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Maker Lab, making dreams come true
 The doors to another 
Maker Lab opened in October 
this year. The Maker lab is a place 
where teachers and students work 
together to  make dreams a reality.   
The first   Maker lab opened two 
years ago.             
   In a very short time 
students have made many 
creations, they have competed in 
competitions and have realized 
that they are capable of designing 
anything they set their minds to. 
   The Maker lab uses state 
of the art technology to help 
students to create their designs. 
Some of the machines that can be 
found in the lab are a MakerBot 
Replicator, which uses molten 
plastic to print 3D models, a 
Scroll Saw for cutting wood and 
metal, and a disc sander to ensure 
wood or materials are smooth 
and flat. There are also many tools 
like hammers, drills and bench 
presses. 
 Kevin Chen (12 B) reflects 
"Only a few high schools in the 
world have courses on digital 
fabrication, and I am very pleased 
to get access to these valuable 
types of equipment. We learn 
through hands-on experience in 
those materials and machines. 
Therefore, it is more enjoyable and 
practical than reading textbooks. 
In addition, having access to those 
types of equipment allows us to 
print or make whatever we want, 
which is very cool!" 
 Mr. Jeggo hopes that 
students could learn some 
engineering skills to encourage 
them to build projects. 

 Students need to learn 
about movement, how things fit 
together, learn to use the tools 
and know how to write code.                          
With so many innovations being 
made in this age of technology, 
how can teachers make sure the 
students don’t plagiarize other 
people’s projects? 
  Mr. Huang said "Every-
thing they make is original, if 
they plagiarize other people's 
projects, they will get a very low 
grade or even a zero. But they can 
still reference others' projects, 
because it is nearly impossible 
to have something that is 100% 
original. For example, they might 
see something cool, then they can 
innovate it, and use it as a pro-
ject."

   Teaching by example
 A second maker lab 
opened just in time for the sixth 
graders to use during their school 
visit. The students got to spend 
some time in the new Maker 
Lab and learned about different 
kinds of tools and machines, they 
were also taught how to use Laser 
Cutting Machines to make their 
own house / name badge.
 During their visit, the six 
graders were taught by our very 
own students, not teachers.“The 
students impressed me with their 
highly proactive attitude. When 
they were having a hard time 
making the keychain they would 
ask for help right away," said 
Charlotte Chu(9D). 
     While reflecting, Charlotte 
realised that she learned two 
valuable lessons: How to be 
patient with students who are 
not paying attention and how 
to transfer knowledge that are 
common sense to us, but not to 
younger students.  “I’m glad the 
students asked, it showed me how 
the kids are eager to learn and 

 
interested in the lesson we were 
trying to teach. I’m impressed.” 
 “Students struggled with 
making the key ring. They can’t 
understand how to make it after 
listening to the instruction. They 
solved this problem by asking 
teachers and helpers for help. 
Some of them discussed with their 
friends,” Willy Lin from 9D said.
 It wasn’t only the grade six 
students who learned something. 
“I've learned the skills of teaching 
others, especially students who 
were younger compared to us four. 
Most students were able to listen 
and understand what the teacher 
was explaining, however, the 
minority was struggling to create 
the keychain. After all, I found out 
you could just show step by step, 
and they'll be able to accomplish 
this task easily,” Rena Wu from 9D 
said.
 Kevin Chen (12B) adds, 
“Since we need to know how to 
use the machines by ourselves, 
we become more responsible 
and we will strive to learn how 
to manipulate those machines in 
order to make something".
 It is clear to see the value 
of our Maker Labs. Not only do 
students get to design and create 
incredible products, they also have 
a chance to teach others.

Seen Around School

Junior High Writers
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                                                    My Precious Experience at LIYSF
      By Vivian Hsu 12F

We Shouted Sorry To the Morning
By Mabel Chou 1202

We shouted sorry to the morning
Our voices echoing over the lonely green  
 mountains
My voice sounded like one of those 
sad seagulls
Flapping across the morning 
Telling all the mountains that
It can’t find its way home
Your voice sounded like one of those
Forlorn crows
Telling all the wanderers that
It can’t find its way to the world
We widen strained smiles into boats
And send them floating towards the mountains
Unfold creases of regret into airplanes
And shoot them towards the sky
Each sorry brings a little color to the morning
Each promise brings us a little closer to parting
Day’s broken.
We blow our farewells to the horizon.

The River So Still
By Vivianne Liang 12B

The river so still with nothing inside
Plashless even when a tomtit frisked by
Cannot be ignited, cannot be stirred
Flows in its own cadence, silent and firm
It’s clear yet it’s grey, a river so marble
Pallid and empty, he longs to be ruffled
By a breeze, by a breath, by a thing so spritely 
That prunes his marbleness complete and roughly 
Anything! Oh anything he beseeches
He wants to stay still no more!
I will not be a rivulet, I will be a torrent!
I will flow sorrow and I will flow joy
Come! A gale! Stir me inside!
Make a splash, make a ripple, make me alive
Yet he fails to cry out his prayers, tongue tied and tangled
Pathetic so, pathetic so
The river so still with nothing inside 

Poetry and Art

  Vivianne Liang 12B
 On the 11th and 28th of 
September, CASE’s cooperative 
company, Actura’s Taiwan 
branch, visited KCIS. Through 
a presentation, they showed KC 
students the purpose of the CASE 
(California Association for Steam 
Education) programme.          
 The CASE space school, 
from Australia, designed an 
informative International Study 
Programme, approved by the 
University of California as well as 
WASC (Western Association of 
Schools and Colleges), for both 
junior and senior high school 
students.      Their aim is to cultivate 
w e l l - b a l a n c e d , c o m p e t e n t 
students who are capable to 
accommodate the global trends 
of the 21st century and who can 
stand at the “forefront of this 
exciting era” (CASE).

  “We deliver an out-of-
classroom STEAM solution,” 
explained Ted Shaw, an Associate 
of Actura. The “A” in STEAM 
stands for Art and Design. 
 Their "7 Survival Skills” 
includes: critical thinking and 
problem solving; collaboration 
across networks and leading by 
influence; agility and adaptability; 
initiative and entrepreneurship; 
effective oral and written 
communication; accessing and 
analyzing information; and 
curiosity and imagination. 
 “They are the fundamental 
skills we try to foster in young 
people so that we can better 
prepare them for the 21st century 
workforce,” said Mr. Shaw. 
  The junior programme 
focuses on invoking passion, thus 
it consists of fun and interesting 
activities such as going on the 
gravity chair, which simulates 
the gravity of the moon, or 
spinning around on the multi-
axis trainer. Both are simulations 
that actual astronauts use in 
training. Students will also 
acquire rudimentary knowledge 
of space travel and space-related 
technology. 

 The senior programme, 
tailored for an older age group, 
is more intense. This intensity 
comes with an irresistible 
attraction—direct engagement 
with NASA experts! The 
programme includes project 
management, crisis management, 
team collaboration activities, oral 
presentations, and competitions.    
 They will also attend 
speeches delivered by NASA 
engineers and astronauts to 
expand their vision and horizon. 
Another incredible temptation 
CASE Space School has to offer 
is an official transcript that will 
indicate a completion of a full

semester 4-point GPA preparatory 
course. 
 The UC and WASC approval 
will also further validate graduates’ 
readiness for university. 
 As Mr.Shaw noted, “Due to 
the rise of AI, approximately 50% of 
the jobs we have now will not exist 
in the next 30 years.” 
 The young generation 
should quickly learn to prepare 
and adapt to this ever-advancing 
world; international camps that 
instill in young minds concepts 
of STEAM as CASE does will be a 
wonderful way to empower them 
with indispensable knowledge and 
abilities. 

Dr. Ma Ying-jeou Speaks at Kang Chiao
    Johnson Chen 10C

 On October 19, the former president of Taiwan, Mr. Ma 
Ying-jeou,came to Kang Chiao to make a speech about improving 
international perspective.
  The grade 10OP students were invited to listen to his speech. 
According to Dr. Ma, the building of a good international perspective 
can be divided into three parts, which are to always have some basic 
ideas about what is happening in the world, good manners, and the 
heart for caring for other people. 
 The former president said that people must build up good 
manners before developing an international perspective. He explained 
people will have contact with different  cultural groups, therefore it is 
crucial to have excellent manners before communicating with others. 
It makes it easier to make friends and develop a good relationship with 
others.
 Dr. Ma also talked about having knowledge about different 
countries and people, and the importance of the ideal of caring about 
other people.

 According to a Yingli Lu from 10E, “In the speech, Dr Ma used a 
very easy way and his sense of humor to explain some very complicated 
issues…”
 Annie Chou (10B) declared, “During the speech, [Dr. Ma] 
allowed students to ask questions about his speech, and he answered all 
of them in detail, and he treated them seriously.” 
 It can be very helpful for students to listen to the words of 
celebrity speakers or experts as people have respect for these speakers 
and often feel they can trust their advice. Students will listen to them 
and will be more likely to apply these ideas to their student life or future 
careers.       
 From the teachers’ point of view, Ms. Echo Huang, the teacher 
of 10C, and Mr. Andy Shao, the teacher of 10B, both thought that this 
was an outstanding speech, and students could learn a lot of things 
from it.
 From the writer’s point of view, this was an excellent speech, 
which was very helpful to students because they can think about 
expanding their international perspective and constructing better 
relationships with others. 

STEAM not STEM! Are KC Students Ready for the 21st Century?

 In the 60th London International Youth Science Forum, 
I met some of the greatest minds in the world and visited various 
top research institutions in the UK.
 Walking into the Carbon Neutral Laboratory in the 
University of Nottingham, I could not help but look around with 
my mouth gaping open. Isolation glove boxes, vacuum filtration 
systems, NMR spectrometers…All the laboratory equipment 
that I used to only see in pictures and videos were right in front 
of me. Like a six-year-old girl who feels a Disney princess dress 
is her whole world, I thought this lab was my universe.
 Fully armed with safety goggles and gloves, I completed 
an organic chemistry experiment with my partner. Having had 
an in-depth and comprehensive background in chemistry, I 
applied my knowledge and understanding of synthesis reactions 
into practice. We were the first group to finish the experiment 
with high accuracy.

 While waiting for the results of the NMR spectroscopy, we 
solved all the questions on the instruction sheet by referring to 
materials provided by the professor. It was time to leave, but I was 
so reluctant that I almost whispered “my precious.” This experience 
not only provided me with an opportunity to work at an advanced 
laboratory, but also encouraged me to pursue my future in science.
 The tour around the building also astounded me. It isn’t just 
a building with stunning exterior design, but one that incorporates 
the latest technologies to achieve carbon neutrality. Built from natural 
materials and powered by renewable sources, it generates electricity 
for itself as well as other facilities on campus. 
 Conducting an experiment in a professional laboratory and 
witnessing how scientists have worked to apply knowledge in the real 
world inspired me. These are my future goals and aspirations. I want 
to put what I learned in classroom into practice; I want to build things 
with my own hands; I want to make a difference as an engineer. 

 Self portrait-
  Rachel Chen 11D

 MC Ascher drawing-
  Helen Lu 11D

  Mixed Media Project -
   Tina Wang 12A

"Egocentric" -
  Christine Wang 12C

One point perspective-
Sinswien Lee 7A

Mixed Media Project-
Karen Ho 11B
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      By the Students, For the Students
      Ashley Chang 10B
 You stare down at your 
notes in front of you, heart 
pumping, adrenaline rushing, a 
thousand ideas firing through 
your head. You look around at your 
classmates, equally determined, 
as you prepare to share the best 
analysis you have ever made
 In the classroom of the 
Socratic Seminar, everyone is 
equal, everyone gets a chance, and 
everyone has an audience. 
 For some Kang Chiao 
students, this is already a reality. 
However, when it comes to many 
English classes, the rest of the 
student body are often confined to 
listening to their teachers lecture 
on and on, spoon-feeding them 
information.
 According to Edutopia, 
a Socratic Seminar “is…done 
in a circle, where students are 
equal and [the teacher is] on the 
outside.” 
 The English Honors 
classes modifies this method, 
utilizing the concept of student-
based discussions but including 
the teacher discussion, guiding 
students to

create intuitive discussion and 
analysis.
 “One of the best things 
about [the Socratic Seminar] 
is that it gives opportunity for 
people to express what they think. 
and it leads to ideas that I haven’t 
thought of,” said Ms Strong, Year 
Four MYP English Language and 
Literature Honors teacher. 
 Students can see the 
benefits as well, such as Harry 
Wang from 10B, who said, “I enjoy 
[class discussion] because it helps 
us to express our thoughts to one 
another. The discussion questions 
help us think and interact with 
the text, which makes you really 
think [so you’re] not just reading 
it through.”
 As Kang Chiao consists 
mainly of English second language 
learners, training students to gain 
the ability to communicate with 
peers without fear is a must. 
 Although voicing one’s 
opinions in a second language may 
be daunting at first, overcoming 
the fear of public speaking is one 
of the first steps of enabling the

    
capability to communicate in an 
unfamiliar language, or even a 
familiar one, but in an unfamiliar 
setting. 
 “What I do if…someone is 
not as comfortable talking in front 
of people, I do what’s called Think 
on Paper. I’ll say, ‘Okay, we’re 
going to talk about this, jot down 
a couple of ideas that you have.’ 
The student has already thought 
and been able to express it in 
words, so when the conversation 
is going on, they have something 
to say. They’ve already written it 
down, so it’s not so threatening,” 
said Ms. Strong.
 However, for beginner 
English learners, the issue may 
not be public speaking itself, but 
the difficulty expressing ideas in 
English. 
 Being thrust into an 
environment where all classes are 
taught in English, these students 
will need to overcome a language 
barrier separating them from 
insightful analysis. 
 According to Ms Chen, 
Year Two MYP English Language

   
Acquisition Phase Two teacher, 
incorporating the majority of these 
students’ first language, Chinese, 
into the classroom is a solution. 
 “They can [have         
discussions] in Chinese,” said 
Ms Chen. “They just need the 
appropriate strategies to bridge 
over to [asking] questions in 
English. The first language is a 
tool for these kids to explore the 
possibilities of second language 
learning. With proper instructions, 
they will most likely transition well 
into a dynamic bilingual speaker.”
 Many Kang Chiao students 
do not  experience Socratic 
Seminars or class discussions in 
their English classes, even though 
these techniques enable students 
to think critically, exchange ideas, 
and enhance their public speaking 
skills. 
   Including student-focused 
class discussion will guide 
students out of their comfort zone, 
and foster their ability to think 
of and share meaningful ideas: 
imperative skills to survive in this 
modern world. 

 On November 18th and 
19th, 2018, Kang Chiao International 
School held fundraising events 
for the Genesis Social Welfare 
Foundation and the Taiwanese 
Orphan Foundation.
 These foundations are 
focusing on helping people with 
disabilities and children that do not 
live with their parents and are in 
need.
 Different from last year, the 
Student Council added rules such 
as adding bonus House Points for 
the most attending house; adding 
House Points for the most money 
raised for each fundraising event; and 
competing money raised between the 
House Executives and all attending 
students. 

 After finishing the 
fundraising and going through lots of 
calculations, the students of Xiugang 
Campus raised NT $761,676 in total!
 During the fundraising, 
students have to be risk-takers so 
they can go on the streets and talk 
to random strangers. They have to 
be patient and sometimes have to be 
brazen enough to ask the strangers 
again and again, and not be afraid if 
they refuse.
  Lucas Lu, from 10B said, “I 
did convince [people] to donate, but 
it was really difficult. I convinced 
them by telling them about the kids 
who are suffering from losing one of 
their parents. I told them to imagine 
their childhood without a mom and 
dad: how would it be like? 

 Some students gathered 
together to play in an orchestra and 
show their talents to attract strangers’ 
attention. They put posters beside 
them to show that they were trying to 
fundraise for Genesis Social Welfare 
Foundation and the Taiwanese Orphan 
Foundation.
 This fundraising event was 
a great opportunity for the Student 
Council to instill a sense of school 
and house spirit in the students, while 
directing that spirit towards helping 
those in need.
 The school held a ceremony 
to celebrate the winners of the 
competition and the amount of money 
raised. The future looks bright for the 
development of student participation 
in Kang Chiao fundraising events!

After that, they agreed to donate for 
the charity.”
 Even though the fundraising 
was hard to accomplish and they 
faced lots of troubles, students still 
managed to raise so much money for 
the organization.
 “Well, actually it is fun, 
trying to convince strangers with 
my friends, and also helping out the 
community with actions. I learned to 
speak to strangers with courage, and 
I also learned to stay positive when 
someone gives you a “who cares” 
attitude,” Janna Lee, a student from 
10B, said when asked about the whole 
experience.
 Most of the students faced 
the same problems, but they still 
found ways to overcome them.
   

 On October twenty-fifth, Kang 
Chiao welcomed exchange students 
from The Berlin Cosmopolitan School in 
Germany. The students came on Sports 
day, and participated in many sports, 
including two friendly basketball games 
with some of our students. They also 
attended a day of classes at Kang Chiao, 
which included German language class, 
where they played traditional Taiwanese 
board games. “I was very surprised by the 
size of the school and all the facilities, as 
well as how similar our lessons are,” said 
Leonora, who fell in love with Mandarin 
and wants to learn it now. 
 Even though they come from 
different parts of the world, Leonie and 
Helena, two exchange students, had no 
difficulties communicating

with our students because they found 
them to be "very open, accepting and 
speak English well.” 
 The exchange students also 
learned valuable lessons while traveling 
with our students over the weekend. 
“I learned that different cultures are 
extremely similar in many ways. That 
most people are always trying to help 
and that you should respect each other,” 
said Nola. 
 Our grade eight reporters 
were hiking HeHuan mountain so the 
exchange students watched slides from 
previous hikes and also used Google 
Maps to find HeHuan mountain. 
 Principal Hsu feels proud to 
display Kang Chiao’s best qualities to 
visiting students and guests because “it 
shows outsiders that Kang Chiao is one 
of a kind”. Principal Hsu also stresses 
that our elite activities, which includes 
hiking HeHuan mountain, swimming 
across Sun Moon Lake and cycling 
around Taiwan, shows how Kang Chiao 
students remain strong during adversity. 
This is a lesson we hope to share with our 
visitors.
 Overall, we are excited and

look forward to their next visit to our 
school. We also received visitors from 
Kang Chiao elementary school in 
November.
 The sixth graders got a glimpse 
of what their future life at Kang Chiao 
will be like.
 The students were divided 
into our four Houses and participated 
in many different activities around the 
school campus. It included a GreenWich 
activity where teams worked together to 
build a trail. 
 “We were fortunate enough 
to win the prize for best teamwork. 
Teamwork is key to attaining growth and 
success. We are looking forward to join 
KCIS next year!” Mia Niemandt said.
 They also made a House 
keyring with a letter to their future self 
locked inside.“ I found writing a letter to 
myself harder than making the keyring!” 
said Alexa Hsiao. “ I told myself to not be 
so childish.”
 After lunch they did 
experiments in biology and science class. 
The sixth graders were taught by our 
very own students. This gave a chance 

for students to be teachers. 
 Ricky Huang reflects “Through 
our volunteer work we got to experience 
many amazing parts.It feels pretty different 
when I was a guide compared to the time 
that I came to visit the school as a 6th grader. 
My favorite part about this experience was 
that I met my old teachers, which was kind 
of surprising.” 
 We hope students will remember 
this memorable day.

    Melody Tsai 9F
 The Hehuan Mountain hike is the first Elite activity that we have 
to complete during our junior school life. Hehuan Mountain is located in 
central Taiwan, on the western part of  Taroko National Park. 
 Basically, on this unforgettable journey students will challenge 
the Hehuan peaks: Main peak (3,418 metres),  North Peak (3,421 metres), 
East peak (3,421 metres), West Peak (3,145 metres), Shimen peak ( 3,237 
metres). 
 A student in 8th grade named Ashley said, “I enjoyed this activity 
since it is a wonderful experiment that provides an opportunity for all of 
our classmates to cooperate together and to actually feel the beauty of the 
mountain, and learn things from the environment.”
 This represents how students can become skilled at learning how to 
work together and encourage each other. 
 Teamwork helped the students to surmount all the difficulties. 
Under the sometimes horrible conditions of this activity, students faced 
tons of challenges. Whenever they were desperate, and about to give up, the 
teammates would  encourage each other. This helped the team to build up 
confidence, in order to beat obstacles and achieve their final goals.
 However, even though students needed to overcome many different 
challenges during the climbing, when the students were asked how they 
would react if there was another chance to climb the mountain, Christine 
from 803 answered, “If I had another chance to climb the mountain, I will 
definitely try this opportunity, since during this mountain climbing, due to 
the terrible weather, we weren’t able to climb the west peak. As it was one 
of our team’s largest goals, which was what we all aimed for, it was actually 
desperate for us that we couldn’t accomplish climbing the west peak.” 
 In sometimes adverse conditions, students pushed themselves to 
their limits. This activity has provided students with an opportunity to learn 
how to work with their teammates and to become confident about their 
abilities.

Student visits: Opening doors to new friendships

     Building self-confidence by overcoming challenges 

Raising Money By Boosting School Spirit
Annie Chou 10 B

Hao Hung Chen 8B
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Young Stars On A Mission
        Yingli Lu 10E
 KCMUN is an activity held 
twice each year during winter and 
summer; the most recent MUN (Model 
United Nations) conference was held on 
November 11th and 12th. 
   Students who participate 
in this event have the opportunity to 
acquire public speaking and critical 
thinking skills through researching 
and understanding global affairs and 
international events, discussing current 
issues around the world, and adjusting 
the possible solutions to the problems. 
 “I was stressed as a student who 
had never participated in MUN. Writing 
a position paper and speaking English in 
front of all the delegates were challenges 
that I encountered during the conference. 
I was worried to be laughed at. Despite 
this, I found MUN beneficial as a public-
speaking and critical-thinking training 
for students to take part in, and I would 
be willing to participate in MUN again,” 
said Cindy Lee (8D). 
 Students who have had 
several experiences in MUN challenge 
themselves to become a chair and 
to learn a different aspect.   Taking 
responsibility and possessing the ability 
to assist inexperienced delegates are two 
of the most valuable lessons from the 
experience of being a chair for the first 
time.  

 Taking responsibility and 
assisting  inexperienced delegates are 
two of the most valuable lessons from 
the experience of being a chair for the 
first time.  
 “I learned the most from the 
delegates. They forced me to learn to deal 
with problems, react to sudden changes 
in the council, and teach people the skills 
I’ve learned from my past experiences. 
Not only that, being a chair also pushes 
me to cooperate and work with people 
I’m not familiar with. Even though it 
was my first time chairing in KCMUN, I 
did learn a lot from it,” said Nicole Wang 
(10C).
 The government system of 
countries has been a topic for debate. 
Each country has different stances and 
views of the “best” governmental system, 
which has been one of the causes for 
conflicts among countries throughout 
history. MUN offers students the chance 
to try to solve the issue and think of ways 
to enhance the government. 
 “Our council’s goal was 
to guide a fictional country we’ve 
created ourselves towards democracy. 
Transforming a conservative country 
into a democratic one requires 
compromises and discussions, so trying 
to finish them in a two-day conference 
was really a challenge,” said Karen 
Ho(11B). 

  To offer an in-depth understanding of current issues around the world 
to the students, the 81st Governor of Vermont, Peter Shumlin, was invited to give 
a speech at the end of the conference. He stated some unresolved problems and 
suggested possible actions students could take to solve the issues. 
 “We’ve started government leadership and initiatives on climate change; 
the goal is to help you all, anyone that’s interested, to get the knowledge you 
need to join this battle together. Our mission is to turn ideas into action, and 
innovation into policy,” he said. 
 Through research and discussions about the current issues around the 
world such as government systems, poverty, and human rights, students could 
enhance their public speaking and compromising skills, which are linked to 
improving their ability to solve problems. 

Belle Chu 11A
 This semester, some clubs 
about introducing other countries 
and cultures were created. These clubs 
include the French Culture club, the 
German Culture club, and the Spanish 
Culture club. One of the clubs is 
the Japanese Culture club, and the 
instructor is Ms.Joyce Yaung. 
 Ms. Yaung enjoys teaching 
Japanese culture in the club. 
 “Everyone can walk out of the 
classroom and know how to introduce 
themselves in simple Japanese, and they 
can ask people why they are interested 
in Japanese culture,” she said.
 Her target for the Japanese 
club is sharing ideas about students’ 
passions and what they most like about 
Japanese culture. One of the ways for 
sharing ideas is to do a presentation of 
their favorite anime. 
 “I found out that many people 
like anime, so I began getting everyone 
to search for an anime that they really 
like or that they know and share with 
each other,” Ms. Yaung said.
 One of the students, Derek, 
said, “The most interesting activity 
in the club is the anime presentation 
because there is an anime that

I really like, and I feel like I want to share 
it to others to let them know about it. 
This presentation can help me gain more 
anime knowledge and learn about anime 
culture.” 
 Another student, Eric, said “I 
think Japanese culture is not only anime, 
and there are other things like learning 
with other people. We can learn about 
what other people like and we can make 
friends there.”
 The club includes many 
interesting activities.
 “The other thing is that the 
teacher is helpful  because she helps us 
to introduce other kinds of Japanese 
culture like the origami that we do. She 
said that she would also make sushi with 
us even outside the club. Everyone can 
go together to learn more about Japanese 
culture,” Eric said.
 Even though different people 
have different opinions, we have to 
appreciate what other people like and 
what they share. Aside from focusing 
on communication, like learning some 
basic Japanese phrases, the club also 
aims to promote open mindedness.

Japanese Culture Club: 
Communication and Open Mindedness     The Dramazies

Juliet Ho 11G
 Being part of the drama club has always 
been a pleasure of mine. As the only senior in this 
environment, you probably think that I’m way past the 
age to be as playful and energetic as the juniors are. 
Surprisingly, all of us regardless gender or age, are able 
to collaborate and communicate with each other. 
 In our club, the joyful environment not only 
allows the students to learn various skills necessary for 
acting through interesting games and practices, it also 
provides us the opportunity to get acquainted with 
people from different grade levels.

  Additionally, in our practice sessions, we improve our acting 
skills by identifying the imperfections in our performances for one 
another.
  After two months of practice, we were ready to hold a Christmas 
show. The whole show was composed of four different short stories 
where they all centered around the theme of Christmas. Moreover, to 
match our setting which was the 16th century in England, we made the 
costumes by ourselves with some worn T-shirts and yarn to create an 
image similar to one of the plays performed in the Globe Theater.
  All we needed was a cheerful crowd and some merry Christmas vibes!

 School trips are always 
one of the activities students enjoy 
while learning. This year, the 7th 
graders had two trips in one day.
 In the morning, the SP 
students had an Escape room 
activity at school, while the OP 
students went to Neihu to visit the 
Fire Safety Museum of Taipei City 
Fire Department. 
  In the museum, there 
are activities that mimic natural 
disasters  to teach students how 
to react when they encounter 
them. Students went in a room 
with a machine that simulates the 
smoke from a fire to learn how to 
stay calm while exiting a burning 
building.They also learned how to 
use a fire hose. This was something 
most students never had a chance 
to try before.       
 After this visit, they know 
how to react when they face 
disasters.
   In the afternoon, the SP 
students headed for the museum 
while the OP students went back 
to the school, where they used 
their knowledge of the prevention 
of disaster to play a game. 

 The game was divided into 
two parts. In the first part, pupils 
separated into many groups to 
solve questions about disasters, 
and the answers consisted of 
numbers. 
 The group leader had to 
race to the front to press the digits 
of the safe to get gold coins from 
teachers. Gold coins are very  
useful in the second part of game. 
 In the second part, 
students bought questions cards 
with different difficulties from 
teachers in order to earn coins. 
 After getting the question 
card, pupils in groups found the 
relevant picture on the “gallery” 
and tried to solve it. While some 
students were solving mysteries 
on the wall, others went to the 
Escape room to solve problems to 
escape. 
 After getting the question 
card, pupils in groups found the 
relevant picture on the “gallery” 
and tried to solve it. While some 
students were solving mysteries, 
others went to the Escape room 
to solve problems to escape. 

Stepping out of School
Kiki Fang 7C

 For this you needed to pay gold coins too and if you escaped 
successfully, you could double the amount of money you paid. However, 
the risk is high, if you lose the game, you lose your gold coins. 
 It was an exciting activity both the students and teachers were 
engaged in.
  At the end of day, students went on the stage to take photos and
share how their group worked together, how they encouraged each other 
and used their talents to help their team.
  As the students recall this trip, they remember the wonderful time 
they had on the day. “ I think it was fun and excited because we played the 
escape room, ” Zoe Tsung (7C) said.

 
 Two years ago, KCIS started a house point system. The four 
houses (Northern, Eastern, Western and Southern House) compete to 
be the champions of the year. This year there is an app that lets teachers 
add House points in class for good performance. The top ten earning 
students receive a pin at the end of each month.
 The House Masters shared their opinions about the new app and 
their role as House Master.
 "The idea for awarding House Points not only during big events 
but also on a daily basis was to teach students responsibility towards a 
community. Besides, healthy competition between the Houses keeps the 
school spirit high and the students interested in the House system," said 
Mr. Erasmus (Southern House)
 Mr. Yeh from the Eastern House feels it is fun to be a house 
master and a great way to have more interaction and be involved with 
the school and students.
 Ms. Yeh from the Northern house thinks that giving awards to 
the top ten house point student hasn’t made a big difference yet. She said 
that "as time goes by and maybe if the rewards are something that the 
students become more interested in, then I think more people would 
like to be top ten."
 Ms. Potgieter from Western House thinks the app helps teachers 
to get more involved and get to know their students better.
 “I think the house point system can get students motivated and I 
hope that more teachers can use it,” she said.

                                                         Amanda Hsieh  8D

House Points , It all adds up
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       Strengthen Your Mind and Challenge Yourself  
Tinwi Lee 9F 

 On October 20 and 21, about 30 Kang Chiao students attended 
the Taitung Super Triathlon competition. 
 This is a race that Kang Chiao has attended for years. Every year, 
there are students from all grades who take part in this competition as 
a chance to show their skills and what they have learned. If you want 
to participate in this competition, you have to first join the after-school 
activity.  
 After the race, most of the members in the triathlon team 
received awards. Even though some of the members didn’t get a ranking, 
those students also improved a lot. 
 One of the triathlon team members, Winston Liao (9B) said, 
“The reason why I attended this competition is I wanted to challenge 
myself and practice toughness. I also wanted to break my personal 
best.” 
 They prepared for this race since the beginning of the semester. 
Students who participated in Taitung Super Triathlon competition 
stayed after school three times a week to practice all the skills necessary 
for the race.
However, the training is not the hardest part. The hardest part is to 
finish the race. A triathlon race can last for hours. So the real challenge 

is whether you can persevere to finish the race or not. One of the girls 
in the team said that although the training was tough and tiring, she still 
tried her best to finish the training. 
 The coach of the triathlon team, Otter, said, “The skill they can 
improve is their willpower.” 
  Other than having a good physical skill, you also need strong 
willpower to support you mentally. 
     Every race is just like an exam of the triathlon team. They show 
and present what they have learned during the training. 
 After the competition, the coach feels like a parent watching 
his children grow up and learn from being an amateur to finishing the 
competition successfully.  He is happy about their growth and the process 
of the students growth, but he also noted that the students from triathlon 
can’t stop improving because they already got awards, so they should still 
work hard and get better.  
 The key point of triathlon is not about how fast you can run or 
swim, it is the strength of your mind. You have to strengthen your mind 
so it can support you to continue the competition. This is the key point 
why the triathlon team can finish their competition successfully with 
such a good ranking.

Class Name Score
705 Crystal Lin 03:10 

mins

804 Sunny Liao 03:03
9E ShannonWu 03:07
10D Melody Lai 03:16
11B Sonia Yang 03:06
12B Ophelia Chen 03.18

Class Name Score

7B Nicolas Torres 06.42 mins

8D Jaydon He 05.57 mins

901 Dylan Lin 05.59 mins

10E Kuan-Yi Chen 05.35 mins

11B Daniel Lin 05.35 mins

12G Ken Chuang 05.58 mins

Female Students 800m

Male students 1600 m

 Therefore, KC’s PE class 
and fitness test both aim to 
improve KC students’ physical 
competence. 

Here are the fitness running test 
winners of each grade in KCIS. 

 KCIS’s fitness test happens 
every semester. It follows the 
standard of Taiwan’s Ministry of 
Education Fitness Department’s 
fitness test. The purpose of the test 
is to examine students’ physical 
fitness and help them improve 
their physical abilities. 
 Strength and stamina of 
the body are very important for 
all living organisms. Though we 
now live in an era where physical 
competence is not a requisite for 
everyone, at unexpected times, it 
will become surprisingly crucial. 
For instance, running for your 
life from a criminal, protecting 
yourself from a burglar, or 
surviving any accidents. 
 Things can turn out to be 
very serious and life -threatening 
at any second, thus it is best to 
be prepared for unfortunate 
accidents. 
 More importantly, 
good fitness means a longer life 
spanHumans are not biologically 
designed to be sedentary 
organisms; evaluation of fitness is 
necessary and beneficial for all!

Here are the fitness long jump 
winners of each grade in KCIS.
Female Students
Class Name Score
702 Sandy Chou 220cm
802 Tiffany Chen 215cm

901 Vicky Hsu 229cm

10A Angelina Hsu 210cm
11G Elaine Kao 215cm
1201 Sarah Chen 208cm

Male Students
Name Score

705 Albert Liao 242cm
803 Max Huang 260cm
9E
901
903

Stan Shih
Michael Tai
Matthew Huang

260cm

10A Hendrick Lee 270cm
11A Nick Chang 270cm
12E Ewan Li 265cm

Congratulations to the students on 
their outstanding performance!

              Run For Your Life
                  
                  Vivianne Liang 12B

 Who says that people who 
live in the dormitory can’t have 
fun?
 On October 25th the 
dormitory celebrated its birthday 
by playing Laser tag in the gym.  In 
each round two teams competed 
with ten players on each side. The 
students were excited to try on the 
different equipment, a vest, helmet 
and laser guns. 
 The best part of the game is 
that you could respawn if you got 
tagged in the first four minutes, 
but if you got tagged in the last 
minute, say goodbye! The team 
who had the most survivors won.  
 Both students and teachers 
enjoyed this activity. “It is a really 
great experience and the teachers 
and students felt very excited. We 
discussed the strategy of how to 
protect our teammates, and this 
made the connection between 
students and teachers stronger. It 
was great to see different grades 
working together to achieve their 
goal," said Ms. M Chang, the 
dormitory administrator.
 Principal Hsu supports the 
initiative taken by administration 
to think of creative ways to 
celebrate every year and enjoyed 
the time spent with students.
 

“Whether it’s in school or out of 
school, I like to interact with students 
because through interaction, I am 
able to understand students’
mindsets, therefore building good 
relationships with them. Education 
affects individuals’ life experience. 
If good relationships are built, there 
is a chance for educational ideas to 
be spread. If the relationship is well 
taken care of, everything will be 
fine,” he said.

        

The Cyberfair club was created 
two years ago. The purpose of the 
club is to do research and gather 
information about a chosen topic. 
Members will create a website, and 
participate in the Taiwan Cyberfair 
competition. 
 They are currently doing 
research about a charitable 
organization, "Nan Jichang Le Huo 
Yuanqu", that helps people in need.       
There are three buildings. The first 
is a restaurant that receives food 
that has passed the sell-by date and 
turn it into dishes to sell cheaply to 
the needy. Another is "Happy land", 
a place where the elderly can get 
food and a health check. The last is 
the food bank  where low-income 
people  can have some discount on 
food.They can also work at the food 
bank to get points to use inside the 
bank.
 Another initiative is the 
restaurant puts food in a refrigerator

that people can take for free.   
    "The reason I chose this club 
is it sounded interesting, it isn't 
like the clubs I've been to before, 
and I wanted to try something 
new. I think the topic that we are 
researching is very interesting," 
said Simon 8C.    
   Both Simon and Jonathan 
found gathering information 
more challenging than designing 
the website. “It takes a lot of time 
to find important and suitable 
information," Jonathan said.
  The website has not been 
completed yet. 
     Last year, the club focused on 
the Pack Sanctuary, an animal 
welfare organization. Junior club 
leader Shawn Pan (8B) adds “I 
believe that our website will help 
everyone in the world to stop 
wasting food, this club is not 
just about making websites and 
getting the awards, it is also about 
promoting the organizations.”

Happy birthday, Dorm!
Dylan Kao 7C

 The Kang Chiao Acapella Club offers students improvements 
on collaboration; since singing acapella is to sing without any 
instruments, and only by a group of people. 
  As cooperation skills play a significant role in singing 
acapella in the club, no matter in the matching of voices or the work 
assignation, the ability to cooperate is emphasized by the acapella 
singers.  “[The] singers should open their ears and listen,” explained 
Mr. Ardi, the acapella club teacher. 
 Singing by oneself is the most common but serious problem 
acapella students have besides singing the wrong pitch. Listening to 
other group members when singing acapella is important because 
acapella is teamwork. Without listening and acting in concert with 
other group members while singing, the different parts would seem 
as if they are singing by themselves, which separates the song and 
gives the audiences feelings of incompatibility when listening.

 
 The acapella club captain, William Lu, also mentioned “... because 
we have to collaborate with a lot of different singers, if you just sing by 
yourself you cannot sing well, cause you will be interrupted by another 
force,” which also clearly emphasizes the importance of cooperating in 
acapella.
  “If anyone is interested in singing, or, even though you cannot 
sing very well, if you have passion you can just come join us… It’s very 
fun and you will learn a lot,”  William Lu said as an invitation to all the 
Kang Chiao students. 
 The club teacher, Mr. Ardi, also wishes more students can join 
the acapella club to sing and make friends happily in this no-pressure 
environment. 
 Join in the acapella group to sing, have fun, and also at the same 
time, to cultivate teamwork skills! Kang Chiao’s diversity of club choices 
provides a great opportunity for students to gain and improve their own 
ability.

    Creating Acapella by Amazing Teamwork
Nadia Lin  9A

Spreading Awareness :

 The Cyberfair Club
Shawn Chen 8C
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Albert Yao on his Irish Dancing Journey 
       Albert Wang 11C

 One of the best dancers in the 
game of Irish Step Dancing comes from 
an unlikely place: more than 10,168 
kilometers away from Ireland, in Taiwan. 
That is where 16-year-old Taiwanese 
dancer, Albert Yao from 11C, started 
doing Irish dancing. 
 In December, Albert Yao 
attended the Mainland Europe and 
Asia Irish Dancing Championships in 
Amsterdam, Netherlands, and brought 
back the first place. 
 When asked what the victory 
means to him, he sincerely replied, “It 
means a lot to me [be]cause it’s my first 
win at a major competition... it’s a big 
confidence boost.” 
 He is now qualified for 
next year’s world championships. In 
addition, he absolutely deserves this 
accomplishment, knowing the amount of 
effort he has invested in it and the number 
of difficulties he had to overcome. 
 Inspired by his older sister, who 
is also a great Irish dancer, Albert Yao 
started dancing when he was just five 
years old.

  “I used to watch [my sister] 
dance... I thought it’s kind of fun, so 
I started dancing,” said Albert, as he 
looked back to where his journey started. 
   At first dancing along with 
his sister, Albert soon developed 
Irish Dancing into “one of [his] most 
passionate hobbies,” and as he now jokes, 
his possible “profession in the future.” 
 Behind his success today is a 
mountain of hard work. For more than 
ten years, he has been “practicing almost 
every day if [he had] the chance, and also 
enduring all the injuries and setbacks.” 
Once, in a competition in 2014, he 
broke his toe on the stage. “Whenever I 
jumped it hurt a lot,” he recalled. Despite 
that, he did not give up the competition. 
Continuing to dance, he further 
worsened his injury. 
 "After that incident, he tells me 
“he couldn’t play sports for two months.” 
Nevertheless, he stayed optimistic 
during the rehabilitation: “[the fact] 
that I actually was able to finish the 
competition… I was really happy.”

 In addition to the painful 
injuries he has endured, Albert also 
faces limited opportunities. 
 “There is only one Irish 
dancing teacher in Taiwan,” he 
asserted, “and I got to a point where... 
she couldn’t teach [me] anymore and 
started to limit my opportunities.” 
Luckily, he found a teacher in Hong 
Kong who could certainly help him 
two years ago. 
 Now, he regularly has Skype 
lessons with the teacher and flies to 
Hong Kong to meet her  once a month. 
When discussing his success, he 
humbly attributes it to his teacher, who 
he said, “helped [him] a lot… and also 
got a really famous teacher to come 
over to do the choreography ... [which 
also] helped.” 
 In December, Albert Yao was 
also invited to dance in the famous Irish 
Dance show “Feet of Flames” during its 
tour in Taiwan, becoming the second 
Asian and the youngest dancer to ever 
perform in the show’s 20-year history. 

   Nadia Lin 9A 
 The Kang Chiao senior and 
junior high canoe polo school teams 
have achieved great results: the first 
and second place in the Canoe Polo 
International Cup Championship held 
on November 18th.   
 As both of the Kang Chiao 
junior high school teams defeated all 
other schools’ teams in the preliminaries 
on November 16th and 17th, Kang 
Chiao’s school teams won the first and 
second place on the 18th.
 Having excellent skills and 
tactics, e.g. knowing how to group 
when you defend, how to throw the ball 
accurately, and how to block the ball 
with your paddle, is essential for winning 
Canoe Polo games.     
 At the same time, exceptional 
teamwork skills must also exist between 
the whole team. 
 “[Understanding of team 
tactics] is everything. With good 
teamwork and team tactics, we can score 
more efficiently and at the same time, 
defend,” a player who participated in the 

 competition, Kuei, said.  
 When asked about the 
importance of skills and tactics 
in playing Canoe Polo, Chao, the 
goalkeeper in the Canoe Polo National 
Cup Championship explained “...these 
skills help the contestants to attack the 
enemy's goal as well as defend our own.”
  “We only lost one game, which 
is the game against our own school,” 
continued Kuei, who is one of Kang 
Chiao’s junior high D team’s members. 
According to Kuei, when playing 
against Kang Chiao’s junior high Canoe 
Polo team C in the final competition, 
something happened which later lowered 
the team status and performance, and 
left Kuei with a strong regret.
 Despite sometimes experiences 
setbacks, Kuei really enjoys this sport. 
“My friends invited me to play canoe 
polo, and I found it very interesting. I 
like the feeling of scoring and paddling 
in a canoe.” He said that whenever he 
felt tired during training, he would keep 
going and persevere. These are important 
qualities when playing any sport.
 Overall, as a result of all their 
hard work and practice, all four of Kang 
Chiao’s school teams won incredible 
awards in the Canoe Polo National Cup 
Championship with their outstanding 
tactics and passion. 

  “Train hard and you’ll gain” 
is the saying from Kang Chiao Karate 
Club’s sensei, Mr. Leslie Barnett. 
 Karate is a martial art which 
includes knowledge and skills of self-
defense. Because of the hard training 
before every competition, the karate club 
has been bringing multiple trophies back 
to their dojo, which is their training place 
at KCIS. 
 They train hard every Tuesday, 
Thursday, and Friday night. 
 According to Venetia Liu from 
9D, a green belt, “ We train in our dojo. 
Sometimes we train on the track and the 
basketball court. Leslie Sensei will give 
instructions to let us practice the team 
kata, individual kata, and ippon kumite.” 
  On December 16, Leslie Barnett 
Sensei led the karate club members to 
the Karate Goju Cup 2018 in Huwei 
Township, Yulin County, Taiwan.
 This was a fresh experience 
for many karate club members. People 
were nervous but also excited to have the 
opportunity

to compete with other karate teams from 
different schools in Taiwan. 
  According to Rena Wu (9D), the 
junior captain of the club,  “Most of the 
blue belts to white belts were competing 
in three teams. First, team kata with three 
people in a group...Second, the individual 
kata. Lastly, the ippon kumite that’s more 
aggressive compared to other individual 
competitions.” 
   “Different belts means different 
levels you are training on, but the belt 
color doesn't really matter a lot. As long as 
you have the will to train and train hard,” 
Venetia said.
 The Kang Chiao Karate Club won 
10 first-place spots, thirteen second-place, 
6 third-place positions, and 5 trophies in 
the Goju Cup 2018! 
 However, the experiences they 
received in this competition are more 
precious than the trophies and medals that 
they won. Their losses and their victories 
built up significant experience in their 
karate life. As a result, the Kang Chiao 
Karate members are elated by success, and 
not disturbed by failure. 

His journey not only inspires us students 
to face any obstacles but also to try new 
activities and to persist in our own passions.

Kang Chiao Teams Win Championship

Karate -- Elated by Success, Not Disturbed 
by Failure 

2018 SportS Day

Congratulations to Southern House for becoming the 
champions and Western House for winning the Spirit 

Award.

Yvonne Kuo 9F


