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Puzzles

12 PUZZLES

On June 10th, most of 
the Kang Chiao students joined 
to work on their science project 
for preparing the science fair 
presentation. Every student was 
really excited about it and they 
all cooperated in making their 
project.

Each student group could 
choose their favorite subject to 
present on the science fair: also, 
each grade of students had their 
own motif. Students achieved 
their challenge and tried their 
best to prepare the whole process 
of the project.

“The science fair is 
an event I am excited to see. 
I am really excited to see the 
experiments done by the high 
school students. Celine and I 
are partners for this project. We 
decided to research more on 
how our preference of drink after 
workouts shows how frequent 
we exercise,” Sherry Tang (9) 
said.  

There was also a prize for 
the winner team in each grade 
of students. This made students 
more vigorous to be involved in 
this event. However, students 
thought the most important 
thing was that they had fun in 
the experiment’s process and how 
they solved their problem.

“Analyzing data is a hard 
task. It requires work with the 
computer and filtering out data.
We asked assistance from our 
teacher and classmates more 
familiar with Excel,” Celine Chan 
(9) said.

Doing this project 
included setting the hypothesis, 
doing the survey, tidying up the 
data and conclusion and writing 
all of the stuff in the poster. This 
was a lengthy process. Students 
also needed patience, but they all 
did it and made a splendid ending 
for this considerable activity.

“What I made for the 
science fair is a new thing I 
didn’t do before and my topic 
is how chemicals affect plants 
(duckweed). I think the process 
was really amazing, but I also 
have some problem with my 
partner preparing the material of 
the science fair. At last, we surfed 
on the internet to find how to 
solve our problem,” Anne Wang 
(9) said.

Students had high 
expectations of presenting their 
final project to every student 
and every teacher, so they put 
lots of effort into the process. 
The science fair helps students to 
learn something new each year 

“I would want to do 
something about chemicals next 
year. From doing this process, I 
really learned many things in the 
process. For instance, I should 
be careful to do each step of the 
experiment so that I wouldn’t 
waste too much time on fixing the 
errors,” Jennifer Chen (9) said.

The goal of the science 
fair was for students to get 
opportunities to use the scientific 
method and to do the experiment 
that they were interested in. The 
teachers expected nothing less 
from all of the students of Kang 
Chiao, hoping the experience 
would turn out great for 
them. 

“My partners and I did 
hard work on this project. We 
obeyed the science methods. 
It seems like we were the 
professional scientist. It’s a really 
great experiment. I was proud of 
our team work. I really learned 
that teamwork was a really 
important part of our project,” 
Helen Lu (9) said.

Teachers also gave 
suggestions to students to let 
them know how to improve their 
projects. 

“Students should learn 

Budding Scientists Compete for Awards 
about how to conduct the experiment, like knowing what they need 
to change in the science fair and students should spend much time 
for their science fair project choosing the specific level for the science 
project to challenge their limit. Students come speak to the teachers 
and discuss with others to solve their problems in doing the project,” 
Mr. Stuart Dawson, science teacher, said.
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Crossword

Riddles
These are ancient Anglo-Saxon riddles from 

around 800 AD. 

I come in dewy drops from the wet sky, 
And grow fat in my fall through the rainy 
shower, But no hand can touch me, as I 

swim in the limpid water, 
For my delicate interior bursts at once from 

the touch And my fragile breath departs 
into thin air. 

Once, through the watery ways, in a great 
crowd, I led the companions and many 

fellows who share my same birth. 
What am I?

When I am alive I do not speak.
Anyone who wants to, takes me captive and 

cuts off my head.
They bite my bare body.

I do no harm to anyone unless they 
cut me first.

Then I soon make them cry.
What am I?

My home is not quiet but I am not loud.
The lord has meant us to journey together.

I am faster than he and sometimes stronger,
But he keeps on going for longer.
Sometimes I rest but he runs on.

For as long as I am alive I live in him.
If we part from one another

It is I who will die.
What am I?

answers pg. 8
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Selina Chen 
News Writer
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Students Represent the World
 The Model United Nations 
(MUN) is traditionally held in the 
middle of each semester at KCIS. 
MUN hones students’ speaking 
skills and the courage to speak 
formally in front of the assembly. 
Also, this is an opportunity for 
students to get to know more 
about different important current 
events around the world by doing 
research and discussing that topic 
with each other. 
 “The purpose of MUN 
is to raise students’ awareness 
of students of current events 
that are going around the world. 
Through researching, debating, 
and negotiating with each other, 
it allows them to see those events 
from different perspectives. This 
program also grants students to 
practice skills that will help them 
with applying for college, or when 
they’re working,” Ms. Frankie 
Tsui, MUN director, said. 
 MUN also provides 
councils for lower graders, which 
is the Junior Council. The topic 
this year, is to come up with a 
solution to the controversies 
over the Nile region that are 

happening lately. Students are 
able to learn so much about their 
topic through discussions and 
negotiations, and learn to speak 
publicly, which would at last be a 
memorable experience in life.
 “During the conference 
of Junior Council, I was assigned 
to be the delegation of Egypt. 
We were talking about the 
controversies over the Nile. I’ve 
learned how countries argued 
over the control of Nile, and 
how any decision can have huge 
impacts to a country. Through 
researches and debates with all 
delegates, I’ve learned a lot. I’ve 
also learned and practiced to 
speak in front of people bravely. 
It was a worthy and remarkable 
experience,” Nicole Lai (8B) said.
 Knowing how to 
communicate with each other is 
significant. MUN gives participants 
the chance to experience 
collaborating and peaceful 
conversation with one another 
without having tense arguments. 
 “We were all prepared 
for the debates, so there would 
definitely be conflicts happening 
between two sides. We would 

have to learn to discuss 
peacefully, or else there would 
be no solution to the problem. 
What I’m trying to say is that I’ve 
learned to talk calmly when I 
hear an opposite statement from 
the other side,” Joanna Chuang 
(8E) said.
 MUN is also an 
opportunity for students to 
examine important subjects from 
multiple perspectives, where there 
could be mind-blowing ideas or 
solutions that you can arrive at by 
talking with one another. 
 “As a chair, it kind of 
blows my mind to see people who 
have different interests discussing 
and giving opinions to the same 
topic, and also hearing some great 
arguments and thoughts from the 
delegates,” Kevin Wan (10C) said.
 Students also learn how 
to persuade people to agree with 
their position, which can be 
a “entertaining” skill for their 
future jobs. They’ve also learned 
to organize main points so it is 
easier when they’re presenting to 
the chairs and delegates. 
 “I’ve learned to coordinate 
research into short paragraphs, 

which actually helped me a lot 
when presenting and discussing. 
I’ve also persuaded people to 
stand on our side and support 
our solution to the problem. This 
should be a great skill to use in 
the future,” Daphne Chuang (8E) 
said. 
 Understanding the world 
is an important factor in life, 
so MUN is a huge opportunity 
for students to become familiar 
with current events around the 
world. In the process of being 
delegates in the MUN, students 
who become more interested may 
aspire to reach the chair list and 
become chairpersons themselves.
 “MUN is always one 
of my interests, and I’m proud 
to attend DISCEC council for 
KCMUN V. It was challenging 
to debate about the topic of 
disarming the chemical weapons, 
but it’s also interesting to 
understand the topic and also 
aware the world issues in real 
society. It was nice attending. 
I hope to further develop my 
debate skills, as well as stepping 
into the chairs list,” Dylan Yu 
(9C) said. 

Yingli Lu and Rae Hu 
News Writers

Row, Row, Row Your Dragon Boat

 Kang Chiao students were well prepared 
for the Dragon Boat Race. Coach Chen was really 
confident about his team. 
 He picks his team by choosing the 10th to 
12th graders who participate well in the sports club 
to join the team. 
 Students practiced by having weight training 
and rowing the dragon boat. They practiced 
hard because they know they have to bring the 
championship back home. All of the players trained 
for half a semester. 
 When the race started, every student 
participated well. They worked together for 
victories. They won the first place of the race. 
 The team captain said he did his best to lead 
the team to victory. Because everyone did their best, 
they won. 

Daniel  Chiang
Sports Writer

Sacrificing for Your Music, Your Mates
At the beginning of the 

summer vacation, students in the 
band get up early, around 7:00 
a.m., to arrive at school at 8:20, 
ready to practice in the school 
band. The students stay in school 
for two weeks of rehearsals.

The school band is a 
group of student musicians who 
perform instrumental music. 
In addition, they get ready to 
perform outside the country. 
Playing in the band is the fun 
part but practicing is the big 
challenge. Most of the time 
students sacrifice their weekends 
and vacations.

     Apollo Liu (12) is one 
of the members of band. He 
explained what students typically 
do in the daily rehearsals. 

“Every day people get up 
very early and every day is just 
about practicing our part to get a 
more accurate pitch and learn to 
cooperate with the band mates,” 
Liu said. 

He finds the rigorous 
practice challenging, as band 
members have to practice four or 
five times during the week and 
at least four to five hours on the 
weekend. 

Liu also mentioned one 
of the hardest parts is they have 
to spend time memorizing music 

charts.
“Teamwork is the core of 

the school band. The band has no 
bandleader, so we need to learn 
to cooperate with each other,” Liu 
said. 

Also, as a cello player, he 
has to carry a three kg instrument 
around the world during 
competitions.
     The school band started 
several years ago, and during 
these years, the school band has 
become a meaningful part in the 
lives of band members. As Apollo 
mentioned,

 “The school band’s 
main philosophy is teamwork. 
We put effort into our practice 

and give our best shot to win 
the competitions. To do so, we 
must maintain a good attitude 
as individuals when we are 
practicing during the weekend. 
The band’s goal is to increase its 
popularity, so it can gather more 
members into the band and also 
win competitions so that we can 
participate in international music 
festivals,” Liu said. 

At the end of the day, 
Liu summarizes, what makes 
the performance of KCIS’s band 
superior and meaningful is the 
members of the band who have 
formed a great partnership with 
each other.

Wayne Chen
Feature Writer
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Oregon Visitors 
Experience Taiwan 
 On March 27-28, Catlin 
Gabel students came all the way 
from Portland, Oregon, the ninth 
largest state in America, north of 
California, south of Washington, 
to learn about Taiwanese culture. 

“It is pretty fun and you 

Ethan Chang 
Editor

Never Do Tomorrow What You Can Do Today

Procrastination: the 
avoidance of doing something 
that needs to be accomplished; 
the habit of putting off. According 
to the dictionary, the word means 
“delay” and putting something 
“forward of tomorrow.” 
Procrastination can become a 
habit taking hold of every aspect 
of life. It can even develop into a 
psychological disorder.

There are different 
types of procrastination and 
different reasons for each type; 
yet, procrastination is mostly 
viewed as counterproductive. 
Research shows that around 
87% of students in high school 
procrastinate and 45% of those 
students report their grades have 
been negatively impacted. 

According to Shahram 
Heshmat, Ph.D., associate 
professor emeritus of health 
economics of addiction at 
the University of Illinois at 
Springfield, there are four main 
reasons: lack of interest, anxiety, 
lack of motivation, and skill 
deficits. 

First, people procras-
tinate because they simply do 
not know how to move ahead. 
When students don’t understand 
the assignment or struggle with 
writing research papers, they put 
work off in the irrational hope it 
will become easier tomorrow. Or 
they avoid it completely because 
addressing their problems direct-
ly is just too stressful.    
 Emily Shih (10) said she 
usually 
delays 
doing her 
home-
work at 
night. She 
went on 
to explain 
that stress 
and the 
over-
whelm-
ing load 
of new 
respon-
sibilities are the main reasons 
why, even though she knows it is 
bad. She thinks she works better 
“under pressure.” 

Second of all, it’s the 
lies students tell themselves, 

such as “I’ll feel more like doing 
this tomorrow,” or “this isn’t 
important.” They find excuses. 
They postpone getting started 
because of the fear of failure. 
In order to relieve stress, 
procrastinators shift their focus 
away from the future toward 
more immediate rewards in order 
to avoid challenging tasks.

Another student, Char-
lene Lin (10), also reveals how 

stress 
and 
school 
are the 
reasons 
behind 
her 
procras-
tination, 
as she 
is over-
whelmed 
with 
what all 

she has to finish. She goes on to 
explain she watches TV dramas 
or uses her phone to postpone 
her homework. 

Both students know 
procrastination is a bad habit. 
They also feel very tired when 

they have to rush through all 
their work at the last minute. 
This, in turn affects the 
quality of their work. Phones 
and computers contribute to 
procrastination, the “run aways” 
from the stress that comes with 
responsibilities and the work 
piled up over time. 

There are many causes for 
procrastination among students: 
lack of interest leads to avoidance, 
and with the stress they’ve 
suppressed over time, they begin 
to seek distractions. 

Procrastination is derived 
from psychological emotions and 
actions that chain a person into 
an incessant repetition of anxiety 
and avoidance. Once falling into 
the cycle of procrastination, 
it becomes difficult to end it, 
because the collapse of the delay 
between impulse and decision 
inevitably favors impulse. 

The first step to putting 
a stop to procrastination is to 
find ways to reduce stress, to 
“divide and conquer” by shifting 
the focus from the ultimate goal 
to a series of intermediate tasks, 
and setting simple goals with 
deadlines.

Vivian Huang 
Feature Writer

Cards--They’re Not All Fun and Games

Kerilee Nickles is an English teacher who teaches 8th grade literature and social studies. She was 
born and raised in the U.S. She also has experience teaching in the Middle East before teaching at Kang 
Chiao. She has dreamed of being a teacher since she was seven. 

“When I was seven, I realized that I wanted to be a teacher because I love learning and writing,” 
Ms. Nickles said.

She’s an adventurous and ardent person who likes to 
traveler as well as a book-loving person who reads books or history 
documentaries as her hobby. 

“I would describe myself as an enthusiastic and creative 
person. I also like to travel, read books, and watch history 
documentaries,” Ms. Nickles said. 

As a teacher,  she hopes to be a motivation for students to 
learn outside of their formal studies, and maintain positive attitudes 
while continuing their education. 

“I hope to motivate them by making the classroom a pleasant 
place to be, so they’ll enjoy what they’re doing when they’re in there. I also hope that they would learn 
how to find the answer themselves when they have a question,” Ms. Nickles said.

Ms. Nickles is also interested in teaching history and health along with literature. Since she was 
little being teacher has always been her dream job. But at the same time, she’s also been interested in 
writing, so she would’ve chosen to be a writer for newspaper or magazine if she wasn’t a teacher. 

“I would like to be a writer, to be creative, and to have people enjoy what I write,” she said.
Responsibility is what she’s looking for in a student. It’s really important for students to try to put 

in as much effort as they can when they learn and always maintain a positive attitude.  
She also thinks that a good teacher requires caring for students; they make sure students do get help. 

“I look for someone who wants to be there, who tries hard even if they’re not perfect. And to be 
a good teacher, it’s important to care about students, that they could get the help they need, and they 
actually learn something,” Ms. Nickles concluded. 

Meet the Teachers 
Mr. James Brown is a new teacher at Kang Chiao and is new 

to Taiwan. He is from South Africa from a town called Durban. He 
said South Africa is the most beautiful place on Earth. 

“South Africa is a beautiful place and a loving place,” Mr. 
Brown said.
    He really likes to teach others what he has learned. He has 
liked teaching since he was in 10th grade. He likes to teach because 
he likes to talk to others and help others.

Mr. Brown is an English teacher, but if he was not teaching 
English, he would like to teach history. He thinks history is fun and 
interesting. 

He said, “History is important to our life. It is important to 
learn about the past. We can learn from the mistakes of the past and 
not make them in the present.” 

Mr. Brown also likes to eat. If he was not a teacher, he would 
be an ice cream tester. 
   Mr. Brown is a good teacher with a good sense of humor. He 
likes to joke around with students. If someone in his class is upset 
or mad at something, Mr. Brown tells him a joke or maybe shows a 
goofy video. 

In his class, he wants to have students who are willing to learn 
and want to go farther in his class. He wants to influence students by 
giving them a place to talk and think. Jason Huang News Writer

Yingli Lu News Writer
Card games are common 

for all age groups. While the card 
games people play change as they 
grow up, those games can affect 
people of different ages in positive 
or negative ways, 
having behav-
ioral or social 
consequences.

Kev-
in Renn (12), 
described how 
important card 
games have been 
to him.

“I started 
out playing Yu-
Gi-Oh and moved on to poker,” 
Renn said. 

His love for card games 
spurred his interest in statistics, as 
well as mathematics. Improving 
his gameplay helped in all types 
of games, not just card games. 

Renn said the people he 
socialized with changed when he 

Ping Chang
Feature Writer

switched card games.
In poker, players are 

older so they often gamble. Since 
Renn is underage, he cannot 
participate in those events, un-
like when he was playing chil-
dren’s card games.

 “Everything seemed 
possible,” he once believed, but 
now he feels some doors are 
closed to him because he can’t 
join poker tournaments.
 Sean Chen (12) never 
moved on to poker like Renn did 
but continued with his expertise 
in children’s card games. 

“I believe that card games 
are not just for children and that 
they should be enjoyed by all age 
groups,” Chen said.  

He also said, “These card 
games are also violent in their 
own way, from the artwork and 

the anime that re-
semble the game.” 

Chen also 
believes that the age 
restriction should 
be raised for games, 
such as Yu-Gi-Oh 
and Pokemon, 
because the games 
may affect a per-
son’s mind. About 
a year ago, a man 

killed four people as well as in-
juring 24 others with a knife on 
the metro. One of the few pieces 
of evidence police found on him 
was a Yu-Gi-Oh card used by the 
main villain in the anime TV se-
ries modeled after the card game.

However, the people 
who play card games meant for 

younger players aren’t necessarily 
innocent and naive. Sean Hsu 
(10), stopped playing because he 
used to get bullied when other 
players wanted his rare cards. He 
said he was afraid of what might 
happen as he became older. The 
violent actions might become 
uncontrollable. 

Playing cards had a posi-
tive influence on Renn, expand-
ing his social circle while helping 
him learn to adapt to a more 
mature world. Hsu, on the other 
hand, was disappointed to discov-
er bullying in games marketed for 
children. 

can learn about their school,” 
Winston Liao (7B) said. 
 During this year’s Catlin 
Gabel school visitation, all 
participating KCIS students took 
their companions to famous 
tourist sites in Taipei.

 “My favorite part of this 
trip is go-karting,” Andrea Grasso, 
Ethan Chang’s (7B) companion, 
said. 

Students from Catlin 
Gabel said they were able to 
choose to go to Nicaragua, 
France, or Taiwan. 

Grasso said, “To be 
honest, when I was in the lower 
school, I did not want to learn 
Chinese. But when I started 
learning Chinese with Li-Ling, I 
started to like it very much. Plus, 
the food is better.” 
 Sometimes, when 
Taiwanese host foreigners 
fromtotally different cultures and 
traditions, it can take a long time 
to adapt. 

“For me, this is the first 
time foreigners came to stay at my 
house, but it doesn’t take me long 
adapting,” Liao said. 

The Catlin Gabel 
visitation was a great memory 
for both Catlin Gabel and Kang 
Chiao students.

 “I was having a lot of 
fun with my companion. My 
companion also taught me math 
which is a subject I’m usually bad 
at. Both of us like science, but 
my companion isn’t a big fan of 
sports,” Liao said. 
 Even though this was her 
first time to Taiwan, Grasso wasn’t 
worried.
 “I knew it would be 
fascinating because my sister 
also came to Taiwan last year. I 
enjoyed it a lot. I would definitely 
visit Taiwan again in the future,” 
Grasso said.

In the spring of 2018, 
Kang Chiao students will be 
visiting Catlin Gabel in Oregon 
instead of Catlin Gabel students 
visiting Taiwan. 
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Eighth Graders Battle 
for Wei, Shu, Wu

“Three Kingdoms,” one 
of the most well-known stories 
in Chinese history, read by 
generations, came to life on the 
campground in Lung Men.  
 Each year, KCIS eighth 
graders set out for a two-day, 
one night camp, to spend time 
in nature, away from books and 
classrooms.           

This year, KCIS joined 
with the Xin-chu campus to 
combine into classes representing 
the Three Kingdoms: Wei, Shu, 
and Wu. They had to work 
together to win the championship. 
 “Camping is what 
eighth graders  in Taiwan do. 
Kang Chiao also holds series of 
camping activities,” Mr. Kent Lu, 
leader of the school scouts, said.

Kang Chiao not only 
brings students to camp, it also 
combines it with a medley of 
school subjects and various types 
of real life situations. Students 
learn and get involved in these 
activities. The championship 
consists of contests in all the 
categories, including the talent 
show at night.  

The topic chosen was 
the “Three Kingdoms” because 
students know this story.  

“Teachers originally 
thought of another Chinese 
story, ‘Seven Powerful States of 
the Warring States,’ as the topic,” 
Mr. Lu said. “However, we were 
worried that nobody would know 
this story.” 

He also said some of the 

elements from “Three Kingdoms,” 
like folk riddles, would be nice to 
include in the station activities.
 Andrew Lu said he 
expected to learn new skills as 
well as mature during this event.  
 However, those who 
weren’t so excited shared their 
feelings of not wanting to get 
dirty or live in little huts. Despite 
those inconveniences, teamwork, 
self-discipline, outdoors skills, 
and problem solving were 
requirements for each kingdom 
to win, Mr. Lu said.  

During the first day, 
students jumped and shouted. 
The more spirit they showed, 
the more coins they’d received 
for their kingdoms which would 
benefit the teams in the station 
challenges the next day. Students 
experienced scout activities and 
cooked dinner by themselves. 

At night, the center of 
the venue lit up with a brilliant 
camp fire. Then the time came 
for students to show off their 
dancing talent. Everyone enjoyed 
the night remembering it as a 
remarkable one. 

“Although continuously 
practicing before the show was 
extremely daunting and caused 
us a lot of effort, the night when 
we went onto the stage, I knew 
all this hard work paid off,” Fiona 
Lee said. “Everyone did great and 
the dancing was awesome.” 

Teamwork and the sense 
of unity is what teachers were 
looking for from students. Mr. 
Lu said the last day was the most 
important one. 

“Students would attack 
and defend their kingdoms by 
winning station challenges,” Mr. 
Lu said.  

At last, the Kingdom 
of Wu won its very first 
championship. The legend of 
Kang Chiao’s very own “Three 
Kingdom” history would be 
passed on to generations of 
eighth graders on the lively camp 
ground of Lung Men. Though it 
was extremely exhausting, they 
learned a lot.

Kuan-Yi Chen
News Writer

On March 11, 2017, at the 
Tamshui Museum, there were 
many students, parents, and staff 
for the opening of the art exhibi-
tion.

Shamus Wu (7) said, “I loved 
it when my family members are 
looking at me, all discussing 
about how good my work is. My 
mom also said she was proud of 
me.”

The art exhibition helped 
family members notice what 
students are doing in school, and 
realizing how good their children 
are doing in school. The exhi-
bition also made some students 
excited as they finally have a way 
to show their work and what they 
are capable of.

“I worked really hard. I did 
not waste any second in art class. 
Before, I usually spend lots of 
time to chat with others, and I 
would only start in the last 15 
minutes of the class,” Archer Lin 
(7) said. 

The exhibition also moti-
vates students in class. Students 
compete with others for the few 
opportunities to have their work 
at the exhibition, making art class 
more interesting.

“There is a couple, and they 
said my artwork is very creative 
and it is well-made. The best 

thing is that the Mister is a paint-
er who draws and sells paintings 
to people,” Wu said.

The exhibition is also a 
source of confidence because 
some admiration can build a 
good mood in students. There 
were many examples of people 
giving up because of getting 
criticism or disagreement from 
people.

“It helped me on making me 
braver since I never thought that 
my work would ever be public 
and even in a public exhibition 
outside of school,” Lin said.

The exhibition gave students 
a chance to be noticed. Exhibit 
goers would ask questions, forc-
ing students to face and interact 
with strangers.

“I will try to attend the 
exhibition, but I think there are 
still many people that are better 
than me, and maybe next time I 
will not get all this luck. I think 
that the teacher should make the 
exhibition every year. The exhibi-
tion is absolutely going to be one 
of my unforgettable experience in 
junior high school,” Wu said.

The exhibition was really a 
good experience for students no 
matter whether they are going 
to become professional artists or 
only draw for fun. Students are 
looking forward for another art 
exhibition.

Steven Shih
Feature Writer



 

EXPECTED STUDENT LEARNING RESULTS (ESLRs) 
KCISEC STUDENTS ARE GREAT! 

 

Global Participants  
Global Participants, who … 

• understand, respect and appreciate their own culture, as well as those of 
other individuals and communities 
• explore concepts, ideas and issues that have local and global significance 
• propose thoughtful solutions to local, national, and world problems.  

 
 

 

Responsible Citizens 
Responsible Citizens, who … 

• act to make a positive difference to the lives of others and to the 
environment 
• take responsibility for their actions and the consequences that accompany 
them 
• model proactive behaviors, and lead by example 

 

 

Effective Communicators 
Effective Communicators, who …   

• understand and express ideas and information confidently in English and 
Chinese 
• collaborate effectively and respectfully in diverse environments while 
valuing individual contributions 
• use technology and networking tools to access, evaluate, synthesize, and 
share information 

 

 

Active Achievers 
Active Achievers, who … 

• understand the importance of intellectual, physical and emotional balance 
to achieve personal well-being for themselves and others 
• assess and understand their strengths and limitations to support their 
learning and personal development 
• aspire to be the best they can be 
 are college and career ready and committed to high academic and 

personal standards 
 are lifelong learners by understanding the importance of new experiences 

and continual education 
 

 

True Critical and Creative Thinkers 
True Critical and Creative Thinkers, who … 
• analyze, organize and apply information 
• develop and express creative ideas and solutions 
• apply problem-solving skills in a variety of situations 
 be willing to take risks and to learn from mistakes and failures 
 demonstrate continued growth in higher-level thinking skills 
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One Piece Makes Many Projects
 Replicated over a century 
ago, the sculpture pieces now 
rest in the art hallway. These 
sculpture pieces are part of the 
One Piece Museum (OPM). The 
OPM exhibition opening will be 
on June 10th in the gallery on the 
second floor. 
 The idea of OPM was for 
one piece of ancient sculpture 
to inspire teachers from all 
curriculum areas to create 
original educational ideas and 
lesson plans.
 The Museum of National 
Taipei University of Education 
“[came] up with this idea of…the 
One Piece Museum, so schools in 
Taiwan…can have a piece…for 
educational purposes,” Ms. Lisa 
said.
 Having a century old 
artifact at your school for 
educational purposes is a once in 
a life time opportunity.
 “We don’t really get to 
touch an artifact on daily basis,” 
Ms. Lisa Chen said. 
 It is a rare occasion for 
students to be able to analyze an 
artifact. Dr. Dino’s IB students 
took this opportunity and 
analyzed the OPM pieces.
 “We started with 
conserving the artifacts by 
cleaning it with chemicals,” Alan 
Cheng (11A) said. “Also, we 
took samples of [the artifacts] to 
run through a series of scans to 
find out what it is made out of.”
 Teachers from various 
subject areas got together, 
discussed, and came up with 
ideas for lesson plans to teach to 
their students. 
 It shows that “teachers 
are not just professional teachers, 
who are keen on getting the 
curriculum, some are great at 
being creative, and some are very 
interested in collaboration,” Ms. 
Frankie Tsui said. 
 Students, Julia Chu (9F) 
and Sherry Tang (9D), from Ms. 
Dana Strong’s 9th grade honors 
English class agree with Ms. 
Frankie.
 “Ms. Strong is leading 
us,” Chu said.
 Cooperation is key in 
the OPM projects, both from the 
teachers and the students.

 “We work together a lot 
on the plot and the parallel things 
of the whole novel,” Tang said. 
“We talk a lot and communicate a 
lot.”
 While cooperating, 
students went through troubles 
during the process of writing the 
novel.
 “Often, we delete and 
rewrite the passage[s], especially 
the description[s] over and over,” 
Chu said. “Researching and 
describing the scene in middle 
age was our headache. We can't 
find the specific name for the 
objects we wanted to describe. 
Overall, the OPM project is a 
tonnage of troubles and mind 
blows.”
 Before starting to write 
the novel, students had an 
optimistic vision of what the 
product will become.
 “I think it’ll be nice,” 
James Chuang (9D) said.
 As the students received 
the book, amazement and 
satisfaction filled the classroom. 
The creation of six weeks’ worth 
of writing in a published form.
 “[The result] was much 
better” than Tang thought it 
would be.
 Spending six long weeks, 
each day jotting down ideas, 
writing, revising, and editing, to 
finish the book, the students were 
asked if the project was worth it.
 “We spent ‘endless’ 
nights, working till 2 am 
sometimes just on revising and 
editing our words,” Chu said. 
“Sometimes we complain[ed] 
about them, but after all the 
hardship, when we receive[ed] 
our little novel, indeed, it was 
worth it.”
 The project allowed 
students to expand their view, 
taking a step in an author’s 
shoes. From the OPM, students 
received a unique experience by 
understanding the work authors 
put into writing a book.
 “I think it was a grand 
success. They learned more about 
research, they learned more 
about how authors work, and 
they understand the writer’s craft 
better now,” Ms. Strong said.
 Although the project was 
difficult, Ms. Strong enjoyed 
teaching this novel project.

 “The last push was real 
hard. After they finished, I had 
about 40 more hours of work 
to get it all put together,” Ms. 
Strong said.
 The OPM may have 
inspired students create their own 

piece of work, such as writing a 
novel.
 Although he has never 
written a novel before, Callum 
Kennedy (9A) said, “Maybe,” 
when asked if he plans write a 
novel in the future.

Max Ko
News Writer

Eight Periods, All Day, Every Day

Balancing Life 
with School

Rushing from class to class, 
from classroom to locker, from 
home to school and back again. 
Students from all grade levels 
have to learn how to balance their 
hobbies with schoolwork.

One popular pastime is 
reading novels. Most students 
reported they spend over an hour 
a day reading for pleasure. They 
mainly read novels in Chinese, 
but some also read English and 
even Japanese novels. Students 
who read every day say it is enter-
taining and relaxing.

Another popular hobby is 
drawing. Many draw on their 
own, spending an hour or two 
a day. Some who take private 
lessons want to become artists 
or designers. Students reported 
they feel more relaxed and happy 
when they draw.

Trailing behind reading and 
drawing as the most popular pas-
times is playing sports, playing 
musical instruments, watching 
movies, and playing video games. 

Some like to watch TV dramas or 
go to the movies as often as once 
a week. These students believe 
watching good television shows 
and movies, or other interesting 
content online, is fun and relax-
ing. This type of programming 
also broadens their knowledge by 
exposing them to various images 
and stories, true or fictional, from 
all over the world.

Half the students reported 
they feel there is a good balance 
between the time they need to 
spend on studies and the free 
time they have to spend on hob-
bies. They said they do not feel 
schoolwork interferes with, or 
limits, their hobbies.

The other half felt they do 
not have enough time to pur-
sue their hobbies. Some said 
they would like to play sports or 
dance, but don’t because they do 
not have enough time. Those stu-
dents say they would like an extra 
hour or two of free time a day to 
pursue their hobbies.

Scott Field
Feature Writer

Students take eight 
periods a day, staying at school 
until 4:55 p.m. every day, five 
days a week, following the 
Taipei Education Department’s 
guidelines and regulations. For a 
local high school, eight periods 
a day is crucial to academic 

progress because the education 
system is fast-paced. Students 
are then tested on that material 
when they take college entrance 
exams. Eight periods a day can 
benefit these types of students 
to make the progress they are 
expected to. 

Even though KCIS is 
an international school, not all 
students plan to study overseas. 
So, the schedule has to match 

the SP side.  
Because KCIS is on 

a mountain, buses are the 
main mode of transportation 
so staggering the SP and OP 
dismissal time would make 
scheduling nearly impossible. 
The school buses would not be 
able to pick up the SP students 
on time if they took the OP 
students home earlier. 

If students got home 
earlier, though, they would 
have more time to enjoy their 
hobbies, their friends, and their 
families.

Teenagers should 
not all be about studying. 
According to the College Board, 
extracurricular activities help 
students to explore themselves, 
to find hobbies. 

Student A said, “I think it 
is great for the students because 
with extra hours, I can really 
finish my homework on time 
and use the time that is left on 
my dancing classes. I have to 
cancel my daily dancing classes 

because the homework load is 
getting heavier.”

 Student B said, “I wish 
this could be true. I really wanted 
to play basketball with my 
friends after school, but it always 
gets too late and I won’t have 
time to finish my homework.”

American universities 
encourage students to do more 
extracurricular activities because 
what a student does outside of 
school can help reveal a unique 
personality or develop other 
traits that test scores cannot 
illustrate. 

Student C said, “I think this 
is an awesome idea because if I 
have more time to work on my 
projects, then I don’t have to take 
an entire school day off to finish 
it, and I will have time to watch 
some dramas.”

Students can also take 
a nap or be asleep early if they 
were dismissed earlier. Finishing 
school would also allow students 
to spend more time with their 
family. 

Christine Lin
Feature Writer
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Food waste is a serious global challenge that people have been 
facing for a long time, yet most ignore it. 

A 12th grade student from physics class, Jerry Lin, thinks that food 
waste is a serious problem that 
requires public attention. He says 
students should be better edu-
cated and informed about food 
waste.

Recently, the school has 
been dumping 200 units of school 
lunch a day because some of the 
students who do not eat school 
lunch did not let the school know 
and the school ended up prepar-
ing too much food for students.  
 Two hundred units of 
school lunch being dumped every 
day is 1,000 units of school lunch 
dumped every school week.

This is a situation that people 
usually ignore. They think it is 
their own freedom to eat the 
school lunch or not, but, in fact, that is the reason why the school is 
creating more food waste. 

Through different forms of education, such as by studying biol-
ogy, environmental science, or chemistry, students can get to know 
more about the food waste and what is the correct way to react to 

Waste Not, Want Not, Not True

Do you think the food waste produced 
by KCIS is a problem?

  

Janet Chen Feature Writer

this situation, and then they can choose to keep ignoring it or actual-
ly help the school to improve. 

There are a lot of ways to change this situation. The easiest way 
is to raise everyone’s awareness by talking about it. 

Also, the school can actual-
ly set regulations for students to 
consume lunch, or if some of the 
students just do not want to eat 
the school lunch then they need 
to sign up to let the school know 
about it so that they can prepare 
the suitable amount of school 
lunch for other students and teach-
ers. 

(Since this story was written, the 
school is implementing a test program to 
order meals online in an effort to help cut 
food waste.

 - Managing Editor)

On 03/31/2017, Mr. 
Tavis Bragg, adjudicator and 
coach, took several students to 
Kaohsiung to participate in the 
World Scholar's Cup. 

The World Scholar’s Cup 
is a tournament that includes 
team debate, and the scholar 
challenge, which includes 
multiple choice, and collaborative 
writing.  He decided to teach 
the students participating in 
the scholar’s cup because he’s 
been debating and adjudicating 
debates for about 10 year.

 “I fell in love with debate 
during my undergraduate in 
philosophy and found it to be 
a very useful skill to develop, 
especially in academia,” Mr. 
Bragg said.

So he started to take his 
place in the scholar's cup. With 
his experience, he found a group 
of students who had interest in 
the topic. In different contests, 
the students competed with 
students from other schools and 
qualified.

Mr. Bragg said, “We had 
winners in a range of categories, 
and encouraged a lot of new 
students to join the event this 
year. All of our students have 
qualified for the next round 

which I consider a huge success.”
 All the students have 
qualified for the next round. Some 
of the students may get into finals, 
which is a massive achievement.

 “I enjoy the debate in 
world scholar’s cup because we get 
to speak how we feel about global 
issues and prove why we're right. 
The bowl is also challenging and 
exciting, getting to compete by 
buzzing in and answering,” Will 
Peng (9) said.
 The World Scholar’s Cup 
is a good experience to have while 
in school. It is also a good chance 
to learn about global issues and 
debate about the issues the world 
is facing. 
 Peng (9) said,“This is the 
second time I participated in 
the cup. I revisited the rules and 
procedures again. However, to me, 
this time was much more intense 
than last time because I'm in an 
older division. I realized how 
competitive other high school 
students are, and how they can 
be just as normal as you. The host 
of the cup, Daniel, repeatedly 
stressed on a point, ‘World 
Scholar’s Cup can be fun and hard 
at the same time.’ He proved his 
statement the second time to me. 
In the time we're not competing, 
I felt the energy in the crowd, and 
we're having a good time.“

World Cup 
Grows Skil ls, 

Confidence
Jeremy Yang and Calvin Chao

News Writers

What to Wear or What Not to 
Wear, That is the Question

Some students like wearing a 
school uniform, but others don’t.

One 10th grader thinks the 
uniform is uncomfortable. Wear-
ing her own clothes is better, too, 
because her own clothes repre-
sent her personality.

 When everyone wears a 
uniform, people blend in. They 
might lose their individuality. She 
thinks the school uniform is too 
expensive. She suggests chang-
ing the uniform policy to no ties 
during the winter, so students can 
wear their hoodies. 

Another student said wear-
ing a uniform saves her time in 
the morning.

“If I’m wearing a uniform, I 
don’t have to bother about what 
I’ll wear today. I don’t need to try 
my clothes on and see whether 
they fit or not. Also by wearing a 
uniform, we can prevent bully-
ing.,” she said.

However, she also thinks 
the school uniform is too expen-
sive. One single senior high skirt 
costs $1,000 NTD. For this price, 
students can buy a more comfort-
able and better-looking skirt. She 
would change the policy to allow 
students to wear the sport uni-
form at school. 

There are, however, some 
students who simply do not care 
about the uniform. 

One student said as long as 
he gets to wear his hoodie during 
the freezing cold winter, he is 
satisfied. Another student also 
thinks this way. It does not bother 
her at all. She suggested changing 
the rules to allow students to wear 
their own clothes every Friday. 
She thinks wearing a school uni-
form helps represent school spirit. 

Other suggestions students 
made included being allowed to 
wear earrings to feel happier and 
more confident, wearing their 
own jackets in the winter to feel 
warm and comfortable, and wear-

ing sport and formal uniform at 
the same time. Many asked the 
uniforms be less expensive.

Even some teachers have an 
opinion on school uniforms.

One math teacher thinks a 
uniform makes both the students 
and school look better. He thinks 
a uniform helps represent the 
school. Uniforms show which 
school or team a student is on. 
A school uniform can also show 
the school is well-organized and 
unified. 

He suggests maybe a wider 
variety of uniforms. For example, 
a V-neck t-shirt or different col-
ors. Then, students could choose 
which uniform to wear every 
day. He recommended letting 
students wear their own clothes 
once a month. He thinks the uni-
form is not expensive because he 
thinks students’ own clothes cost 
even more. 

One history teacher thinks 
uniforms are good for students. 

He said, “As a teacher, I 

think it is good for students to 
wear a school uniform because 
this can prevent bullying, and stu-
dents do not have to worry about 
what they will wear that day. But, 
when I was a student, I preferred 
to wear my own clothes.” 

He also thinks the school 
could provide more options, like 
different colors for students to 
choose from. He agreed with the 
math teacher about the cost.

Sydney Ho
 Feature Writer
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facing for a long time, yet most ignore it. 

A 12th grade student from physics class, Jerry Lin, thinks that food 
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students should be better edu-
cated and informed about food 
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Recently, the school has 
been dumping 200 units of school 
lunch a day because some of the 
students who do not eat school 
lunch did not let the school know 
and the school ended up prepar-
ing too much food for students.  
 Two hundred units of 
school lunch being dumped every 
day is 1,000 units of school lunch 
dumped every school week.

This is a situation that people 
usually ignore. They think it is 
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There are a lot of ways to change this situation. The easiest way 
is to raise everyone’s awareness by talking about it. 

Also, the school can actual-
ly set regulations for students to 
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students just do not want to eat 
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team debate, and the scholar 
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multiple choice, and collaborative 
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the students participating in 
the scholar’s cup because he’s 
been debating and adjudicating 
debates for about 10 year.

 “I fell in love with debate 
during my undergraduate in 
philosophy and found it to be 
a very useful skill to develop, 
especially in academia,” Mr. 
Bragg said.
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place in the scholar's cup. With 
his experience, he found a group 
of students who had interest in 
the topic. In different contests, 
the students competed with 
students from other schools and 
qualified.

Mr. Bragg said, “We had 
winners in a range of categories, 
and encouraged a lot of new 
students to join the event this 
year. All of our students have 
qualified for the next round 

which I consider a huge success.”
 All the students have 
qualified for the next round. Some 
of the students may get into finals, 
which is a massive achievement.

 “I enjoy the debate in 
world scholar’s cup because we get 
to speak how we feel about global 
issues and prove why we're right. 
The bowl is also challenging and 
exciting, getting to compete by 
buzzing in and answering,” Will 
Peng (9) said.
 The World Scholar’s Cup 
is a good experience to have while 
in school. It is also a good chance 
to learn about global issues and 
debate about the issues the world 
is facing. 
 Peng (9) said,“This is the 
second time I participated in 
the cup. I revisited the rules and 
procedures again. However, to me, 
this time was much more intense 
than last time because I'm in an 
older division. I realized how 
competitive other high school 
students are, and how they can 
be just as normal as you. The host 
of the cup, Daniel, repeatedly 
stressed on a point, ‘World 
Scholar’s Cup can be fun and hard 
at the same time.’ He proved his 
statement the second time to me. 
In the time we're not competing, 
I felt the energy in the crowd, and 
we're having a good time.“
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Some students like wearing a 
school uniform, but others don’t.

One 10th grader thinks the 
uniform is uncomfortable. Wear-
ing her own clothes is better, too, 
because her own clothes repre-
sent her personality.

 When everyone wears a 
uniform, people blend in. They 
might lose their individuality. She 
thinks the school uniform is too 
expensive. She suggests chang-
ing the uniform policy to no ties 
during the winter, so students can 
wear their hoodies. 

Another student said wear-
ing a uniform saves her time in 
the morning.

“If I’m wearing a uniform, I 
don’t have to bother about what 
I’ll wear today. I don’t need to try 
my clothes on and see whether 
they fit or not. Also by wearing a 
uniform, we can prevent bully-
ing.,” she said.

However, she also thinks 
the school uniform is too expen-
sive. One single senior high skirt 
costs $1,000 NTD. For this price, 
students can buy a more comfort-
able and better-looking skirt. She 
would change the policy to allow 
students to wear the sport uni-
form at school. 

There are, however, some 
students who simply do not care 
about the uniform. 

One student said as long as 
he gets to wear his hoodie during 
the freezing cold winter, he is 
satisfied. Another student also 
thinks this way. It does not bother 
her at all. She suggested changing 
the rules to allow students to wear 
their own clothes every Friday. 
She thinks wearing a school uni-
form helps represent school spirit. 

Other suggestions students 
made included being allowed to 
wear earrings to feel happier and 
more confident, wearing their 
own jackets in the winter to feel 
warm and comfortable, and wear-

ing sport and formal uniform at 
the same time. Many asked the 
uniforms be less expensive.

Even some teachers have an 
opinion on school uniforms.

One math teacher thinks a 
uniform makes both the students 
and school look better. He thinks 
a uniform helps represent the 
school. Uniforms show which 
school or team a student is on. 
A school uniform can also show 
the school is well-organized and 
unified. 

He suggests maybe a wider 
variety of uniforms. For example, 
a V-neck t-shirt or different col-
ors. Then, students could choose 
which uniform to wear every 
day. He recommended letting 
students wear their own clothes 
once a month. He thinks the uni-
form is not expensive because he 
thinks students’ own clothes cost 
even more. 

One history teacher thinks 
uniforms are good for students. 

He said, “As a teacher, I 

think it is good for students to 
wear a school uniform because 
this can prevent bullying, and stu-
dents do not have to worry about 
what they will wear that day. But, 
when I was a student, I preferred 
to wear my own clothes.” 

He also thinks the school 
could provide more options, like 
different colors for students to 
choose from. He agreed with the 
math teacher about the cost.
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EXPECTED STUDENT LEARNING RESULTS (ESLRs) 
KCISEC STUDENTS ARE GREAT! 

 

Global Participants  
Global Participants, who … 

• understand, respect and appreciate their own culture, as well as those of 
other individuals and communities 
• explore concepts, ideas and issues that have local and global significance 
• propose thoughtful solutions to local, national, and world problems.  

 
 

 

Responsible Citizens 
Responsible Citizens, who … 

• act to make a positive difference to the lives of others and to the 
environment 
• take responsibility for their actions and the consequences that accompany 
them 
• model proactive behaviors, and lead by example 

 

 

Effective Communicators 
Effective Communicators, who …   

• understand and express ideas and information confidently in English and 
Chinese 
• collaborate effectively and respectfully in diverse environments while 
valuing individual contributions 
• use technology and networking tools to access, evaluate, synthesize, and 
share information 

 

 

Active Achievers 
Active Achievers, who … 

• understand the importance of intellectual, physical and emotional balance 
to achieve personal well-being for themselves and others 
• assess and understand their strengths and limitations to support their 
learning and personal development 
• aspire to be the best they can be 
 are college and career ready and committed to high academic and 

personal standards 
 are lifelong learners by understanding the importance of new experiences 

and continual education 
 

 

True Critical and Creative Thinkers 
True Critical and Creative Thinkers, who … 
• analyze, organize and apply information 
• develop and express creative ideas and solutions 
• apply problem-solving skills in a variety of situations 
 be willing to take risks and to learn from mistakes and failures 
 demonstrate continued growth in higher-level thinking skills 
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One Piece Makes Many Projects
 Replicated over a century 
ago, the sculpture pieces now 
rest in the art hallway. These 
sculpture pieces are part of the 
One Piece Museum (OPM). The 
OPM exhibition opening will be 
on June 10th in the gallery on the 
second floor. 
 The idea of OPM was for 
one piece of ancient sculpture 
to inspire teachers from all 
curriculum areas to create 
original educational ideas and 
lesson plans.
 The Museum of National 
Taipei University of Education 
“[came] up with this idea of…the 
One Piece Museum, so schools in 
Taiwan…can have a piece…for 
educational purposes,” Ms. Lisa 
said.
 Having a century old 
artifact at your school for 
educational purposes is a once in 
a life time opportunity.
 “We don’t really get to 
touch an artifact on daily basis,” 
Ms. Lisa Chen said. 
 It is a rare occasion for 
students to be able to analyze an 
artifact. Dr. Dino’s IB students 
took this opportunity and 
analyzed the OPM pieces.
 “We started with 
conserving the artifacts by 
cleaning it with chemicals,” Alan 
Cheng (11A) said. “Also, we 
took samples of [the artifacts] to 
run through a series of scans to 
find out what it is made out of.”
 Teachers from various 
subject areas got together, 
discussed, and came up with 
ideas for lesson plans to teach to 
their students. 
 It shows that “teachers 
are not just professional teachers, 
who are keen on getting the 
curriculum, some are great at 
being creative, and some are very 
interested in collaboration,” Ms. 
Frankie Tsui said. 
 Students, Julia Chu (9F) 
and Sherry Tang (9D), from Ms. 
Dana Strong’s 9th grade honors 
English class agree with Ms. 
Frankie.
 “Ms. Strong is leading 
us,” Chu said.
 Cooperation is key in 
the OPM projects, both from the 
teachers and the students.

 “We work together a lot 
on the plot and the parallel things 
of the whole novel,” Tang said. 
“We talk a lot and communicate a 
lot.”
 While cooperating, 
students went through troubles 
during the process of writing the 
novel.
 “Often, we delete and 
rewrite the passage[s], especially 
the description[s] over and over,” 
Chu said. “Researching and 
describing the scene in middle 
age was our headache. We can't 
find the specific name for the 
objects we wanted to describe. 
Overall, the OPM project is a 
tonnage of troubles and mind 
blows.”
 Before starting to write 
the novel, students had an 
optimistic vision of what the 
product will become.
 “I think it’ll be nice,” 
James Chuang (9D) said.
 As the students received 
the book, amazement and 
satisfaction filled the classroom. 
The creation of six weeks’ worth 
of writing in a published form.
 “[The result] was much 
better” than Tang thought it 
would be.
 Spending six long weeks, 
each day jotting down ideas, 
writing, revising, and editing, to 
finish the book, the students were 
asked if the project was worth it.
 “We spent ‘endless’ 
nights, working till 2 am 
sometimes just on revising and 
editing our words,” Chu said. 
“Sometimes we complain[ed] 
about them, but after all the 
hardship, when we receive[ed] 
our little novel, indeed, it was 
worth it.”
 The project allowed 
students to expand their view, 
taking a step in an author’s 
shoes. From the OPM, students 
received a unique experience by 
understanding the work authors 
put into writing a book.
 “I think it was a grand 
success. They learned more about 
research, they learned more 
about how authors work, and 
they understand the writer’s craft 
better now,” Ms. Strong said.
 Although the project was 
difficult, Ms. Strong enjoyed 
teaching this novel project.

 “The last push was real 
hard. After they finished, I had 
about 40 more hours of work 
to get it all put together,” Ms. 
Strong said.
 The OPM may have 
inspired students create their own 

piece of work, such as writing a 
novel.
 Although he has never 
written a novel before, Callum 
Kennedy (9A) said, “Maybe,” 
when asked if he plans write a 
novel in the future.

Max Ko
News Writer

Eight Periods, All Day, Every Day

Balancing Life 
with School

Rushing from class to class, 
from classroom to locker, from 
home to school and back again. 
Students from all grade levels 
have to learn how to balance their 
hobbies with schoolwork.

One popular pastime is 
reading novels. Most students 
reported they spend over an hour 
a day reading for pleasure. They 
mainly read novels in Chinese, 
but some also read English and 
even Japanese novels. Students 
who read every day say it is enter-
taining and relaxing.

Another popular hobby is 
drawing. Many draw on their 
own, spending an hour or two 
a day. Some who take private 
lessons want to become artists 
or designers. Students reported 
they feel more relaxed and happy 
when they draw.

Trailing behind reading and 
drawing as the most popular pas-
times is playing sports, playing 
musical instruments, watching 
movies, and playing video games. 

Some like to watch TV dramas or 
go to the movies as often as once 
a week. These students believe 
watching good television shows 
and movies, or other interesting 
content online, is fun and relax-
ing. This type of programming 
also broadens their knowledge by 
exposing them to various images 
and stories, true or fictional, from 
all over the world.

Half the students reported 
they feel there is a good balance 
between the time they need to 
spend on studies and the free 
time they have to spend on hob-
bies. They said they do not feel 
schoolwork interferes with, or 
limits, their hobbies.

The other half felt they do 
not have enough time to pur-
sue their hobbies. Some said 
they would like to play sports or 
dance, but don’t because they do 
not have enough time. Those stu-
dents say they would like an extra 
hour or two of free time a day to 
pursue their hobbies.

Scott Field
Feature Writer

Students take eight 
periods a day, staying at school 
until 4:55 p.m. every day, five 
days a week, following the 
Taipei Education Department’s 
guidelines and regulations. For a 
local high school, eight periods 
a day is crucial to academic 

progress because the education 
system is fast-paced. Students 
are then tested on that material 
when they take college entrance 
exams. Eight periods a day can 
benefit these types of students 
to make the progress they are 
expected to. 

Even though KCIS is 
an international school, not all 
students plan to study overseas. 
So, the schedule has to match 

the SP side.  
Because KCIS is on 

a mountain, buses are the 
main mode of transportation 
so staggering the SP and OP 
dismissal time would make 
scheduling nearly impossible. 
The school buses would not be 
able to pick up the SP students 
on time if they took the OP 
students home earlier. 

If students got home 
earlier, though, they would 
have more time to enjoy their 
hobbies, their friends, and their 
families.

Teenagers should 
not all be about studying. 
According to the College Board, 
extracurricular activities help 
students to explore themselves, 
to find hobbies. 

Student A said, “I think it 
is great for the students because 
with extra hours, I can really 
finish my homework on time 
and use the time that is left on 
my dancing classes. I have to 
cancel my daily dancing classes 

because the homework load is 
getting heavier.”

 Student B said, “I wish 
this could be true. I really wanted 
to play basketball with my 
friends after school, but it always 
gets too late and I won’t have 
time to finish my homework.”

American universities 
encourage students to do more 
extracurricular activities because 
what a student does outside of 
school can help reveal a unique 
personality or develop other 
traits that test scores cannot 
illustrate. 

Student C said, “I think this 
is an awesome idea because if I 
have more time to work on my 
projects, then I don’t have to take 
an entire school day off to finish 
it, and I will have time to watch 
some dramas.”

Students can also take 
a nap or be asleep early if they 
were dismissed earlier. Finishing 
school would also allow students 
to spend more time with their 
family. 

Christine Lin
Feature Writer
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Eighth Graders Battle 
for Wei, Shu, Wu

“Three Kingdoms,” one 
of the most well-known stories 
in Chinese history, read by 
generations, came to life on the 
campground in Lung Men.  
 Each year, KCIS eighth 
graders set out for a two-day, 
one night camp, to spend time 
in nature, away from books and 
classrooms.           

This year, KCIS joined 
with the Xin-chu campus to 
combine into classes representing 
the Three Kingdoms: Wei, Shu, 
and Wu. They had to work 
together to win the championship. 
 “Camping is what 
eighth graders  in Taiwan do. 
Kang Chiao also holds series of 
camping activities,” Mr. Kent Lu, 
leader of the school scouts, said.

Kang Chiao not only 
brings students to camp, it also 
combines it with a medley of 
school subjects and various types 
of real life situations. Students 
learn and get involved in these 
activities. The championship 
consists of contests in all the 
categories, including the talent 
show at night.  

The topic chosen was 
the “Three Kingdoms” because 
students know this story.  

“Teachers originally 
thought of another Chinese 
story, ‘Seven Powerful States of 
the Warring States,’ as the topic,” 
Mr. Lu said. “However, we were 
worried that nobody would know 
this story.” 

He also said some of the 

elements from “Three Kingdoms,” 
like folk riddles, would be nice to 
include in the station activities.
 Andrew Lu said he 
expected to learn new skills as 
well as mature during this event.  
 However, those who 
weren’t so excited shared their 
feelings of not wanting to get 
dirty or live in little huts. Despite 
those inconveniences, teamwork, 
self-discipline, outdoors skills, 
and problem solving were 
requirements for each kingdom 
to win, Mr. Lu said.  

During the first day, 
students jumped and shouted. 
The more spirit they showed, 
the more coins they’d received 
for their kingdoms which would 
benefit the teams in the station 
challenges the next day. Students 
experienced scout activities and 
cooked dinner by themselves. 

At night, the center of 
the venue lit up with a brilliant 
camp fire. Then the time came 
for students to show off their 
dancing talent. Everyone enjoyed 
the night remembering it as a 
remarkable one. 

“Although continuously 
practicing before the show was 
extremely daunting and caused 
us a lot of effort, the night when 
we went onto the stage, I knew 
all this hard work paid off,” Fiona 
Lee said. “Everyone did great and 
the dancing was awesome.” 

Teamwork and the sense 
of unity is what teachers were 
looking for from students. Mr. 
Lu said the last day was the most 
important one. 

“Students would attack 
and defend their kingdoms by 
winning station challenges,” Mr. 
Lu said.  

At last, the Kingdom 
of Wu won its very first 
championship. The legend of 
Kang Chiao’s very own “Three 
Kingdom” history would be 
passed on to generations of 
eighth graders on the lively camp 
ground of Lung Men. Though it 
was extremely exhausting, they 
learned a lot.

Kuan-Yi Chen
News Writer

On March 11, 2017, at the 
Tamshui Museum, there were 
many students, parents, and staff 
for the opening of the art exhibi-
tion.

Shamus Wu (7) said, “I loved 
it when my family members are 
looking at me, all discussing 
about how good my work is. My 
mom also said she was proud of 
me.”

The art exhibition helped 
family members notice what 
students are doing in school, and 
realizing how good their children 
are doing in school. The exhi-
bition also made some students 
excited as they finally have a way 
to show their work and what they 
are capable of.

“I worked really hard. I did 
not waste any second in art class. 
Before, I usually spend lots of 
time to chat with others, and I 
would only start in the last 15 
minutes of the class,” Archer Lin 
(7) said. 

The exhibition also moti-
vates students in class. Students 
compete with others for the few 
opportunities to have their work 
at the exhibition, making art class 
more interesting.

“There is a couple, and they 
said my artwork is very creative 
and it is well-made. The best 

thing is that the Mister is a paint-
er who draws and sells paintings 
to people,” Wu said.

The exhibition is also a 
source of confidence because 
some admiration can build a 
good mood in students. There 
were many examples of people 
giving up because of getting 
criticism or disagreement from 
people.

“It helped me on making me 
braver since I never thought that 
my work would ever be public 
and even in a public exhibition 
outside of school,” Lin said.

The exhibition gave students 
a chance to be noticed. Exhibit 
goers would ask questions, forc-
ing students to face and interact 
with strangers.

“I will try to attend the 
exhibition, but I think there are 
still many people that are better 
than me, and maybe next time I 
will not get all this luck. I think 
that the teacher should make the 
exhibition every year. The exhibi-
tion is absolutely going to be one 
of my unforgettable experience in 
junior high school,” Wu said.

The exhibition was really a 
good experience for students no 
matter whether they are going 
to become professional artists or 
only draw for fun. Students are 
looking forward for another art 
exhibition.

Steven Shih
Feature Writer
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Oregon Visitors 
Experience Taiwan 
 On March 27-28, Catlin 
Gabel students came all the way 
from Portland, Oregon, the ninth 
largest state in America, north of 
California, south of Washington, 
to learn about Taiwanese culture. 

“It is pretty fun and you 

Ethan Chang 
Editor

Never Do Tomorrow What You Can Do Today

Procrastination: the 
avoidance of doing something 
that needs to be accomplished; 
the habit of putting off. According 
to the dictionary, the word means 
“delay” and putting something 
“forward of tomorrow.” 
Procrastination can become a 
habit taking hold of every aspect 
of life. It can even develop into a 
psychological disorder.

There are different 
types of procrastination and 
different reasons for each type; 
yet, procrastination is mostly 
viewed as counterproductive. 
Research shows that around 
87% of students in high school 
procrastinate and 45% of those 
students report their grades have 
been negatively impacted. 

According to Shahram 
Heshmat, Ph.D., associate 
professor emeritus of health 
economics of addiction at 
the University of Illinois at 
Springfield, there are four main 
reasons: lack of interest, anxiety, 
lack of motivation, and skill 
deficits. 

First, people procras-
tinate because they simply do 
not know how to move ahead. 
When students don’t understand 
the assignment or struggle with 
writing research papers, they put 
work off in the irrational hope it 
will become easier tomorrow. Or 
they avoid it completely because 
addressing their problems direct-
ly is just too stressful.    
 Emily Shih (10) said she 
usually 
delays 
doing her 
home-
work at 
night. She 
went on 
to explain 
that stress 
and the 
over-
whelm-
ing load 
of new 
respon-
sibilities are the main reasons 
why, even though she knows it is 
bad. She thinks she works better 
“under pressure.” 

Second of all, it’s the 
lies students tell themselves, 

such as “I’ll feel more like doing 
this tomorrow,” or “this isn’t 
important.” They find excuses. 
They postpone getting started 
because of the fear of failure. 
In order to relieve stress, 
procrastinators shift their focus 
away from the future toward 
more immediate rewards in order 
to avoid challenging tasks.

Another student, Char-
lene Lin (10), also reveals how 

stress 
and 
school 
are the 
reasons 
behind 
her 
procras-
tination, 
as she 
is over-
whelmed 
with 
what all 

she has to finish. She goes on to 
explain she watches TV dramas 
or uses her phone to postpone 
her homework. 

Both students know 
procrastination is a bad habit. 
They also feel very tired when 

they have to rush through all 
their work at the last minute. 
This, in turn affects the 
quality of their work. Phones 
and computers contribute to 
procrastination, the “run aways” 
from the stress that comes with 
responsibilities and the work 
piled up over time. 

There are many causes for 
procrastination among students: 
lack of interest leads to avoidance, 
and with the stress they’ve 
suppressed over time, they begin 
to seek distractions. 

Procrastination is derived 
from psychological emotions and 
actions that chain a person into 
an incessant repetition of anxiety 
and avoidance. Once falling into 
the cycle of procrastination, 
it becomes difficult to end it, 
because the collapse of the delay 
between impulse and decision 
inevitably favors impulse. 

The first step to putting 
a stop to procrastination is to 
find ways to reduce stress, to 
“divide and conquer” by shifting 
the focus from the ultimate goal 
to a series of intermediate tasks, 
and setting simple goals with 
deadlines.

Vivian Huang 
Feature Writer

Cards--They’re Not All Fun and Games

Kerilee Nickles is an English teacher who teaches 8th grade literature and social studies. She was 
born and raised in the U.S. She also has experience teaching in the Middle East before teaching at Kang 
Chiao. She has dreamed of being a teacher since she was seven. 

“When I was seven, I realized that I wanted to be a teacher because I love learning and writing,” 
Ms. Nickles said.

She’s an adventurous and ardent person who likes to 
traveler as well as a book-loving person who reads books or history 
documentaries as her hobby. 

“I would describe myself as an enthusiastic and creative 
person. I also like to travel, read books, and watch history 
documentaries,” Ms. Nickles said. 

As a teacher,  she hopes to be a motivation for students to 
learn outside of their formal studies, and maintain positive attitudes 
while continuing their education. 

“I hope to motivate them by making the classroom a pleasant 
place to be, so they’ll enjoy what they’re doing when they’re in there. I also hope that they would learn 
how to find the answer themselves when they have a question,” Ms. Nickles said.

Ms. Nickles is also interested in teaching history and health along with literature. Since she was 
little being teacher has always been her dream job. But at the same time, she’s also been interested in 
writing, so she would’ve chosen to be a writer for newspaper or magazine if she wasn’t a teacher. 

“I would like to be a writer, to be creative, and to have people enjoy what I write,” she said.
Responsibility is what she’s looking for in a student. It’s really important for students to try to put 

in as much effort as they can when they learn and always maintain a positive attitude.  
She also thinks that a good teacher requires caring for students; they make sure students do get help. 

“I look for someone who wants to be there, who tries hard even if they’re not perfect. And to be 
a good teacher, it’s important to care about students, that they could get the help they need, and they 
actually learn something,” Ms. Nickles concluded. 

Meet the Teachers 
Mr. James Brown is a new teacher at Kang Chiao and is new 

to Taiwan. He is from South Africa from a town called Durban. He 
said South Africa is the most beautiful place on Earth. 

“South Africa is a beautiful place and a loving place,” Mr. 
Brown said.
    He really likes to teach others what he has learned. He has 
liked teaching since he was in 10th grade. He likes to teach because 
he likes to talk to others and help others.

Mr. Brown is an English teacher, but if he was not teaching 
English, he would like to teach history. He thinks history is fun and 
interesting. 

He said, “History is important to our life. It is important to 
learn about the past. We can learn from the mistakes of the past and 
not make them in the present.” 

Mr. Brown also likes to eat. If he was not a teacher, he would 
be an ice cream tester. 
   Mr. Brown is a good teacher with a good sense of humor. He 
likes to joke around with students. If someone in his class is upset 
or mad at something, Mr. Brown tells him a joke or maybe shows a 
goofy video. 

In his class, he wants to have students who are willing to learn 
and want to go farther in his class. He wants to influence students by 
giving them a place to talk and think. Jason Huang News Writer

Yingli Lu News Writer
Card games are common 

for all age groups. While the card 
games people play change as they 
grow up, those games can affect 
people of different ages in positive 
or negative ways, 
having behav-
ioral or social 
consequences.

Kev-
in Renn (12), 
described how 
important card 
games have been 
to him.

“I started 
out playing Yu-
Gi-Oh and moved on to poker,” 
Renn said. 

His love for card games 
spurred his interest in statistics, as 
well as mathematics. Improving 
his gameplay helped in all types 
of games, not just card games. 

Renn said the people he 
socialized with changed when he 

Ping Chang
Feature Writer

switched card games.
In poker, players are 

older so they often gamble. Since 
Renn is underage, he cannot 
participate in those events, un-
like when he was playing chil-
dren’s card games.

 “Everything seemed 
possible,” he once believed, but 
now he feels some doors are 
closed to him because he can’t 
join poker tournaments.
 Sean Chen (12) never 
moved on to poker like Renn did 
but continued with his expertise 
in children’s card games. 

“I believe that card games 
are not just for children and that 
they should be enjoyed by all age 
groups,” Chen said.  

He also said, “These card 
games are also violent in their 
own way, from the artwork and 

the anime that re-
semble the game.” 

Chen also 
believes that the age 
restriction should 
be raised for games, 
such as Yu-Gi-Oh 
and Pokemon, 
because the games 
may affect a per-
son’s mind. About 
a year ago, a man 

killed four people as well as in-
juring 24 others with a knife on 
the metro. One of the few pieces 
of evidence police found on him 
was a Yu-Gi-Oh card used by the 
main villain in the anime TV se-
ries modeled after the card game.

However, the people 
who play card games meant for 

younger players aren’t necessarily 
innocent and naive. Sean Hsu 
(10), stopped playing because he 
used to get bullied when other 
players wanted his rare cards. He 
said he was afraid of what might 
happen as he became older. The 
violent actions might become 
uncontrollable. 

Playing cards had a posi-
tive influence on Renn, expand-
ing his social circle while helping 
him learn to adapt to a more 
mature world. Hsu, on the other 
hand, was disappointed to discov-
er bullying in games marketed for 
children. 

can learn about their school,” 
Winston Liao (7B) said. 
 During this year’s Catlin 
Gabel school visitation, all 
participating KCIS students took 
their companions to famous 
tourist sites in Taipei.

 “My favorite part of this 
trip is go-karting,” Andrea Grasso, 
Ethan Chang’s (7B) companion, 
said. 

Students from Catlin 
Gabel said they were able to 
choose to go to Nicaragua, 
France, or Taiwan. 

Grasso said, “To be 
honest, when I was in the lower 
school, I did not want to learn 
Chinese. But when I started 
learning Chinese with Li-Ling, I 
started to like it very much. Plus, 
the food is better.” 
 Sometimes, when 
Taiwanese host foreigners 
fromtotally different cultures and 
traditions, it can take a long time 
to adapt. 

“For me, this is the first 
time foreigners came to stay at my 
house, but it doesn’t take me long 
adapting,” Liao said. 

The Catlin Gabel 
visitation was a great memory 
for both Catlin Gabel and Kang 
Chiao students.

 “I was having a lot of 
fun with my companion. My 
companion also taught me math 
which is a subject I’m usually bad 
at. Both of us like science, but 
my companion isn’t a big fan of 
sports,” Liao said. 
 Even though this was her 
first time to Taiwan, Grasso wasn’t 
worried.
 “I knew it would be 
fascinating because my sister 
also came to Taiwan last year. I 
enjoyed it a lot. I would definitely 
visit Taiwan again in the future,” 
Grasso said.

In the spring of 2018, 
Kang Chiao students will be 
visiting Catlin Gabel in Oregon 
instead of Catlin Gabel students 
visiting Taiwan. 
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Students Represent the World
 The Model United Nations 
(MUN) is traditionally held in the 
middle of each semester at KCIS. 
MUN hones students’ speaking 
skills and the courage to speak 
formally in front of the assembly. 
Also, this is an opportunity for 
students to get to know more 
about different important current 
events around the world by doing 
research and discussing that topic 
with each other. 
 “The purpose of MUN 
is to raise students’ awareness 
of students of current events 
that are going around the world. 
Through researching, debating, 
and negotiating with each other, 
it allows them to see those events 
from different perspectives. This 
program also grants students to 
practice skills that will help them 
with applying for college, or when 
they’re working,” Ms. Frankie 
Tsui, MUN director, said. 
 MUN also provides 
councils for lower graders, which 
is the Junior Council. The topic 
this year, is to come up with a 
solution to the controversies 
over the Nile region that are 

happening lately. Students are 
able to learn so much about their 
topic through discussions and 
negotiations, and learn to speak 
publicly, which would at last be a 
memorable experience in life.
 “During the conference 
of Junior Council, I was assigned 
to be the delegation of Egypt. 
We were talking about the 
controversies over the Nile. I’ve 
learned how countries argued 
over the control of Nile, and 
how any decision can have huge 
impacts to a country. Through 
researches and debates with all 
delegates, I’ve learned a lot. I’ve 
also learned and practiced to 
speak in front of people bravely. 
It was a worthy and remarkable 
experience,” Nicole Lai (8B) said.
 Knowing how to 
communicate with each other is 
significant. MUN gives participants 
the chance to experience 
collaborating and peaceful 
conversation with one another 
without having tense arguments. 
 “We were all prepared 
for the debates, so there would 
definitely be conflicts happening 
between two sides. We would 

have to learn to discuss 
peacefully, or else there would 
be no solution to the problem. 
What I’m trying to say is that I’ve 
learned to talk calmly when I 
hear an opposite statement from 
the other side,” Joanna Chuang 
(8E) said.
 MUN is also an 
opportunity for students to 
examine important subjects from 
multiple perspectives, where there 
could be mind-blowing ideas or 
solutions that you can arrive at by 
talking with one another. 
 “As a chair, it kind of 
blows my mind to see people who 
have different interests discussing 
and giving opinions to the same 
topic, and also hearing some great 
arguments and thoughts from the 
delegates,” Kevin Wan (10C) said.
 Students also learn how 
to persuade people to agree with 
their position, which can be 
a “entertaining” skill for their 
future jobs. They’ve also learned 
to organize main points so it is 
easier when they’re presenting to 
the chairs and delegates. 
 “I’ve learned to coordinate 
research into short paragraphs, 

which actually helped me a lot 
when presenting and discussing. 
I’ve also persuaded people to 
stand on our side and support 
our solution to the problem. This 
should be a great skill to use in 
the future,” Daphne Chuang (8E) 
said. 
 Understanding the world 
is an important factor in life, 
so MUN is a huge opportunity 
for students to become familiar 
with current events around the 
world. In the process of being 
delegates in the MUN, students 
who become more interested may 
aspire to reach the chair list and 
become chairpersons themselves.
 “MUN is always one 
of my interests, and I’m proud 
to attend DISCEC council for 
KCMUN V. It was challenging 
to debate about the topic of 
disarming the chemical weapons, 
but it’s also interesting to 
understand the topic and also 
aware the world issues in real 
society. It was nice attending. 
I hope to further develop my 
debate skills, as well as stepping 
into the chairs list,” Dylan Yu 
(9C) said. 

Yingli Lu and Rae Hu 
News Writers

Row, Row, Row Your Dragon Boat

 Kang Chiao students were well prepared 
for the Dragon Boat Race. Coach Chen was really 
confident about his team. 
 He picks his team by choosing the 10th to 
12th graders who participate well in the sports club 
to join the team. 
 Students practiced by having weight training 
and rowing the dragon boat. They practiced 
hard because they know they have to bring the 
championship back home. All of the players trained 
for half a semester. 
 When the race started, every student 
participated well. They worked together for 
victories. They won the first place of the race. 
 The team captain said he did his best to lead 
the team to victory. Because everyone did their best, 
they won. 

Daniel  Chiang
Sports Writer

Sacrificing for Your Music, Your Mates
At the beginning of the 

summer vacation, students in the 
band get up early, around 7:00 
a.m., to arrive at school at 8:20, 
ready to practice in the school 
band. The students stay in school 
for two weeks of rehearsals.

The school band is a 
group of student musicians who 
perform instrumental music. 
In addition, they get ready to 
perform outside the country. 
Playing in the band is the fun 
part but practicing is the big 
challenge. Most of the time 
students sacrifice their weekends 
and vacations.

     Apollo Liu (12) is one 
of the members of band. He 
explained what students typically 
do in the daily rehearsals. 

“Every day people get up 
very early and every day is just 
about practicing our part to get a 
more accurate pitch and learn to 
cooperate with the band mates,” 
Liu said. 

He finds the rigorous 
practice challenging, as band 
members have to practice four or 
five times during the week and 
at least four to five hours on the 
weekend. 

Liu also mentioned one 
of the hardest parts is they have 
to spend time memorizing music 

charts.
“Teamwork is the core of 

the school band. The band has no 
bandleader, so we need to learn 
to cooperate with each other,” Liu 
said. 

Also, as a cello player, he 
has to carry a three kg instrument 
around the world during 
competitions.
     The school band started 
several years ago, and during 
these years, the school band has 
become a meaningful part in the 
lives of band members. As Apollo 
mentioned,

 “The school band’s 
main philosophy is teamwork. 
We put effort into our practice 

and give our best shot to win 
the competitions. To do so, we 
must maintain a good attitude 
as individuals when we are 
practicing during the weekend. 
The band’s goal is to increase its 
popularity, so it can gather more 
members into the band and also 
win competitions so that we can 
participate in international music 
festivals,” Liu said. 

At the end of the day, 
Liu summarizes, what makes 
the performance of KCIS’s band 
superior and meaningful is the 
members of the band who have 
formed a great partnership with 
each other.

Wayne Chen
Feature Writer
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12 PUZZLES

On June 10th, most of 
the Kang Chiao students joined 
to work on their science project 
for preparing the science fair 
presentation. Every student was 
really excited about it and they 
all cooperated in making their 
project.

Each student group could 
choose their favorite subject to 
present on the science fair: also, 
each grade of students had their 
own motif. Students achieved 
their challenge and tried their 
best to prepare the whole process 
of the project.

“The science fair is 
an event I am excited to see. 
I am really excited to see the 
experiments done by the high 
school students. Celine and I 
are partners for this project. We 
decided to research more on 
how our preference of drink after 
workouts shows how frequent 
we exercise,” Sherry Tang (9) 
said.  

There was also a prize for 
the winner team in each grade 
of students. This made students 
more vigorous to be involved in 
this event. However, students 
thought the most important 
thing was that they had fun in 
the experiment’s process and how 
they solved their problem.

“Analyzing data is a hard 
task. It requires work with the 
computer and filtering out data.
We asked assistance from our 
teacher and classmates more 
familiar with Excel,” Celine Chan 
(9) said.

Doing this project 
included setting the hypothesis, 
doing the survey, tidying up the 
data and conclusion and writing 
all of the stuff in the poster. This 
was a lengthy process. Students 
also needed patience, but they all 
did it and made a splendid ending 
for this considerable activity.

“What I made for the 
science fair is a new thing I 
didn’t do before and my topic 
is how chemicals affect plants 
(duckweed). I think the process 
was really amazing, but I also 
have some problem with my 
partner preparing the material of 
the science fair. At last, we surfed 
on the internet to find how to 
solve our problem,” Anne Wang 
(9) said.

Students had high 
expectations of presenting their 
final project to every student 
and every teacher, so they put 
lots of effort into the process. 
The science fair helps students to 
learn something new each year 

“I would want to do 
something about chemicals next 
year. From doing this process, I 
really learned many things in the 
process. For instance, I should 
be careful to do each step of the 
experiment so that I wouldn’t 
waste too much time on fixing the 
errors,” Jennifer Chen (9) said.

The goal of the science 
fair was for students to get 
opportunities to use the scientific 
method and to do the experiment 
that they were interested in. The 
teachers expected nothing less 
from all of the students of Kang 
Chiao, hoping the experience 
would turn out great for 
them. 

“My partners and I did 
hard work on this project. We 
obeyed the science methods. 
It seems like we were the 
professional scientist. It’s a really 
great experiment. I was proud of 
our team work. I really learned 
that teamwork was a really 
important part of our project,” 
Helen Lu (9) said.

Teachers also gave 
suggestions to students to let 
them know how to improve their 
projects. 

“Students should learn 

Budding Scientists Compete for Awards 
about how to conduct the experiment, like knowing what they need 
to change in the science fair and students should spend much time 
for their science fair project choosing the specific level for the science 
project to challenge their limit. Students come speak to the teachers 
and discuss with others to solve their problems in doing the project,” 
Mr. Stuart Dawson, science teacher, said.
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Riddles
These are ancient Anglo-Saxon riddles from 

around 800 AD. 

I come in dewy drops from the wet sky, 
And grow fat in my fall through the rainy 
shower, But no hand can touch me, as I 

swim in the limpid water, 
For my delicate interior bursts at once from 

the touch And my fragile breath departs 
into thin air. 

Once, through the watery ways, in a great 
crowd, I led the companions and many 

fellows who share my same birth. 
What am I?

When I am alive I do not speak.
Anyone who wants to, takes me captive and 

cuts off my head.
They bite my bare body.

I do no harm to anyone unless they 
cut me first.

Then I soon make them cry.
What am I?

My home is not quiet but I am not loud.
The lord has meant us to journey together.

I am faster than he and sometimes stronger,
But he keeps on going for longer.
Sometimes I rest but he runs on.

For as long as I am alive I live in him.
If we part from one another

It is I who will die.
What am I?
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