
their classmates. Energetic chants were
all around, as drops of sweat slid down
our smiling faces. I was deeply touched
by this event, for I saw the beauty of 
humanity and realized what makes us
Kang Chiao students. 
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